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"And the angel said unto [the shepherds in the field], Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). 
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A Christmas 


wi 


ith 


N o Presents 



By President James E. Faust 
Second Counselor in the First Presidency 


have been thinking about what makes 
Christmas such a great time in our 
lives. I am old enough to remember 
many Christmases. They have all been glorious. But I have 
learned that it isn't just the presents that make them great. 


The Happiest Christmas of My Childhood 

When I was a young boy, our family was terribly poor. 
Father had no job because he was going through law 
school at the University of Utah. He had a wife and three 
young sons. Grandfather and Grandmother knew that we 
would have no Christmas if we did not come down to the 
farm in Millard County. So all of our family took the train 
from Salt Lake to Leamington, Utah. Where the money 
came for the tickets, I will never know. 

Grandfather and Uncle Esdras met us at the railroad 
crossing in Leamington with a team of big horses to pull 
the open sleigh through the deep snow to Oak City. It was 
so cold that the huge horses had icy chin whiskers, and 
you could see their breath. I remember how old Jack Frost 
nipped my nose, and the extreme cold made it hard to 
breathe. Grandmother had heated some rocks and put 
them in the bottom of the sleigh to help keep us warm. 

We were wrapped and tucked into some heavy camp 
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quilts with just our noses sticking out. Accompanied 
by the tinkle of bells on leather straps on the harnesses 
of the horses, we musically traveled from Leamington 
over the 10 miles to Oak City, where our beloved 
grandfather and grandmother lived. So many dear 
ones were there that we could hardly wait to arrive. 
When we got there it was warm and wonderful and 
exciting. 

In the corner of the living room was the Christmas 
tree, a cedar cut from the hillside pasture. It was al- 
ready partially decorated by Mother Nature with little 
berries that helped give it a strong smell. Our decora- 
tions were popcorn strings made by pushing a needle 
and thread through popcorn. The strings had to be 
handled carefully or they would break and strew pop- 
corn all over the floor. 

We also had paper chains to put on the tree, made 
by cutting up old Sears and Montgomery Ward cata- 
logs with the paper links pasted together with flour 
paste. The sticky flour paste got all over our hands, 
faces, and clothes. I wonder why they didn't put sugar 
in it! With cream it could also have been served for 
mush. 

I do not remember any presents under the tree. 
Under the tree were popcorn balls made with strong, 
homemade molasses. When we bit into the popcorn 
balls, it felt like they were biting back. 

On Christmas Eve we all gathered around the 
woodstove, enjoying the warm comfort of the fire and 
the pleasant aroma of the burning cedar wood. One of 
the uncles gave the opening prayer. We sang carols 
and hymns. One of our aunts read of the birth of Jesus 
and of the "good tidings of great joy." (Luke 2:10) "For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). Grandfather and 
Grandmother then told us how much they loved us. 

The next day was Christmas, and we had a glorious 
dinner. But before we ate, we all got down on our 
knees for family prayer. I was so hungry. Grandfather 
prayed for the longest time. You see, he had much to 
pray for. He prayed for moisture because there was a 
drought in the land, and the crops had been meager. 
The fall grain had been planted in the dusty ground. 
What harvest there was could not be sold for much 
because of the low prices caused by the Great 
Depression. The taxes on the farm were delinquent 
because there was no money to pay them. He also 
prayed for our large family, his cattle and horses, pigs 
and chickens, turkeys — he prayed over everything. 

During Grandfather's long prayer, my youngest 
uncle became restless and gave me an irreverent 
pinch, hoping that I would shout to make things 
more exciting. 

For dinner we had a huge tom turkey stuffed with 
delicious dressing. There was no celery in the dressing 


because we had only the ingredients that could be 
produced on the farm. But the dressing had plenty 
of bread, sage, sausage, and onions. There was an 
abundance of potatoes and gravy and pickles, beets, 
beans, and corn. Because Grandfather could trade 
wheat to the miller for flour, there was always fresh 
baked bread. To stretch the food, we were encouraged 
to take one bite of bread for every bite of other kinds 
of food. We had chokecherry jelly and ground-cherry 
jam. For dessert we had pumpkin and gooseberry pie. 
It was all delicious. 

Giving and Receiving Presents 

As I look back on that special Christmas over a life- 
time, the most memorable part was that we did not 
think about presents. There may have been some 
handmade mittens or a scarf given, but I do not recall 
any presents. Presents are wonderful, but I found that 
they are not essential to our happiness. I could not 
have been happier. There were no presents that could 
be held and fondled and played with, but there were 
many wonderful gifts that could not be seen but could 
be felt. 

There was the gift of boundless love. We knew God 
loved us. We all loved each other. We did not miss the 
presents because we had all these glorious gifts. It 
made me feel so wonderful and secure to belong and 
to be part of all that went on. We wanted nothing else. 
We did not miss the presents at all. I never remember 
a happier Christmas in my childhood. 

We all enjoy giving and receiving presents. But 
there is a difference between presents and gifts. The 
true gifts may be part of ourselves — giving of the 
riches of the heart and mind — and therefore more 
enduring and of far greater worth than presents 
bought at the store. 

Of course, among the greatest of gifts is the gift 
of love. When I was called to the holy apostleship. 
President Spencer W Kimball (1895-1985) gave me a 
kiss on the cheek. I felt his whiskers. It caused a flood 
of wonderful little boyhood memories of being held by 
strong arms and feeling Grandfather's whiskers as he 
kissed me on the cheek. 

Some, like Ebenezer Scrooge in Dickens's 
A Christmas Carol, have a hard time loving anyone, 
even themselves, because of their selfishness. Love 
seeks to give rather than to get. Charity towards and 
compassion for others is a way to overcome too much 
self-love. 

He whose birth we celebrate has told us that all of 
the law and the prophets is contained in loving God 
and our fellowmen. James called this "the royal law" 
(James 2:8). The Apostle Paul said, "To know the love 
of Christ . . . passeth knowledge" (Eph. 3:19). In the 
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First Epistle of John we are told, "Beloved, let us love 
one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God" (1 John 4:7). 

Anciently the three Wise Men came from afar to 
bring gifts to the baby Jesus. Would it not be marvelous 
this Christmas if we could personally give gifts to the 
Savior? I believe this is possible to do. Said Jesus: 

"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory. . . . 

"Then shall the 

King say unto z — 

them on his right g 

hand. Come, ye | 

blessed of my | 

Father, inherit g 

the kingdom § 

prepared for you 
from the founda- 
tion of the world: 

"For I was an 
hungred, and ye 
gave me meat: I 
was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: 

I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in: 

"Naked, and 
ye clothed me: I 
was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye 
came unto me. 

"Then shall the 
righteous answer 
him, saying. Lord, 
when saw we thee 

an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink? 

"When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? 

"Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee? 

"And the King shall answer and say unto them. 
Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me" (Matt. 25:31, 34-40). 

True Gifts 

So as we help the sick and clothe the naked and 
attend to the stranger, we personally give gifts to our 
Savior. 

Among these true gifts are some our family shared 
on that boyhood Christmas I told you about: the gift of 


peace, the gift of love, the gift of service, the gift of self, 
and the gift of faith. 

All of us enjoy wonderful gifts from God which, if 
developed, can be enjoyed by others. At this Christmas 
season, so many of us have enjoyed the musical and 
literary gifts of Handel, Dickens, and many others. 

The sharing of these natural gifts blesses both the 
giver and the receiver. 

This Christmas and every Christmas will be richer 
by sharing and enjoying gifts that cannot be held 

but only felt. 

Many years 
ago I went to 
the hospital to 
give a blessing 
to a young man 
named Nick 
and his sister 
Michelle. Nick 
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is a friend of mine 
and former home 
teaching compan- 
ion, and his 

young life was threatened by a kidney disease. Nick 
had not been well for a long time. Nick's older sister 
Michelle had offered to give him a precious gift to pre- 
serve his life: she offered one of her own kidneys. 

The operation was successfully performed, but 
still in question was whether or not Nick's body 
would accept this priceless gift from Michelle. You 
see, Michelle had given the gift not knowing if it 
would be accepted; fortunately it was. In like manner, 
our Heavenly Father has given us so many wonderful 
gifts not knowing if they would be accepted. He has 
offered us His peace. His comfort. His love. All we 
have to do to accept His gifts is to be obedient and 
follow Him. 

There are so many problems facing us individually 
and collectively. Yet I have the simple faith that many, 
if not all, of them can be put into proper perspective 
by Paul's sublime message to the Galatians: "Christ 
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liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave 
himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). 

The message of this 
season that is applicable 
throughout the year lies 
not in the receiving of 
earthly presents and treas- 
ures but in the forsaking of 
selfishness and greed and 
in going forward, seeking 
and enjoying the gifts of 
the Spirit, which Paul said 


this or any other 
Christmas is the 
Atonement of Jesus 
as the Redeemer, the 
Son of God. Paul said 
this was a "free gift" 
(Rom. 5:15). It is a gift 
we cannot handle or 
touch, but we can 
feel the immeasura- 
ble love of the Giver. 

Through this gift 
we can all find the 
pathway to eternal 
life. My testimony 
of this is sure, real, 
and absolute, as 
is my sacred testi- 
mony of Him. I in- 
voke the blessings 
of God upon us 
all at this special 
Christmastime. □ 

Gospel topics: Christmas, 
service, love 


Ideas for 
Home Teachers 


are "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there 
is no law" (Gal. 5:22-23). 

With gifts such as these, I am sure everyone could 
feel as I did that wonderful Christmas so long ago 
when we had no presents to hold and play with. 

I would not have wanted to trade places with any 
prince of the world with his room full of toys. The gifts 
of love, peace, service, self, and faith so generously 
given made me feel so fulfilled. It made me feel that I 
must be somebody special to be part of so much love. I 
wanted nothing besides more of these wonderful gifts 
that couldn't be handled nor touched but only felt. 

Two days before Christmas we also honor the birth- 
day of the Prophet Joseph Smith, who is singular in 
importance in our faith (see D&C 135:3). To Joseph 
we owe the knowledge of the appearance of God the 
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, the Book of Mormon, 
the Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price, 
the priesthood, and the keys of the Restoration in its 
fulness. 

As one of the special witnesses of Jesus and of the 
gospel restored to earth by God working through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, I testify that the greatest gift of 


Some Points of Emphasis 

You may wish to make these points in your home 
teaching discussions: 

1. There is a difference between presents and gifts. True 
gifts may be part of ourselves, coming from the riches of the 
heart and mind. 

2. Our Heaverily Father can give us so many wonderful 
gifts — the gift of peace, the gift of love, the gift of service, the 
gift of self, the gift of faith. 

3. Above all, He has given us the gift of His Son. 

4. The message of the Christmas season that is applica- 
ble throughout the year lies not in the receiving of earthly 
presents and treasures but in forsaking of selfishness and 
greed and in going forward, seeking and enjoying the gifts 
of the Spirit in our lives. 

Discussion Helps 

1. Relate your feelings about a happy Christmas you 
have experienced and ivhy it was so wonderful. 

2. Are there some scriptures, quotations, or stories in 
this article that the family might read aloud and discuss? 

3. Would this discussion be better after a previsit chat 
with the head of the house? Is there a message from the 
bishop or quorum leader? 
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By Guy O. Woodward 

D allin Woodward, a cousin and dear friend of 
mine from Franklin, Idaho, loved music and 
lent his beautiful tenor voice as a youth to 
many Church and school functions. His trumpet play- 
ing could be heard the half-mile distance to our home 
on warm summer evenings. He enjoyed Christmas 
music most of all, especially "Silent Night." Little did he 
know that the title to this carol would describe his own 
nights as well as his days for three-fourths of his life. 

One day in early summer of 1928, Dallin experi- 
enced a severe headache that quickly worsened. Doc- 
tors came to his home and later confirmed he had the 
dread disease spinal meningitis. No miracle medicine 
in those days for Dallin, who was just 15 years old. 

The local hospitals did not have adequate facilities 
for isolating patients with contagious diseases, so 
Dallin was confined to his bedroom at home, with 
only his father, mother, and doctor permitted to enter. 
It was several weeks before the fever finally broke, but 
even during the following month, visitors had to stay 
outside and visit through a window. Gradually his 
health improved, but the disease left him totally deaf. 

During his recovery time, Dallin's mother spent 
many hours each day helping him learn to adjust 
to his condition. Her patience and faith paid off, as 
Dallin was soon able to communicate with his many 
friends and family. 


I will never forget Christmas Eve of 1928 — the first 
Christmas after Dallin's illness. My brother Ivan and 
I walked up the snow-covered lane to see him. As we 
visited with him and his parents, we heard the jangling 
of sleigh bells and the voices of carolers in the distance. 

Soon the carolers stopped outside the home and be- 
gan to sing. We continued talking with Dallin, thinking 
it would make him sad if he knew they were singing 
the Christmas carols he loved but couldn't hear. 

The last song they sang that night was "Silent Night," 
Dallin's favorite carol. As they began to sing the words, 
he rose from his chair, walked to the window, and stood 
motionless until they finished the last verse. He then 
returned to his chair, and with tears running down his 
cheeks, he quietly said, "The Lord has been good to 
me. He let me hear my favorite song one more time." 

Dallin had 45 more soundless Christmases, even- 
tually surrounded by his much-loved wife. Myrtle, 
and their four children. The simple words of "Silent 
Night," which testify so powerfully of the birth of our ] 
Savior, became like scripture to Dallin and continually j | 
reaffirmed his faith in Him who said, "He that hath | 
ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. 11:15). The memory I | 
of Dallin's not-so-silent night lingers long in the 
hearts of those of us who witnessed it. □ 

nj 

Guy O. Woodward, a member of the Valley View Ninth Ward, Salt 1 3 
Lake Holladay North Stake, recently passed away. | 

Gospel topics: Christmas, blessings, music 1 jj 
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The Savior's birth ministry , atoning 
sacrifice , Resurrection , tmti promised 
coming all bear witness to His divinity. 

By President Ezra Taft 
Benson (1899-1994) 

T here are fundamental truths 

about our Lord which we must 
believe if we are to consider our- 
selves truly His disciples. I also warn you about some 
of the heresies that are sponsored by those who 
would undermine His holy mission. If I have one de- 
sire for you, ... it would be that you will be valiant in 
your testimony of Jesus Christ. 

The First Mark of His Divinity 
Is His Divine Birth 

The most fundamental doctrine of true Chris- 
tianity is the divine birth of the child Jesus. It is 
a doctrine not comprehended by the world, mis- 
interpreted by [many] Christian churches, and even 
misunderstood by some members of the true Church. 

The paternity of Jesus Christ is one of the mysteries 
of godliness. It may only be comprehended by the 
spiritually minded. The Apostle Matthew recorded, 
"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 


as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost" (Matt. 1:18). Luke renders a more plain 
meaning to the divine conception. He quotes the 
angel Gabriel saying to Mary: "The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadoiv thee: therefore also that holy thing [being] 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God" (Luke 1:35; emphasis added). Alma's testimony, 
given fourscore years before the Savior's birth, beauti- 
fully reconciles the testimonies of Matthew and Luke: 
"He shall be born of Mary, . . . she being a virgin, a 
precious and chosen vessel, who shall be overshadowed 
and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and 
bring forth a son, yea, even the Son of God" (Alma 
7:10; emphasis added). 

Some 600 years before Jesus was born, Nephi had 
a vision. He saw Mary and described her as "a virgin, 
most beautiful and fair above all other virgins." He 
then saw her "carried away in the Spirit for the space 
of a time." When she returned, she was "bearing a 
child in her arms, . . . even the Son of the Eternal 
Father" (1 Ne. 11:15, 19-21). 

T o shepherds on Bethlehem's fields came the heaven- 
heralded announcement: "For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord" (Luke 2:11). 
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Thus the testimonies of appointed witnesses leave 
no question as to the paternity of Jesus Christ. God 
was the Father of His fleshly tabernacle, and Mary, a 
mortal woman, was His mother. He is therefore the 
only person born who rightfully deserves the title 
"the Only Begotten Son of God." 

We must keep in mind who Jesus was before He 
was born. He was the Creator of all things, the great 
Jehovah, the Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He was 
and is the Holy One of Israel. 

An angel of the Lord who appeared to Nephi used 
a word to describe the willingness of the Holy One of 
Israel to step down from His throne divine and make 
flesh His tabernacle. That word is condescension. It 
means to descend or come down from an exalted po- 
sition to a place of inferior station. This our Savior did. 
In fact. He Himself has testified, "The Son of Man 
hath descended below [all things]" (D&C 122:8; see also 
D&C 88:6; emphasis added). [Here is] the testimony of 
King Benjamin concerning our Lord's condescension: 
"The Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is 
from all eternity to all eternity, shall come down from 
heaven among the children of men, and shall dwell in 
a tabernacle of clay" (Mosiah 3:5; emphasis added). 

When the Great God of the Universe condescended 
to be born of mortal woman. He submitted Himself to 


T he hallmark of the Savior's ministry was many 
mighty miracles— "healing the sick, raising the dead, 
causing the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, 
and the deaf to hear" (Mosiah 3:5). 

the infirmities of mortality, to "suffer temptations, and 
pain of body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more 
than man can suffer, except it be unto death" (Mosiah 
3:7). These infirmities He inherited from His mortal 
mother. But because His father was God, Jesus Christ 
had powers which no human had before or since. He 
was God in the flesh — even the Son of God. These pow- 
ers enabled Him to accomplish miracles, signs, won- 
ders, the great Atonement, and the Resurrection — 
all of which are additional marks of His divinity. 

From the time of His heaven-heralded birth there 
have crept into the Church heresies which are in- 
tended to dilute or undermine the pure doctrines of 
the gospel. These heresies are, by and large, spon- 
sored by the philosophies of man and in many in- 
stances are advocated by so-called Christian scholars. 
The attempt is to make Christianity more palatable, 
more reasonable, and so they attempt to humanize 
Jesus and give natural explanations to those things 
which are divine. An example is Jesus' birth. There are 
those who would seek to convince us that the divine 
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birth of Christ as proclaimed in the New Testament 
was not a divine birth at all — nor was Mary, the virgin 
girl, a virgin at the time of Jesus' conception. They 
would have you believe that Joseph, the foster father 
of Jesus, was His physical father, and that Jesus was 
therefore human in all His attributes and characteris- 
tics. They appear generous in their praise of Him 
when they say that He was a great moral philosopher, 
perhaps even the greatest. But the intent of their effort 
is to repudiate the divine sonship of Jesus, for on that 
doctrine rest all other claims of Christianity. 

I am bold to say to you, . . . Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God in the most literal sense. The body in which 
He performed His mission in the flesh was sired 
by that same Holy Being we worship as God, our 
Eternal Father. He was not the son of Joseph, nor was 
He begotten by the Holy Ghost. He is the Son of the 
Eternal Father! 

The Second Mark of the Divinity 
of Christ Is His Ministry 

The entire ministry of the Master was character- 
ized by His voluntary subordination to His Heavenly 
Father's will. "For I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent me" (John 
6:38). As the Messiah, He fully understood His atoning 
mission and the will of His Father. He testified: 

"My Father sent me that I might be lifted up upon 
the cross . . . , that I might draw all men unto me. . . . 

"... Therefore, according to the power of the 
Father I will draw all men unto me, that they may be 
judged according to their works. 

"And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth 
and is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he 
endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless 
before my Father at that day when I shall stand to 
judge the world" (3 Ne. 27:14—16). 

He came to restore the fulness of a gospel which 
had been lost by apostasy. He came not to repeal 
Moses but to subordinate Mosaic law to the higher 
law of Christ. In order that His own people would 
know that He had authority to do so. He proclaimed 
His messiahship with words and metaphors which 
they could not mistake: "I am that bread of life" (John 
6:48). "I am the good shepherd" (John 10:14). "I am 
the light of the world" (John 8:12). "I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life" (John 11:25). "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life" (John 14:6). 

The hallmark of His ministry, as prophets before 
Him testified that it would be, was many mighty mir- 
acles — "healing the sick, raising the dead, causing the 
lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the 
deaf to hear, and curing all manner of diseases" 
(Mosiah 3:5). One of the greatest of these miracles 


was the raising of His friend Lazarus from the dead. 
When Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus 
was sick. He deliberately delayed coming to Bethany 
to minister to His friend. It was a custom among the 
Jews to bury their deceased on the same day they 
died. It was also a superstition among them that the 
spirit lingered around the body for three days, but on 
the fourth day it departed. Jesus was very familiar 
with their beliefs. He therefore delayed His arrival in 
Bethany until Lazarus had been in the grave for four 
days. In that way there would be no question about 
the miracle He was to perform. 

On arrival outside of Bethany He was met by 
Martha, sister to Lazarus. She said, "Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother Lazarus had not died." 
Jesus said, "Thy brother shall rise again." Not under- 
standing, Martha replied, "I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day." Then Jesus 
proclaimed, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die" (see John 11:21-26). Jesus was then 
taken to the place of burial, a cave with a stone in 
front of it. He commanded them to remove the stone, 
after which He offered up a prayer to His Father. He 
then cried in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth" (John 
11:43). Here is the Apostle John's record of what took 
place: "And he that was dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound 
about with a napkin" (John 11:44). 

That miracle was such irrefutable proof of the 
messiahship of Jesus that the Sanhedrin determined 
Jesus must die because, they said. He "doeth many 
miracles" which will cause the people to believe (see 
John 11:47). Sadly, however, John also recorded, "But 
though he had done so many miracles before them, 
yet [the people] believed not on him" (John 12:37). 

Today there are unbelievers among us who would 
spread seeds of heresy that Jesus could not cast out 
evil spirits, did not walk on the water or heal the sick 
or miraculously feed 5,000 or calm storms or raise the 
dead. They would have you believe that such claims 
are fantastic or that there is a natural explanation for 
each alleged miracle. Some have gone so far as to 
publish psychological explanations for His reported 
miracles. . . . But I say, Jesus' entire ministry was a 
mark of His divinity. He spoke as God, He acted as 
God, and performed works which only God Himself 
can do. His works bear testimony of His divinity. 

A Third Mark of His Divinity 
Is His Great Atoning Sacrifice 

Were it not for the power that Jesus inherited from 
His Father, His great Atonement would not have been 
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possible. You are all familiar with the facts. On the 
night Jesus was betrayed. He took three of the Twelve 
and went into the place called Gethsemane. It was 
there He suffered the pains of all men, which suffer- 
ing, He said, "caused myself, even God, the greatest of 
all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every 
pore, and to suffer both body and spirit — and would 
that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink" 

(D&C 19:18). 

In spite of that excruciating ordeal. He took the 
cup and drank! He suffered as only God could suffer, 
bearing our griefs, carrying our sorrows, being 
wounded for our transgressions, voluntarily submit- 
ting Himself to the iniquity of us all, just as Isaiah 
prophesied (see Isa. 53:4-6). It was in Gethsemane 
where Jesus took on Himself the sins of the world, in 
Gethsemane where His pain was equivalent to the 
cumulative burden of all men, in Gethsemane where 
He descended below all things so that all could re- 
pent and come to Him. The mortal mind fails to 
fathom, the tongue cannot express, the pen of man 
cannot describe the breadth, the depth, or height of 
the suffering of our Lord — nor His infinite love for us. 

Yet there are those who arrogantly declare the 
most pernicious heresy, that the blood which ex- 
truded from the physical body of our Lord on that 
night had no efficacy for the redemption of man. 

They would have you believe the only significance to 
Gethsemane was that Jesus made His decision there 
to go to the cross. They say that any suffering Jesus 
endured was only personal, not redemptive for the 
whole human race. I know of no heresy more de- 
structive to faith than this, for the individual who so 
accepts this delusion is beguiled to believe that he can 
achieve exaltation on the basis of his own merit, intel- 
ligence, and personal effort. Never forget . . . that "it 
is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do" 

(2 Ne. 25:23). 

As I contemplate the glorious Atonement of 
our Lord which extended from Gethsemane to 
Golgotha, I am led to exclaim with reverence and 
gratitude: 

I stand all amazed at the love Jesus offers me, 

Confused at the grace that so fully he proffers me. 

I tremble to know that for me he was crucified, 

That for me a sinner, he suffered, he bled and died. . . . 

I marvel that he would descend from his throne divine 
To rescue a soul so rebellious and proud as mine, 

That he should extend his great love unto such as I, 
Sufficient to own, to redeem, and to justify. 

Oh, it is wonderful that he should care for me 
Enough to die for me! 

Oh, it is wonderful, wonderful to me! 

("I Stand All Amazed," Hymns, no. 193) 


A Fourth Mark of His Divinity 
Is His Literal Resurrection 

I have stood in reverent awe at the Garden Tomb 
in Jerusalem. It is history's most significant tomb — 
because it is empty! 

In the third day following His burial, Jesus came 
forth. The empty tomb was a cause of consternation 
to His disciples and others in Jerusalem. He appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene. He approached her as she 
was weeping in the garden. "Woman, why weepest 
thou? whom seekest thou?" Mary, who supposed it 
was the gardener speaking, said, "Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, 
and I will take him away." Jesus then said, "Mary." She 
now recognized His voice and exclaimed, "Rabboni," 
or in other words, "Master" (John 20:15-17). 

Of all the marks of Jesus' divinity, none has 
greater support by the testimony of eyewitnesses 
than His literal, bodily Resurrection. Several women 
testified that they saw Him alive. Two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus dined with Him. Peter proclaimed 
himself an eyewitness to the Resurrection. There 
were many special appearances to the Twelve. In ad- 
dition to these testimonies, over 500 saw Him at one 
time. And Paul certified that he saw the resurrected 
Lord. Since the day of Resurrection when Jesus be- 
came "the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 Cor. 15:20), 
there have been those who disbelieve and scoff. They 
maintain there is no life beyond mortal existence. 
Some have even written books which contain their 
fanciful heresies to suggest how Jesus' disciples per- 
petrated the hoax of His Resurrection. But I say, the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the greatest historical 
event in the world to date. In this dispensation, com- 
mencing with the Prophet Joseph Smith, the wit- 
nesses are legion. As one of those called as a special 
witness, I add my testimony to those of my fellow 
Apostles: He lives! He lives with a resurrected body. 
There is no truth or fact of which I am more assured, 
or know better by personal experience, than the truth 
of the literal Resurrection of our Lord. 

The Fifth Mark of His Divinity 
Is His Promised Coming 

He told the Twelve, "I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again" (John 14:2-3; emphasis added). As the time 
of His departure drew nigh. He took them to a place 

T he glorious Atonement of our Lord extends from 
Gethsemane to Golgotha. The Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is the greatest historical event in the world to date. 
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outside of Bethany. There He imparted His last instruc- 
tions and blessing to the Twelve. He then arose "while 
they beheld" and ascended to heaven, "and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight." As the Apostles stood 
looking up, two heavenly messengers appeared and 
spoke: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-11; emphasis added). 

Since that day, 19 centuries have come and gone. 
Because He has not yet come, some scoffingly say, 
as Peter prophesied, "Where is the promise of his 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation" (2 Pet. 3:4). 

Before He comes, the testimony of the servants of 
God will be rejected, by and large. Because of this re- 
jection great calamities will befall the nations of the 
world, for the Lord Himself has declared: 

"For after your testimony cometh the testimony of 
earthquakes, that shall cause groanings in the midst 
of her, and men shall fall upon the ground and shall 
not be able to stand. 

"And also cometh the testimony of the voice of 
thunderings, and the voice of lightnings, and the 
voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves of the 
sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds. 

"And all things shall be in commotion; and surely, 
men's hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come upon 
all people" (D&C 88:89-91). 

"And there shall be men standing in that generation, 
that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing 
scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. 

"But my disciples shall stand in holy places, and 
shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall 
lift up their voices and curse God and die. 

"And there shall be earthquakes also in divers 
places, and many desolations; yet men will harden 
their hearts against me, and they will take up the 
sword, one against another, and they will kill one 
another" (D&C 45:31-33). 

The world will present a scene of conflict such as 
has never been experienced before. Still, men's hearts 
will be hardened to the revelations from heaven. 

Even greater signs shall then be given to manifest the 
approaching great day of the Lord. "And they shall 
see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth 
in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath. 

"And they shall behold blood, and fire, and vapors 
of smoke. 

"And before the day of the Lord shall come, the 
sun shall be darkened, and the moon be turned into 
blood, and the stars fall from heaven" (D&C 45:40-42). 

I realize this is not a pleasant picture. I take no de- 
light in its portrayal, nor do I look forward to the day 


when calamities shall come upon mankind. But these 
words are not my own; the Lord has spoken them. 
Knowing what we know as His servants, can we hesi- 
tate to raise a warning voice to all who will listen that 
they may be prepared for the days ahead? Silence in 
the face of such calamity is sin! But there is a bright 
side to an otherwise gloomy picture — the coming of 
our Lord in all His glory. His coming will be both glo- 
rious and terrible, depending on the spiritual condi- 
tion of those who remain. 

His first appearance will be to the righteous Saints 
who have gathered to the New Jerusalem. In this place 
of refuge they will be safe from the wrath of the Lord, 
which will be poured out without measure on all na- 
tions. Modern revelation provides this description: 

"And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the 
terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the 
wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. 

"And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that 
every man that will not take his sword against his 
neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. 

"And there shall be gathered unto it out of every na- 
tion under heaven; and it shall be the only people that 
shall not be at war one with another" (D&C 45:67-69). 

The second appearance of the Lord will be to the 
Jews. To these beleaguered sons of Judah, surrounded 
by hostile Gentile armies, who again threaten to over- 
run Jerusalem, the Savior — their Messiah — will ap- 
pear and set His feet on the Mount of Olives, "and it 
shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and 
reel to and fro, and the heavens also shall shake" 
(D&C 45:48). The Lord Himself will then rout the 
Gentile armies, decimating their forces (see Ezek. 
38-39). Judah will be spared, no longer to be the per- 
secuted and scattered. The Jews will then approach 
their Deliverer and ask: 

"What are these wounds in thine hands and in thy 
feet? . . . 

"... I will say unto them: These wounds are the 
wounds with which I was wounded in the house of 
my friends. I am he who was lifted up. I am Jesus that 
was crucified. I am the Son of God. 

"And then shall they weep because of their iniqui- 
ties; then shall they lament because they persecuted 
their king" (D&C 45:51-53). 

What a touching drama this will be! Jesus — 
Prophet, Messiah, King — will be welcomed in His 
own country! Jerusalem will become an eternal city 
of peace! The sons of Judah will then realize this 
promise: "The tribe of Judah, after their pain, shall 
be sanctified in holiness before the Lord, to dwell 
in his presence day and night, forever and ever" 
(D&C 133:35). 

The third appearance of Christ will be to the rest 
of the world. Here is His description of His coming: 
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"And the Lord shall be red in his apparel, and 
his garments like him that treadeth in the wine-vat. 

"And so great shall be the glory of his presence 
that the sun shall hide his face in shame, and the 
moon shall withhold its light, and the stars shall be 
hurled from their places" (D&C 133:48-49). 

All nations will see Him "in the clouds of heaven, 
clothed with power and great glory; with all the holy 
angels. . . . 

"And the Lord shall utter his voice, and all the 
ends of the earth shall hear it; and the nations of the 
earth shall mourn, and they that have laughed shall 
see their folly. 

"And calamity shall cover the mocker, and the 
scorner shall be consumed; and they that have 
watched for iniquity shall be hewn down and cast 
into the fire" (D&C 45:44, 49-50). 

Yes, come He will! He will come in a day of 
wickedness, a time when men and women will be 
"eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage" (Matt. 24:38). He will come at a time of great 
upheaval and tribulation when "the whole earth shall 
be in commotion" (D&C 45:26). He will come at a 
time when the Jewish nation is faced with extermina- 
tion. He will come as a thief in the night — when the 


T he coming of our Lord in all His glory will be both 
glorious and terrible, depending on the spiritual 
condition of those who remain. 

world least expects Him to come. "But of that day, 
and hour, no one knoweth; no, not the angels of God 
in heaven, but my Father only" (JS — M 1:40). 

I gratefully bear testimony of the marks which 
bear witness to His divinity: His divine birth. His 
ministry. His atoning sacrifice. His Resurrection, His 
promised coming. I testify of His great love and con- 
descension for all our Father's children and His will- 
ingness to receive all who will come to partake of this 
goodness and mercy. Yes, as the Book of Mormon tes- 
tifies, "He denieth none that come unto him, black 
and white, bond and free, male and female; and he 
remembereth the heathen; and all are alike unto 
[Him]" (2 Ne. 26:33). God bless you ... to believe and 
to be valiant in your testimony of Him whom we de- 
clare to the world to be our Lord, our Master, our 
Savior, our Redeemer, our God. □ 

Gospel topics: Jesus Christ, Atonement, Resurrection, Second Coming 

From a fireside address given at the University of Utah Special Events 
Center on 9 December 1979. 
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By Bishop Richard C. Edgley 
First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric 

T here is much to ponder about the 
greatness of God, His condescen- 
sion, and what it might mean to 
us as recipients of His great gift. 

We read of the great condescension of God in a 
few select verses of Nephi's vision that explain Lehi's 
dream of the tree of life. 

"And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; 
and an angel came down and stood before me. . . . 

"And he said unto me: Knowest thou the conde- 
scension of God? 

"And I said unto him: I know that he loveth his 
children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of 
all things" (1 Ne. 11:14, 16-17). 

With Nephi's somewhat vague response, the angel 
began to teach him about the condescension of God. 

"And he said unto me: Behold, the virgin whom 
thou seest is the mother of the Son of God, after the 
manner of the flesh. . . . 

"And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing 
a child in her arms. . . . 


"And after he had said these words, he said unto 
me: Look! And I looked, and I beheld the Son of God 
going forth among the children of men; and I saw 
many fall down at his feet and worship him. . . . 

"And the angel said unto me again: Look and be- 
hold the condescension of God! 

"And I looked and beheld the Redeemer of the 
world, of whom my father had spoken; and I also be- 
held the prophet who should prepare the way before 
him. And the Lamb of God went forth and was bap- 
tized of him. . . . 

"And I beheld that he went forth ministering unto 
the people, in power and great glory; and the multi- 
tudes were gathered together to hear him; and I be- 
held that they cast him out from among them. . . . 

"And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me 
again, saying: Look! And I looked and beheld the 
Lamb of God, that he was taken by the people; yea, 
the Son of the everlasting God was judged of the 
world; and I saw and bear record. 

"And I, Nephi, saw that he was lifted up upon the 
cross and slain for the sins of the world" (1 Ne. 11:18, 
20, 24, 26-28, 32-33). 

To understand the meaning of condescension, 
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reference can be made to the Merriam-Webster's Colle- 
giate Dictionary: "voluntary descent from one's rank 
or dignity in relations with an inferior." President 
Ezra Taft Benson (1899-1994) taught, "It means to 
descend or come down from an exalted position 
to a place of inferior station." 1 

The Condescension of God 

As the angel taught Nephi, he may have been 
speaking of two condescensions — one of God the 
Father and one of the Son, Jesus Christ. Elder Bruce R. 
McConkie (1915-85) of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles elaborates, "'The condescension of God/ of 
which the scriptures speak, means that the Immortal 
Father — the glorified, exalted, enthroned ruler of the 
universe — came down from his station of dominion 
and power to become the Father of a Son who would 
be born of Mary, 'after the manner of the flesh.'" 2 God 
the Father also condescended by sending His Only 
Begotten Son to suffer the sins of the world. The 
Savior is God's gift to us. 

While God the Father's condescension reflects His 
great love for all mankind by permitting His Only 
Begotten to be sacrificed for even the hum- 
blest and lowliest of His children, Christ's 
condescension was more personal and visi- 
ble — for He was the sacrifice. His conde- 
scension was manifest by who He was 
and the way He lived. His condescension 
can be seen in almost 
every recorded 
act of His 


33 years of mortality. In this article we will focus on 
the condescension of the Savior of the world as the 
Creator/Redeemer and Exemplar. 

God the Creator/Redeemer 

We know of Jesus Christ's work in the creation of 
the world under the direction of the Father. In prepara- 
tion for Moses' great work, our Father in Heaven, 
through the voice of Jesus, revealed to Moses the won- 
drous creation, "yea, even all of it, and there was not a 
particle of it which he did not behold" (Moses 1:27). 
Then a few verses later the Ford stated, "And worlds 
without number have I created; and I also created 
them for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created 
them, which is mine Only Begotten" (Moses 1:33). Our 
understanding and testimony of this is further enlight- 
ened and reinforced through our temple worship. 

The magnitude of God's work is incomprehensi- 
ble. It is infinite. From His magnificent throne, Jesus 
Christ, the God of this world, all-knowledgeable and 
all-powerful, descended. Indeed, it is sobering to 
ponder that He alone would come down from this 
glorified throne to face the most extreme humilia- 
tion and suffering that mortality could inflict. 

President Benson stated, "When the 
great God of the universe condescended to 
be born of mortal woman. He submitted 
Himself to the infirmities of mortality to 
'suffer temptations, and pain of body, 
hunger, thirst, and fatigue, 
even more than 
man can 


J esus showed us how 
to obey and serve by 
being baptized and by 
offering living water to 
the woman at the well. 
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suffer, except it be unto 
death' (Mosiah 3:7)." 3 

The Lectures on Faith 
teach that one reason Jesus 
Christ is called the Son of 
God is because He "de- 
scended in suffering below 
that which man can suffer; 
or, in other words, suffered 
greater sufferings, and was 
exposed to more powerful 
contradictions than any 
man can be." 4 

The Book of Mormon helps us understand the 
magnitude of this descent. When brought before the 
wicked King Noah, Abinadi testified of this magnifi- 
cent, unthinkable condescension that evidences the 
Lord's mercy and love: 

"And now Abinadi said unto them: I would that 
ye should understand that God himself shall come 
down among the children of men, and shall redeem 
his people. 

"And because he dwelleth in flesh he shall be 
called the Son of God. . . . 

"And thus the flesh becoming subject to the Spirit, 
or the Son to the Father, being one God, suffereth 
temptation, and yieldeth not to the temptation, but 
suffereth himself to be mocked, and scourged, and cast 
out, and disowned by his people" (Mosiah 15:1-2, 5). 

But, hardened by years of evil, self-indulgence, 
and selfishness. King Noah had not the slightest 
comprehension or feeling toward the truths being 
unfolded before him. 

When I contemplate the magnitude of this gift, the 
magnitude of His descent, and the extremity of His 
suffering, the words of a song thunder through my 
mind: "O Lord my God. . . . How great thou art! How 
great thou art!" (Hymns, no. 86). 

In the 34th chapter of Alma, Amulek testifies of 
the need for the Son of God to personally come down 
to perform the Atonement according to the great plan 
of the Eternal God. He explains that the Atonement 
must be "a great and last sacrifice," not a sacrifice of 
man, neither of beast or fowl as was customary (see 
Alma 34:9-10). It had to be infinite, covering all trans- 
gression, all suffering, and it had to be eternal — ap- 
plying to all mankind from the infinite beginning to 
the endless end. No, it could not be a sacrifice of man, 
beast, or fowl. It had to be a sacrifice of a God, even 
God the Creator, God the Redeemer. He had to con- 
descend from godhood to mortality, and in mortality 
to sacrificial lamb. His gift of redemption, through 
His condescension, necessitated His suffering, exqui- 
site pain, and humiliation. 

"For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for 


all, that they might not suf- 
fer if they would repent; 

"But if they would not re- 
pent they must suffer even 
as I; 

"Which suffering caused 
myself, even God, the great- 
est of all, to tremble because 
of pain, and to bleed at 
every pore, and to suffer 
both body and spirit — and 
would that I might not 
drink the bitter cup, and shrink" (D&C 19:16-18). 

Like the vastness of God's creations, incompre- 
hensible to the finite mind. His suffering is equally in- 
comprehensible, as His Atonement is also infinite. His 
condescension is an integral, necessary, and inseparable 
part of the Atonement. The Atonement itself was predi- 
cated upon His willingness to descend and suffer. His 
condescension, as part of the Atonement, is probably as 
essential to the redemption of mankind as was His suf- 
fering in the Garden of Gethsemane or on the cross. His 
Atonement was a free gift to all mankind — a gift that 
could be obtained no other way. It resulted from His 
willingness to descend. He descended not because of 
obligation, nor for glory, but only for love. His conde- 
scension to redeem us through the Atonement was the 
price He paid to provide salvation and exaltation. As the 
song rolls on, "I scarce can take it in" (Hymns, no. 86). 

It is at the extremity of His suffering. His greatest 
condescension, that we witness the majesty of His 
mission. It was at this time of His greatest humiliation 
and lowest state that He gave greatest glory to His 
Father in Heaven and then signaled the completion of 
His mission by simply uttering the words "Father, it is 
finished, thy will is done" (JST, Matt. 27:50, footnote a). 
Indeed, He had descended to fulfill His Father's will. 

When the Prophet Joseph Smith suffered in Liberty 
Jail all the indignities that a mortal being could with- 
stand, he cried out, "O God, where art thou? And 
where is the pavilion that covereth thy hiding place?" 
(D&C 121:1). At this time the Savior gave encourage- 
ment and deep consoling words to His prophet of the 
Restoration, reminding him, "Thou art not yet as Job; 
thy friends do not contend against thee," and then, 
"The Son of Man hath descended below them all. Art 
thou greater than he?" (D&C 121:10; D&C 122:8). 

There is an interesting parallel between the Prophet 
Joseph's and the Savior's darkest hours. During the 
Prophet's hours of deep despair, he descended from 
revered prophet to humiliated, tormented, and de- 
spised prisoner — the lowest of humanity in the eyes of 
his persecutors. From this experience came one of the 
most inspiring, comforting revelations of all times, a 
portion of which is now in Doctrine and Covenants 



Abinadi taught that Jesus would descend to dwell in flesh 
and that He would not yield to Satan's temptations. 
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121 and 122. Perhaps this 
then is the great irony, that 
the finest moments, the 
most significant develop- 
ments in furthering the 
kingdom, are often pur- 
chased with the greatest 
trials, sufferings, and conde- 
scension. The great contra- 
diction — by descending, 
they soared to heavenly 
achievements. 

God the Exemplar 

The Savior taught: "But he that is greatest among 
you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt 
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble him- 
self shall be exalted" (Matt. 23:11-12). The Savior lived 
His teachings. He showed us the way. The God of this 
earth, the Redeemer of the world, condescended to 
minister to the humble, despised, despairing, hope- 
less, and helpless. His condescension was evidenced 
in His everyday living and by these examples: 

• God, the Redeemer, the lamb without blemish, 
submitted to baptism "to fulfil all righteousness" 

(2 Ne. 31:5). 

• He explained, "Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 18:3). 

• When the woman at Jacob's well said, "The Jews 
have no dealings with the Samaritans," He taught 
her, "But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst" (John 4:9, 14). 

• When the scribes and Pharisees tried to trap 
Him with His own words in the presence of the adul- 
teress, He responded, "He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her" (John 8:7). 

• When asked by a cunning lawyer who his neigh- 
bor was, Jesus used an illustration of a wounded man 
shunned by a priest and a Levite and then cared for 
by a lowly Samaritan (see Luke 10:29-35). 

• In His final hours, after washing the feet of His 
disciples. He admonished, "If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash 
one another's feet" (John 13:14). 

When the God of this earth, the greatest of all, 
knelt at the feet of His disciples. He was teaching 
more than the fundamentals of foot washing. Some of 
the words associated with Christ's condescension are 
descend, love, mercy, grace, suffering, submission, obedi- 
ence, service, sacrifice, redeem, humility, minister, judged, 
and slain. 

And so the angel said to Nephi, "Knowest thou the 
condescension of God?" (1 Ne. 11:16). I believe we know 


something of His condescen- 
sion — as God the Creator, 
Redeemer, Exemplar. Lor 
instance, we know: 

• He descended to be born 
of mortal woman, even though 
He was glorified and exalted. 

• He descended to be bap- 
tized of man, even though He 
was perfect and sinless. 

• He descended to minis- 
ter to the humblest of the 

humble, even though He was exalted. 

• He descended to subject Himself to the will of 
the Lather, suffering Himself to be tempted, mocked, 
scourged, cast out, and disowned, even though He 
was all-powerful. 

• He descended to be judged of the world, even 
though He was the Judge of the world. 

• He descended to be lifted on the cross and slain 
for the sins of the world, even though no man could 
take away His life. 

So what does this mean for us? Our understanding 
of Christ's condescension should take us beyond our 
feelings of awe and deep gratitude. As members of His 
Church, being called to represent Him and testify of 
Him, our great opportunity is to try to emulate Him. 

We will not emulate Christ as the Creator. The 
earth has already been created. We will not emulate 
Him as the Redeemer. All mankind has already been 
redeemed from death, and from sin if they would 
repent. But we can testify of Him and declare His 
gospel. Thus, many of the words associated with 
Christ's condescension can also be associated with 
our ministry — words like descend, love, mercy, submis- 
sion, obedience, service, sacrifice, and minister. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught, "The conde- 
scension of the Lather of our spirits, in providing a 
sacrifice for His creatures, a plan of redemption, . . . 
ought to inspire everyone who is called to be a minis- 
ter of these glad tidings, to so improve his talent that 
he may gain other talents, that when the Master sits 
down to take an account of the conduct of His ser- 
vants, it may be said. Well done, good and faithful 
servant." 5 As the Lather and Son both condescended 
from lofty and glorious stations to fulfill Their mis- 
sions, we also can become the true servants in doing 
Their work, following Their example. 

Some time ago. Elder Vaughn J. Peatherstone of the 
Seventy told of an experience regarding Elder J Ballard 
Washburn, also of the Seventy. Brother Washburn, 
with a companion, was visiting a home in an impover- 
ished area. They arrived to find three small children 
who had been abandoned for several days and left to 
fend for themselves. They discovered a baby who had 
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'he Redeemer descended 


to suffer in the Garden of 


Gethsemane and to be lifted 
on the cross and slain for the 
sins of the world. 


not had a diaper change for some three or four days. 
His bottom was sore from dried excrement. The stench 
was so bad his companion had to leave the home and 
go outside for fresh air. Brother Washburn went out 
and fetched some water, then carefully soaked and 
gently washed the baby. After washing the baby's en- 
tire body, he asked for a clean towel and then tenderly 
diapered him. His condescension was of service to 
"one of the least of these my brethren" (Matt. 25:40). 

Like the Savior, our greatest good may be brought 
about through administering to even "the least of these 
my brethren." We must remember that in any station of 
life or particular calling, every person is a beloved child 
of God; and ours is to minister even to the most hum- 
ble and to serve them as the Master would serve them. 

For us to follow the Savior's example in our call- 
ings, we can be kind to all with whom we come in 
contact. We can build others, inspire them, lift them, 
and teach rather than criticize. We can show love, 
respect, and caring to all those we meet. We can 
"descend" to be the servant of even the humblest. 

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles conveys the following thought: "When at 
times we encounter a situation in church service in 
which a pigeon seems to be supervising an ea- 
gle, we need to be accepting even if our evalu- 
ation seems accurate. Besides, humility keeps 
us from spending our time and talent 
wastefully in counting the plumage of 
our peers. Remember, this is a king- 
dom wherein the First 
is the servant 

of all!" 6 . 


I vividly remember my first visit with President 
Spencer W Kimball (1895-1985). When I was a new em- 
ployee of the Church, he took my hand, gently pulled 
me down to his level, kissed me on the cheek, and 
whispered, "Thank you for coming; I love you." The 
prophet of God had in effect condescended to my level, 
and I felt as though my feet had just been washed. 
President Kimball had much to teach in this regard. 

Perhaps Nephi most appropriately summarized 
what our response to the Lord's condescension might 
be: "O then, if I have seen so great things, if the Lord 
in his condescension unto the children of men hath 
visited men in so much mercy, why should my heart 
weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow, and 
my flesh waste away, and my strength slacken, be- 
cause of mine afflictions? And why should I yield to 
sin, because of my flesh? Yea, why should I give way 
to temptations, that the evil one have place in my 
heart to destroy my peace and afflict my soul? Why 
am I angry because of mine enemy?" (2 Ne. 4:26-27). 
And, I might add, why should I not serve in the man- 
ner that He taught me to serve? □ 

Gospel topics: love of God, mercy, Atonement, service 
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“DON’T LET MY 
BABY DIE!” 

The doctor said our baby had no chance 
for survival. All I hoped for was one hour 
to meet our special child. 


By Sharon Belknap 

I was six and one-half months 

along in an uneventful pregnancy 
and anxious to know if our baby 
was a girl or a boy. As the technician 
started the ultrasound, I saw a change 
come over her face. She stopped talk- 
ing, began taking many pictures, and 
soon brought in several doctors. I 
could hear them discussing our baby, 
a boy, but I couldn't make out much of 
what they were saying. Obviously 
there was something wrong. In my mind I began to 
play out scenarios: my baby with no arm or with 
Down syndrome. I satisfied myself that I could accept 
any manner of deformity, but I kept praying, "Please, 
don't let my baby die!" 

I telephoned my husband, who rushed over, and 
the doctor called us into his office. He told us that our 
baby's skull had not fully developed. He sent us to a 
specialist to confirm the diagnosis. She explained that 
our son had an encephalocele, meaning his brain was 
not fully contained in his skull. He also had a hole in 
his heart. She said he had no chance of survival and 
encouraged us to end the pregnancy immediately. I 
had confidence in this specialist, but I also knew there 
were such things as miracles. There wasn't any ques- 
tion in my mind that I would try to carry our baby to 
term. If there was a miracle to be dispensed, I wanted 
to be ready. I prayed in my heart for Heavenly Father 
to spare our child. 

My husband and I returned home with broken 
hearts. I just kept thinking, I can't believe this is happening! 


We had to start planning a funeral for 
our unborn child! After prayerfully 
considering the matter, we resolved, 
"This is our son. If he is to die, we 
will hold him in our arms as long as 
he lives, and we will love him." That 
night I couldn't sleep. I finally poured 
out my heart to Heavenly Father. I 
sincerely needed His help to accept 
this challenge. I felt compelled to 
read from the teachings of Joseph 
Smith, knowing of the trials he and his 
wife Emma faced with the loss of six infant children. I 
felt a peace come over me, and I knew this could be 
an important spiritual experience in our lives. 

Christopher's Birth 

We spent the next two months physically and 
emotionally preparing for the cesarean birth of our 
son. We decided to name him Christopher Austin — 
Christopher after his father, and Austin meaning "ex- 
alted." I felt so close to him. If he didn't move for a 
while and then I felt a little kick, I imagined he was 
saying, "I'm still here. Mom." 

Finally the day for the C-section came. All I hoped 
for was one hour to meet our special child, but the 
doctor really thought that was too high an expecta- 
tion. I knew what was about to happen would be a 
life-altering experience. I also knew that I would be 
given the strength to handle everything that was 
about to unfold. As my obstetrician. Dr. David Wolf, 
and a family friend and Church member. Dr. Rod 
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Poling, entered the room, I felt a calmness. With my 
husband by my side, the surgery began. I still hoped 
that everything would be fine with our baby. I watched 
my husband's face as he watched the surgery. I waited 
to hear the baby's cry, but there was no cry — only a 
tiny squeak as they handed the baby to the nurse. 

Immediately several nurses started working on 
him, taking footprints and suctioning out his mouth. 
After a couple of minutes. Dr. Poling urged the nurses 
to hand the baby to us so we could say good-bye. 
They laid him next to my head. His receding fore- 
head and prominent nose made him look like a wise 
little elf. I kissed my baby, held him close, and told 
him I loved him. Then my husband and Dr. Poling 
gave him a blessing in which they named him. 

Our little son was fading fast. His body was a 
purplish-black color, and his heartbeat was slowing. 
In an effort to give us a few more minutes. Dr. Poling 
brought over some oxygen and blew a little under 
our baby's nose. Within minutes, Christopher turned 
a pinkish color and his heart rate climbed. We knew 
this would be temporary but were excited about the 
possibility that the family members and friends in the 
waiting room could meet our son. 

As the doctor finished the surgery, my husband 
and I held Christopher. He did not make a noise. He 


could not move his body. He only opened one eye 
at a time, yet his presence said so much to us. After 
about 40 minutes, Christopher and I were wheeled to 
the recovery room. Our friends and relatives crowded 
around to see our baby. There were oohs and aahs 
and some tears. The precious few minutes turned into 
hours, and it seemed like a dream. A nurse came and 
said she needed to weigh and clean the baby. I reluc- 
tantly let him go. I was transferred to a room, and the 
nurse brought Christopher back to us. Our 19.25-inch, 
4-pound 14-ounce baby was back in my arms. 

So Much Love 

As the day passed, many friends came. I really felt 
like Christopher had a mission here and would touch 
the lives of many. That night with Christopher near 
me, I could not sleep. I wanted to savor every mo- 
ment. Several times that night, he choked until my 
husband and I figured out that he could not swallow. 
So periodically we suctioned out his mouth. Gradually 
we realized the bigger problem — if he could not swal- 
low, he could not eat. We had already decided that we 
did not want to take extraordinary measures to pro- 
long the inevitable, but I could not bear the thought 
of our baby starving to death. So we decided to let the 


W e brought Christopher 
home from the hospital 
knowing that he would not 
live much longer, but we 
could see the fighting 
spirit he possessed. 
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TOO PURE TO LIVE 
ON EARTH 


doctor feed Christopher with a tube. 

However, when our attempts failed, 
we decided the best we could do 
was to keep his mouth moist with a 
wet cotton swab. 

Not only was Christopher's swal- 
low reflex missing, but tickling the 
bottom of his foot often caused his 
toes to flex upward instead of down- 
ward. His body temperature fluctu- 
ated from 90 to 107 degrees, and his 
heart rate and breathing ranged just 
as widely. It was apparent that he 
was both blind and deaf since he had 
no response to either light or loud 
noises. He could, however, open his 
eyes and move them around. If he 
got both eyes open at the same time, 
he'd give a little cross-eyed look. I 
did not let Christopher out of my 
arms unless absolutely necessary. On 
several occasions when I did, he be- 
came agitated and didn't breathe. He 
needed mouth-to-mouth resuscita- 
tion to get him breathing again. 

Every person who entered that room could feel his 
special spirit. One nurse commented to a coworker, "It 
gives me goosebumps to go in that room. There is so 
much love in there." We were busy answering ques- 
tions about our faith and beliefs. One friend even 
made a little missionary name tag for Christopher in 
recognition of the power of his influence. 

On the third day, I noticed as I swabbed 
Christopher's parched lips with water that his mouth 
moved in response. His swallow reflex had appeared! 
The sucking reflex followed, and I was able to feed 
him. His strength increased. We had grown to accept 
his death, but now we faced an even more frighten- 
ing prospect — what if he lived? Would he be trapped 
in a body requiring 24-hour-a-day care? Could our 
baby be a miracle who would struggle his way to 
some kind of normalcy? Whatever the case, I felt that 
all would go according to the will of the Lord and 
that we would do our best to rise to the occasion. 

On day four I was released from the hospital with 
our son and a flat admission by the doctors that his 
care was totally beyond the scope of their art. By then 
we knew we were bringing him home to die; it was 
only a question of when. Once home, we constantly 
monitored his heart rate, breathing rate, and body 
temperature. When he turned blue, we wrapped him 
in a heating pad and he would immediately turn 
pink again. When his temperature skyrocketed, we 
would cool him down again. Often, swallowing a 
mouthful of milk would make him stop breathing for 


an alarming amount of time. But 
as I watched him, I could see the 
fighting spirit he possessed. 

On the seventh day, 
Christopher uttered his first 
sounds that through the course 
of the day ranged from soft cooing 
to little cries. At one point, our 
20-month-old son, Brett, stopped 
what he was doing and started 
cooing back. For several minutes it 
seemed that they were carrying on 
some kind of musical dialogue. 

Good-byes 

That evening, as I held 
Christopher in my arms, with 
the family all together, he took his 
final breath. I started to resuscitate 
him and suddenly felt a calm, 
peaceful reassurance and knew 
it was over. Christopher Austin 
Belknap had served his brief mis- 
sion on this earth, and we tearfully 
said our good-byes. As we drove to the hospital, I 
held him tightly against my cheek. I didn't want to 
let him go. At the hospital, we had a chance to hold 
him one last time. Then they took him and brought 
back his empty clothes and blanket. I think that was 
the hardest part. 

On Sunday we held a simple funeral service. 
Many of our family and friends attended, includ- 
ing several of the hospital staff. As Christopher's 
uncles carefully shoveled dirt onto his small casket, 

I felt sorrow as I knew my hand would never again 
in mortality caress his cheek or tuck him in at night. 
But I also knew with assurance that I would see 
him again. 

An autopsy revealed that the brain stem had not 
fully developed. The circulatory defects were so se- 
vere that the blood actually circulated backwards. 

The pathologist was surprised to find out the baby 
had lived at all. 

But Christopher had lived! He never uttered a 
word or hardly made a sound, but what lessons he 
left for us! It had been a wonderful blessing to have 
those seven days with him. I would not trade the ex- 
perience for anything. I agree with the Apostle Paul, 
who said in Philippians: "For I have learned, in what- 
soever state I am, therewith to be content. ... I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" 
(Philip. 4:11-13). □ 

Sharon Belknap is a member of the Southfield Ward, Bloomfield Hills 
Michigan Stake. 


" The Lord 
takes many 
away, even in 
infancy, that 
they may 
escape the envy of man, and 
the sorrows and evils of this 
present world; they were too 
pure, too lovely, to live on 
earth; therefore, if rightly 
considered, instead of 
mourning we have reason to 
rejoice as they are delivered 
from evil, and we shall soon 
have them again." 

Joseph Smith Jr., Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith , sel. Joseph Fielding Smith 
( 1976 ), 196 - 97 . 
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JOSEPH SMITH 



Young , unlearned , but humble , Joseph Smith was the instrument 
the Almighty used to reestablish His work in these , the latter days. 


By Elder David B. Haight 
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 

T he principles, doctrines, and ordi- 
nances of the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ have been revealed 
anew, including a knowledge of the true nature of 
God — a personal, loving. Eternal Father — and of Jesus 
Christ, the literal Son of God, of whose divinity there has 
come another witness in the Book of Mormon. The 
words of Ezekiel that the stick of Judah (the Bible) shall 
be joined with the stick of Joseph (the Book of Mormon) 
as a testimony of two nations have found their fulfill- 
ment (see Ezek. 37:15-22). This I solemnly declare. 

The authority to act in the name of God, the holy 
priesthood, has been conferred upon men in our time 
by those same individuals who held it anciently — 
Peter, James, and John — Apostles of our Lord who 
were ordained by the Savior Himself when He was 
upon the earth. 

The Church of Jesus Christ has been reestablished. 
The priesthood of God is again among men. God has 
revealed Himself anew for the blessing of His children. 

These divine events — with all the characteristics of 
the Church of the early Apostles, including the per- 
sonal direction of Jesus Christ, divinely revealed doc- 
trine, divinely chosen leaders, continuous revelation, 
and the witness of the Holy Ghost to all who obey — 
are wonderful and joyous to contemplate. I testify that 


the instrument through whom this divine revelation 
came was one foreordained — the youthful Joseph 
Smith — whose faith and desire brought about "one of 
the most significant religious events in the history of 
mankind" (Milton V Backman Jr., "Joseph Smith's 
Recitals of the First Vision," Ensign, Jan. 1985, 8). 

Since my early youth I have believed and carried 
in my mind a vivid picture of the teenage Joseph 
finding a secluded spot, kneeling in the quiet grove, 
and in childlike faith asking the desire of his heart. 

He must have felt assured the Lord would hear and 
somehow answer him. There appeared to him two 
glorious personages, a description of whom, he said, 
was beyond his ability to express. 

I have been blessed, as the years have passed, with 
unusual experiences with people, places, and personal 
events of an intimate, spiritual nature, and, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost, I have received an ever- 
deepening witness and knowledge of this heaven- 
directed restoration of the Lord's plan of salvation. The 
events related by Joseph Smith of the Restoration are true. 

The Vision 

Each of us can develop in our bosom an uplifting, 
sanctifying, and glorifying feeling of its truth. The 
Holy Ghost will reveal and seal upon each of our 
hearts this knowledge, if we truly desire. Our under- 
standing, belief, and faith in "the vision" (as we refer 
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witness of 
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to it) of God the Father and His Only Begotten Son 
appearing to Joseph, thereby ushering in this final 
dispensation with its great and precious truths, is es- 
sential to our eternal salvation. Salvation comes only 
through Christ. Joseph Smith is the instrument or re- 
vealer of that knowledge, divinely called to teach of 
the terms and conditions of the Father's plan and 
given the keys of salvation for all mankind. 

I know that God did reveal Himself unto Joseph — 
Fiis witness of this final dispensation. We know some- 
thing of the form, features, and even character of that 
mighty intelligence whose wisdom, creation, and power 
control the affairs of the universe. God made it known 
that Jesus Christ is in the express image of the Father. 

In Joseph's own words, the brightness was above 
anything he had ever known. He looked up. Before 
him stood two glorious personages. 

One of them, pointing to the other, 
said, "This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!" 

(JS — H 1:17; emphasis in original). 

It might have seemed inconceivable 
to young Joseph that he was looking 
upon God our Heavenly Father and 
His Son — that the Lord had come to 
visit and instruct him. 

The Son, bidden by the Father, spoke 
to the kneeling boy. Joseph was told 
that all the churches were wrong. They 
had corrupted the doctrine; they had 
broken the ordinances and had lost the 
authority of the priesthood of God. He 
was told that the leaders of the man- 
made churches were displeasing to the 
Lord and that the time for the restora- 
tion of all truth and authority had 
come, including the organization of the 
Church. Then, to his infinite astonish- 
ment, he was told that he, Joseph 
Smith — young, unlearned, but hum- 
ble — was to be the instrument through 
whom the Almighty would reestablish 
His work in these, the latter days — the 
gospel never to be taken away again. 

Such was the glorious beginning of the restoration of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Some three years later, as he was beginning to ma- 
ture, Joseph Smith had another heavenly visitation. 
This time an angel sent from the presence of God 
stated that he was Moroni and revealed to the young 
man the resting place of a set of gold plates upon 
which certain ancient inhabitants of America had 
recorded the history of their peoples. In the course of 
time, these records were translated by the gift and 
power of God and published early in 1830. 


A Definite Purpose 

The Book of Mormon is the most remarkable book 
in the world from a doctrinal, historical, or philosoph- 
ical point of view. Its integrity has been assailed with 
senseless fury for over 170 years, yet its position and 
influence today are more impregnable than ever. 

The Book of Mormon did not come forth as a cu- 
riosity. It was written with a definite purpose — a pur- 
pose to be felt by every reader. From the title page we 
read that it was written "to the convincing of the Jew 
and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God, 
manifesting himself unto all nations." The message it 
contains is a witness for Christ and teaches the love of 
God for all mankind. Its purpose is to bring people to 
accept Jesus as the Christ. The book tells of the actual 
visit of Christ to ancient America and 
records the teachings and instructions 
He gave in clarity and great power to 
the people. The Book of Mormon sub- 
stantiates the Bible in its teachings of 
the Savior, speaks of Christ more than 
any other subject, and teaches that our 
Savior is the Redeemer and Atoner of 
mankind, constantly emphasizing that 
He is the central figure in God's plan 
of salvation. This divine record makes 
converts to its message and to His 
Church, which teaches it. 

I have marveled at God's wisdom 
in bringing forth this ancient record 
in the manner in which it was accom- 
plished, for it has also become the 
powerful witness of the divine mis- 
sion of Joseph Smith. Of Sunday, 

28 November 1841, the History of the 
Church states: 

"I spent the day in the council 
with the Twelve Apostles at the house 
of President [Brigham] Young, con- 
versing with them upon a variety 
of subjects. Brother Joseph Fielding 
was present, having been absent four 
years on a mission to England. I told the brethren 
that the Book of Mormon was the most correct of 
any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, 
and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by 
its precepts, than by any other book" (4:461). 

Joseph Smith was foreordained to be the duly 
appointed leader of this, the greatest and final of all 
dispensations. After the angel Moroni's visit, other 
heavenly messengers conferred upon Joseph holy 
priesthood authority, divine keys, power, and revela- 
tions from God. 



M oroni revealed to the 
young man the resting 
place of a set of gold plates 
upon which certain ancient 
inhabitants of America had 
recorded the history of 
their peoples. 
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Mediator between 
God and 
man. 

6. "The 
Father has a 
body of flesh 
and bones as 
tangible as 
man's; the Son 
cdso; but the Holy 
Ghost has not a 
body of flesh and 
bones, but is a per- 
sonage of Spirit" 

V D&C 130:22). 

Though ancient scrip- 
tures make references to 
temples and baptism for 
the deceased, Joseph Smith was the first to have 
revealed the purpose of temples and salvation 
for all — including those who have passed on without 
having received a knowledge of the gospel — along 
with the eternal marriage covenant and sealing of man 
and woman as the foundation for exaltation. 


Not only was 
the Church organ- 
ized under inspira- 
tion and divine 
direction, but the nec- 
essary body of doctrine 
for guidance of the 
Church was revealed. 

Faith and light were again 
available to distill the dark- 
ness that was upon the 
earth. Joseph Smith, after 
seeking and being taught 
by the Author of Truth, 
learned that: 

1. God is in the form of 
a man whose glory defies 
description. 

2. He has a voice; He 
speaks. 

3. He is considerate 
and kind. 

4. He answers prayers. 

5. His Son is obedient to 


T he 
Book of 
Mormon tells 
of the actual visit 
of Christ to ancient 
America and records 
the teachings and 
instructions He gave 
in clarity and great 
power to the people. 


the Father and is the 
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Joseph Smith, writing about the first conference 
of the Church in June 1830, spoke of great happiness 
"to find ourselves engaged in the very same order 
of things as observed by the holy Apostles of old" 
(History of the Church, 1:85). 

A Prophet of the Lord 

Under the inspiration of Almighty God, the 
Church began to flourish. The Lord's promise that a 
"marvelous work is about to come forth" was being 
fulfilled in a miraculous way (see D&C 4:1). The 
gospel message spread rapidly. The missionary spirit 
was touching hearts. The Book of Mormon was being 
read. Tens, then hundreds, then thousands joined the 
Church. The Lord, speaking 
through Joseph, proclaimed: 

"For verily the voice of the Lord 
is unto all men, and there is none to 
escape; and there is no eye that 
shall not see, neither ear that shall 
not hear, neither heart that shall not 
be penetrated. . . . 

"The weak things of the world 
shall come forth and break down the 
mighty and strong ones, that man 
should not counsel his fellow man, 
neither trust in the arm of flesh — 

"But that every man might speak 
in the name of God the Lord, even 
the Savior of the world; . . . 

"That the fulness of my gospel 
might be proclaimed . . . unto the 
ends of the world, and before kings 
and rulers" (D&C 1:2, 19-20, 23). 

Politicians began worrying over 
this new phenomenon. Enemies 
were organizing, and the Prophet's 
life was becoming endangered. 

After months of imprisonment in the dark, damp 
dungeon known as Liberty Jail, a discouraged Joseph 
cried out to the Lord: 

"O God, where art thou? And where is the pavil- 
ion that covereth thy hiding place? 

"How long shall thy hand be stayed, and thine eye 
. . . behold from the eternal heavens the wrongs of 
thy people and of thy servants . . . ? 

"Yea, O Lord, how long shall they suffer these 
wrongs and unlawful oppressions, before thine heart 
shall be softened toward them?" (D&C 121:1-3). 

Then a loving, answering Savior promised Joseph: 

"The ends of the earth shall inquire after thy name, 
and fools shall have thee in derision, and hell shall 
rage against thee; 


"While the pure in heart, and the wise, and the no- 
ble, and the virtuous, shall seek counsel, and authority, 
and blessings constantly from under thy hand. 

"And thy people shall never be turned against thee 
by the testimony of traitors. 

"... Thou shalt be had in honor; . . . and thy voice 
shall be more terrible in the midst of thine enemies than 
the fierce lion, because of thy righteousness; and thy God 
shall stand by thee forever and ever" (D&C 122:1-4). 

In his last public address to a large congregation in 
Nauvoo, Joseph said: 

"I do not regard my own life. I am ready to be offered 
a sacrifice for this people; for what can our enemies do? 
Only kill the body, and their power is then at an end. 
Stand firm, my friends; never flinch. Do not seek to save 
your lives, for he that is afraid to die 
for the truth, will lose eternal life. . . . 

"God has tried you. You are a 
good people; therefore I love you 
with all my heart. Greater love hath 
no man than that he should lay 
down his life for his friends. You 
have stood by me in the hour of 
trouble, and I am willing to sacrifice 
my life for your preservation" 

( History of the Church, 6:500). 

This statement is all the more re- 
markable as the Prophet was still in 
the morning of life — only 38 years 
old — and great as he had already 
become, the zenith of his mental 
and spiritual powers had not yet 
been reached. Life was precious 
to him with all its possibilities of 
future achievements. Yet he was 
willing to give it up. 

"A Prophet," wrote Truman 
Madsen, "is one who, in fulfillment 
of his mission, undergoes great suf- 
fering, yet through it all, is radiant. A Prophet, in short, 
is a saint" ( Joseph Smith Among the Prophets [1965], 21). 

"Had he [Joseph Smith] been spared a martyr's 
fate till mature manhood . . . ," said Parley P Pratt, 

"he was certainly endued with powers and ability 
to have [influenced] the world in many respects" 

( Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt [1985], 32). 

One may pick up the thread of Joseph Smith's life 
and find suffering, both his own and that of the disci- 
ples around him. 

"Be Patient in Afflictions" 

The Church was appearing to become, as the scrip- 
ture says, as a stone cut out of a mountain without 
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hands and rolling forth to fill the whole earth (see Dan. 
2:44-45; D&C 65:2). Political officials worried about it 
moving outward and abroad from the immediate lo- 
cale. Illegal charges were leveled, court documents and 
summonses were issued, and vigilantes were formed 
at Carthage, the county seat. Joseph and Hyrum were 
to appear to answer charges against them. 

As Joseph Smith left Nauvoo for Carthage that 24th 
day of June, he would have looked for the last time on 
the city and the magnificent temple that was nearly 
completed. He knew he would never look upon it again. 

"Be patient in afflictions," he was told, "for thou 
shalt have many" (D&C 24:8). Later, he said adversity 
had become "second nature" (see D&C 127:2) but had 
only "wafted me that much nearer to Deity" (quoted in 
B. H. Roberts, The Gospel and Man's 
Relationship to Deity [1965], 279). 

Brigham Young (1801-77) said of 
him that he lived 1,000 years in 38. 

To his companions who were 
accompanying him to Carthage, 
he gave these prophetic words: 

"I am going like a lamb to the 
slaughter; but I am calm as a sum- 
mer's morning; I have a conscience 
void of offense towards God, and 
towards all men. . . . And it shall 
YET BE SAID OF ME — HE WAS MURDERED 

in cold blood" (D&C 135:4). 

Why did he not turn back? 

There was time to escape. He was 
not yet in the hands of his enemies. 

Friends were at his side who would 
die for him if necessary. Some sug- 
gested he flee across the Mississippi 
where he would be safe. But he 
continued to Carthage. 

Joseph must have recalled some 
of the dangers through which he had 
passed — like the winter night when a mob broke into 
his home and with curses and profanity tore him from 
the bedside of his wife and sick children and carried 
him outside, strangling him until he was unconscious. 
When he regained consciousness, they stripped him of 
his clothing and covered his naked body from head 
to foot with a coat of tar and feathers, forcing open his 
mouth to fill it with the same substance, then left him 
on the frozen ground to die of cold and exposure. 

Riding to Carthage, he might have recalled the 
time in Missouri when he and some of his brethren 
had been betrayed into the hands of their enemies. 
The leader of the mob convened a court; Joseph and 
his associates were placed on trial for their lives. They 
were convicted and all sentenced to be shot the next 




I n his last public address to a 
large congregation in Nauvoo, 
Joseph said: "I do not regard my 
own life. I am ready to be offered 
a sacrifice for this people." 


morning at eight o'clock in the public square in Far 
West. A dispute among the mob saved them. 

They were taken from place to place and exhibited 
to jeering crowds, while the Saints were told they 
would never see their leaders again. But Joseph 
cheered his fellow prisoners by announcing that none 
of them would suffer death. 

"Be of good cheer, brethren," he said; "the word of 
the Lord came to me last night that our lives should 
be given us, . . . not one of our lives should be taken" 
(quoted in Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, 164). 

As Joseph contemplated those dreary months of 
imprisonment in Missouri, he must have recalled the 
night, when confined in a dungeon, he rebuked the 
guards. He and his brethren were trying to get a little 
sleep but were kept awake by the 
awful blasphemies and obscene 
jests of their jailers, who were re- 
counting the dreadful deeds of 
robbery and murder they had 
committed among the Mormons. 
These were no idle boasts, for 
these awful atrocities had actually 
been committed. Suddenly, Joseph 
rose to his feet and, in a voice that 
seemed to shake the very building, 
cried out: 

"SILENCE, ye fiends of the in- 
fernal pit! In the name of Jesus 
Christ I rebuke you, and command 
you to be still; I will not live an- 
other minute and hear such lan- 
guage. Cease such talk, or you or 
I die THIS INSTANT!" (quoted in 
Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, 180; 
emphasis in original). 

The effect must have been 
electric in its suddenness. Some 
begged his pardon, while others 
slunk into the dark corners of the jail to hide their 
shame. 

The power of Jesus Christ, whose name he had in- 
voked in his rebuke, was upon him. His hands and feet 
were in chains, but these the guards did not see. They 
saw only the righteous anger in his shining face, and 
felt the divine power in his voice as he rebuked them. 

But if Joseph's voice was terrible as the roaring 
lion in his rebuke of the wicked, it was soothing as a 
mother's voice in comfort to the righteous. In that 
same name and by the same authority with which 
he silenced the blasphemies of the guards, he had 
blessed little children, baptized repentant sinners, 
conferred the Holy Ghost, healed the sick, and spo- 
ken words of comfort and consolation to thousands. 
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"Are You Afraid to Die?" 

It was midnight when the journey from Nauvoo 
ended. Joseph and his brethren entered Carthage, and 
his fate was sealed. His enemies had awaited their 
coming with great anxiety. The governor, who was 
present, persuaded the mob to disperse that night by 
promising them that they should have full satisfaction. 

The next day, after a hearing, Joseph was released 
on bail but rearrested on a trumped-up charge of 
treason. Bail was refused, and Joseph and Hyrum 
were placed in Carthage Jail. 

The last night of Joseph's life on earth he bore a 
powerful testimony to the guards and others who as- 
sembled at the door of the jail of the divinity of the 
Book of Mormon, also declaring that the gospel had 
been restored and the kingdom of God established on 
the earth. It was for this reason that he was incarcerated 
in prison, not for violating any law of God or man. 

It was late at night when the prisoners tried to get 
some rest. At first Joseph and Hyrum occupied the 
only bed in the jail room, but a gunshot during the 
night and a disturbance led Joseph's friends to insist 
that he take a place between the two of them on the 
floor. They would protect him with their own bodies. 
Joseph asked Elder John S. Fullmer to use his arm for a 
pillow while they conversed; then he turned to Elder 


Dan Jones, on the other side, and whispered, "Are you 
afraid to die?" And this staunch friend answered, "Has 
that time come, think you? Engaged in such a cause I 
do not think that death would have many terrors." 

Joseph replied, "You will yet see Wales, and fulfill 
the mission appointed you before you die" ( History of 
the Church, 6:601). 

The next day, the fateful 27th of June 1844, all but two 
of Joseph's friends were made to leave the prison, so that 
now only four brethren remained — Joseph and Hyrum 
and two of the Apostles, both of whom during the day 
offered to die for him. The day was spent in writing 
letters to their wives, conversing on principles of the 
gospel, and singing. Between three and four o'clock in 
the afternoon the Prophet requested Elder John Taylor 
to sing the words of "A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief." 

This comforting song breathes in every line the 
very spirit and message of Christ. Only a person who 
loved his Savior and his fellowmen would have re- 
quested to hear these words at such a time. 

When Elder Taylor had finished the song, the 
Prophet's eyes were wet with tears, and he said, "Sing 
that song again, will you, John?" (quoted in Claire Noall, 
Intimate Disciple: A Portrait of Willard Richards, Apostle to 
Joseph Smith — Cousin of Brigham Young [1957], 440). 

John "replied that he did not feel like singing. 

He was oppressed with a sense of coming 
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disaster" (Cannon, Life of Joseph Smith , 524). 

"You'll feel better once you begin, and so will I," 
replied Joseph (quoted in Noall, Intimate Disciple, 440). 

Hyrum also pleaded with him to repeat the song. 
And Elder Taylor did. 

This time his voice was even sadder and more 
tender than at first, and when he concluded, all were 
hushed, but four hearts beat faster, for they had care- 
fully listened to the fateful words: 

My friendship's utmost zeal to try, 

He asked if I for him would die. 

The flesh was weak; my blood ran chill, 

But my free spirit cried, " I will!" 

(Hymns, no. 29) 

The other three heard Joseph murmur as an echo 
to the song, "I will!" 

The love of Christ was in the song; the love of 
man was there in that room in 
the Carthage Jail. 

While this spirit of love and 
service for men expressed in 
song and prayer filled the 
hearts of all within the jail, the 
mob was gathering. The final 
details you know. 

Only Love Begets Love 

When the news of the awful 
crime reached Nauvoo, the citi- 
zens were overcome with grief 
and horror. Such sorrow had 
not been known in Nauvoo be- 
fore. The warm summer sun 
left them cold and chill. Their 
prophet and their patriarch 
were dead. What else mattered? 

When the wagons carrying 
the bodies were still a long way off, the entire population 
of Nauvoo went out to meet them. No greater tribute 
could be paid than was paid that day to Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith. Such universal love from those who knew 
them best could never have been won by selfish and de- 
signing men. Only love begets love. Once when Joseph 
had been asked how he had acquired so many followers 
and retained them, he replied, "It is because I possess the 
principle of love. All I can offer the world is a good heart 
and a good hand" ( History of the Church, 5:498). 

Sariah Workman, an early immigrant, wrote: "I 
always felt a divine influence whenever I was in his 
presence" (in "Joseph Smith, the Prophet," Young 
Woman's Journal, Dec. 1906, 542). 


John Taylor, who was wounded at Carthage and 
later became prophet, said of him: 

"Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, has 
done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation of men in 
this world, than any other man that ever lived in it. In 
the short space of twenty years, he has brought forth the 
Book of Mormon, which he translated by the gift and 
power of God, and has been the means of publishing it 
on two continents; has sent the fulness of the everlasting 
gospel, which it contained, to the four quarters of the 
earth; has brought forth the revelations and command- 
ments which compose this book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, and many other wise documents and instructions 
for the benefit of the children of men; gathered many 
thousands of the Latter-day Saints, founded a great city, 
and left a fame and name that cannot be slain. He lived 
great, and he died great in the eyes of God and his peo- 
ple; and like most of the Lord's anointed in ancient 
times, has sealed his mission and his works with his 
own blood" (D&C 135:3). 

I give my love and testament 
that God our Father lives, that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, crucified for the sins 
of the world "to cleanse it from 
all unrighteousness; that through 
him all might be saved" (D&C 
76:41-42). He is our Redeemer, 
our Lord, our King. His kingdom 
is again established on the earth. 
In the year 1820 God our Eternal 
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, 
appeared to Joseph Smith, who 
was foreordained to be the in- 
strument of the Restoration, 
which is The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. This 
Church, by divine direction, is 
preparing the world for His sec- 
ond coming — for He will come 
again. This I humbly declare in His holy name. □ 

Gospel topics: Joseph Smith, the Restoration 

Let's Talk about It 

Most Ensign articles can be used for family home 
evening discussions. The folloiving questions are for that 
purpose or for personal reflection: 

1. Why is it essential to have a testimony of the divine 
calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith? 

2. In what ways does the Book of Mormon serve as a wit- 
ness that Joseph Smith was a prophet of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

3. What do the events surrounding the Prophet's martyr- 
dom teach us about his character? 



E lder John Taylor said of the Prophet, 
"Like most of the Lord's anointed in 
ancient times, [he] has sealed his mission 
and his works with his own blood." 
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THE UNFOLDING 

Restoration of 
Temple Work 

By Richard O. Cowan 


The Doctrine and Covenants is a handbook 
for learning about and deepening 
our appreciation of the covenants and 
ordinances of the temple. 


hus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the 
children of men line upon line, precept upon 
precept. . . . For unto him that receiveth I will 
give more" (2 Ne. 28:30). Through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith has come the restoration of all necessary priest- 
hood keys and gospel principles taught in our temples 
today. 

This came in an unfolding, "line upon line" process 
that is reflected in the revelations of the Doctrine and 
Covenants. Likewise, when we attend the temple the 
spiritual meanings of the symbols in these ordinances 
will be unfolded to our minds "line upon line." Just 
as the Prophet gained greater understanding of the 
temple ordinances by his faithfulness and prayers, 
so may we deepen our appreciation of the richness 
of the temple ordinances through our own diligence. 

The Purpose of Temples Anciently 

In Old Testament times, temples served two distinct 
functions. First, they were places of revelation. God 
promised, for example, to manifest himself to His peo- 
ple in the temple-tabernacle made in the wilderness 
by Moses and the children of Israel (see Ex. 25:8, 22). 
Secondly, they were places where sacred ordinances 
were performed. God revealed these ordinances to 
Moses in the tabernacle (see D&C 124:38), to the 
prophet Nathan in the temporary temple-tabernacle 
at Jerusalem (see 2 Sam. 7:2; D&C 132:39), and to 
Solomon in his temple (see 1 Kgs. 6:12). Both of these 


temple functions would necessarily have to be part of 
the latter-day "restitution of all things" (Acts 3:21). 

The Promise of Priesthood Power 

The first latter-day revelation on temples contains 
words from the angel Moroni received 21 September 
1823 (see D&C 2). Moroni paraphrased Malachi's Old 
Testament prophecy emphasizing that the ancient 
prophet Elijah would bring priesthood powers (com- 
pare Mai. 4:5-6). This prophecy meant that Elijah 
would restore the priesthood authority to perform 
temple ordinances that seal families together beyond 
the grave. Thus from the very beginning of this dis- 
pensation, the restoration of the crowning ordinances 
of the temple was foretold. 

The first recorded latter-day revelation referring 
specifically to a temple came in December 1830, when 
the Lord reaffirmed that He would "suddenly come" 
to His temple (D&C 36:8). Shortly thereafter, on 
2 January 1831, in Fayette, New York, the Lord gave 
encouragement and instruction for the Church to 
move from New York to Ohio. In it the Lord further 
explained, "For this cause I gave unto you the com- 
mandment that ye should go to the Ohio; and there 
I will give unto you my law; and there you shall be 
endowed with power from on high" (D&C 38:32). Just 
a few days later the Lord reiterated these promises: 
"And inasmuch as my people shall assemble them- 
selves at the Ohio, I have kept in store a blessing such 
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as is not known among the children 
of men, and it shall be poured forth 
upon their heads" (D&C 39:15). 

Once the members arrived in 
Ohio the Lord gave them His prom- 
ised law as recorded in Doctrine 
and Covenants 42, which includes 
instructions relating to chastity (see 
D&C 42:22-26) and consecration 
(see D&C 42:30-39). 

The Lord then continued to give 
instructions in the revelations 
regarding His promise to 
endow His people with 
power: "And ye are to 
be taught from on high. 

Sanctify yourselves and 
ye shall be endowed 
with power" (D&C 43:16). 

This promise was fulfilled 
when priesthood keys 
necessary to perform 
temple ordinances were 
restored in April 1836 
(see D&C 110:13-16). 

The Building of a Temple 

The first recorded latter-day instruction that a 
temple be built came in the summer of 1831 as the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and other elders arrived 
for a visit in western Missouri. The Lord revealed 
that the center place of Zion and its temple was at 
Independence, Missouri (see D&C 57:1-3). Before the 
Prophet's return to Ohio, the Lord instructed: "Let 
my servant Sidney Rigdon consecrate and dedicate 
this land [Independence, Missouri], and the spot for 
the temple, unto the Lord" (D&C 58:57). The Lord ex- 
pected the Saints to begin to build a temple in west- 
ern Missouri as soon as possible (see D&C 84:1-4). 

On 2 August 1831 Elder Rigdon dedicated the land 
as assigned, and in a solemn ceremony the following 
day, the Prophet laid a cornerstone for the temple. 

Other Temple-Related Principles 

Near the end of 1832 the Lord directed the con- 
vening of a "school of the prophets" (D&C 88:127) in 
Kirtland, Ohio. In His instructions to this school the 
Lord taught many temple-related concepts: We must 
live the celestial law in order to inherit the celestial 
kingdom (see D&C 88:21-22). Members were told to 
"cast away your idle thoughts and your excess of 
laughter" (D&C 88:69). The Lord also promised to tes- 
tify to the Father that if they would sanctify themselves 


they would be declared "clean from 
the blood of this wicked generation" 
(see D&C 88:74-75). Sessions of the 
school were called solemn assem- 
blies (see D&C 88:70, 117), and only 
the worthy were to attend (see D&C 
88:134). Participants in the school 
also accepted a commitment not to 
wilfully divulge sacred matters dis- 
cussed in the school. 1 Clearly the 
Lord was preparing His people 
for the restoration of His temple 
ordinances. 

The Lord wanted the 
school, like His temple, to be 
"a house of prayer, a house 
of fasting, a house of faith, 
a house of learning, a house 
of glory, a house of order, a 
house of God" (D&C 88:119; 
compare D&C 109:6-9). 
Furthermore, by this time 
the Lord had already re- 
vealed to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith the eternity 
of the marriage covenant 
(see D&C 132, section head- 
ing). The Lord was preparing to endow His Saints. 

While Church members in Ohio were establishing 
the School of the Prophets in Kirtland, members in 
Missouri were struggling to establish Zion and pre- 
paring to build the temple at Independence. As per- 
secutions mounted, members were admonished to 
build the Lord's house "for the salvation of Zion" (see 
D&C 97:10-12). It was to be "a place of thanksgiving" 
and of "instruction for all those who are called to the 
work of the ministry" (D&C 97:13). The Lord prom- 
ised: "My glory shall rest upon it," and "my presence 
shall be there, for I will come into it" (D&C 97:15-16). 

Unfortunately, members did not carry out the 
Lord's direction to build a temple in Missouri. In 
time, persecutions forced them to flee their homes 
in Jackson County. Meanwhile, the Lord had given 
further instruction concerning building the temple 
in Kirtland, Ohio. 

The Lord's House in Kirtland 

In May 1833 the Lord directed the Kirtland mem- 
bers to move forward with building His temple (see 
D&C 94:1-2). Apparently they did not heed this direc- 
hon, because in a revelation given the following month 
they were chastised for their failure to build the Lord's 
house (see D&C 95:1-3). The Lord repeated His prom- 
ise "to endow those whom I have chosen with power 


THE INTENT 
OF TEMPLE 
WORK FOR 
THE DEAD 

"This doctrine 
[of temple work 
for the dead] and its ordinances 
are laden with love and are 
intended to perpetuate the 
sweetest of all relationships— 
in families forever." 

Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, "The Spirit of Elijah," 
Ensign , Nov. 1 994, 86. 



The first latter-day temple was in Kirtland, Ohio. 
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from on high" and urged the Saints not to delay (see 
D&C 95:8-9). He specified that the temple was not to 
be built "after the manner of the world" but according 
to a plan He promised to reveal (see D&C 95:13-14). His 
plan called for a chapel on tire main floor, to be used for 
praying, preaching, and administering the sacrament. 

A similar hall on the second floor was "for the school of 
mine apostles" (see D&C 95:15-17). Hence this temple's 
design was different from all subsequent temples. As 
President Brigham Young pointed out, the Kirtland 
Temple "had no basement in it, nor a font nor prepara- 
tions to give endowments for the living or the dead." 2 

Power and Blessings from on High 

Following a period of sacrifice to build the Kirtland 
Temple, the Lord poured out marvelous blessings upon 
His people. On Thursday evening, 21 January 1836, the 
First Presidency met with the Patriarch, Joseph Smith Sr., 
on the upper floor of the nearly completed temple. 


They anointed one another with conse- 
crated oil and pronounced blessings and 
prophecies. 3 The heavens were opened, 
and the Prophet Joseph "beheld the celes- 
tial kingdom of God, and the glory thereof" 

(D&C 137:1). When he saw his brother 
Alvin in that kingdom, he "marveled" be- 
cause Alvin had died without being bap- 
tized by proper authority. The Lord 
declared, "All who have died without a knowledge of 
this gospel, who would have received it if they had 
been permitted to tarry, shall be heirs of the celestial 
kingdom of God" (D&C 137:7). This assurance to the 
Prophet has become the foundation of our doctrine 
of salvation for the dead and the great vicarious service 
in the temples today. 

Hundreds of Church members crowded into the 
Kirtland Temple on its day of dedication, Sunday, 

27 March 1836. The highlight of the service was the 
dedicatory prayer given by revelation to the Prophet 
(see D&C 109). After expressing grati- 
tude for God's blessings, the Prophet, 
with hands raised to heaven and tears 
flowing freely, prayed that the Lord 
would accept this temple, which had 
been built "that the Son of Man might 
have a place to manifest himself to 
his people" (D&C 109:5). The Prophet 
Joseph then petitioned that the prom- 
ised blessing in prior revelations of 
"power from on high" be realized (see 
D&C 109:6-9, 13, 22, 35). This prayer 
has become the pattern for all other 
temple dedicatory prayers. The 
Prophet Joseph Smith and many oth- 
ers testified that they beheld numer- 
ous divine messengers and heard 
heavenly choirs during the services. 

A transcendent spiritual manifes- 
tation occurred on Easter Sunday, 

3 April 1836, just one week following 
the temple dedication. After the close 
of the afternoon worship service, the 
Prophet Joseph and Oliver Cowdery 
retired to the Melchizedek Priesthood 
pulpits in the west end of the tem- 
ple's lower main room. A canvas 
partition, or "veil," was lowered so 
that they might pray in private. The 
Prophet testified that "the veil was 
taken from our minds" (D&C 110:1) 
and that he and Oliver beheld a series 
of visions. The Lord Jesus Christ ap- 
peared, accepted the temple, and 
promised to manifest Himself therein 


O n Easter Sunday, 

3 April 1836, Jesus 
Christ appeared in the 
Kirtland Temple and 
promised to speak to 
His servants "with 
mine own voice if 
my people will keep 
my commandments" 
(D&C 110:8). 
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NAUVOO, ILLINOIS, 1859, BY JOHN SCHRODER 


"if my people will keep my com- 
mandments, and do not pollute this 
holy house" (D&C 110:8). Moses, 

Elias, and Elijah then appeared 
and bestowed priesthood keys (see 
D&C 110:11-16). Through the sealing 
keys restored by Elijah, the priest- 
hood ordinances of temples can be 
performed today. Latter-day Saints 
may participate in saving ordinances 
in behalf of loved ones who have 
died without the opportunity of 
accepting the gospel in mortality. 

In this way the hearts of the children 
are turning to their fathers and 
mothers (see Mai. 4:5-6). 

The appearance of these messen- 
gers confirms that the Kirtland 
Temple truly was a place of 
revelation — the first major 
purpose of temples. Although 
a partial temple endowment, 
primarily the ordinances 
of washing and anointing, 
was conducted there, the 
full restoration of sacred 
ordinances — the second 
function of temples — 
would not come until later. 

Not long after these 
glorious occurrences, per- 
secution increased and 
forced the faithful Saints 
from Ohio. They fled to Far 
West in Missouri, where members previously expelled 
from Jackson County were also gathered. Once again 
the Lord instructed them to build a temple where they 
might gather and worship (see D&C 115:8), but within 
a year persecution forced members to abandon their 
homes in Missouri. It was not until they found safe 
haven in Nauvoo, Illinois, that they could turn their 
attention again to building a temple and receiving 
therein sacred ordinances for the living and the dead. 

The Nauvoo Temple 

The Prophet Joseph Smith first preached the doc- 
trine of vicarious baptisms for the dead at a funeral 
on 15 August 1840. Under priesthood direction. 
Church members almost immediately began perform- 
ing this ordinance in the Mississippi River on behalf 
of deceased loved ones. The Prophet taught Church 
members that those who neglect this work "do it at 
the peril of their own salvation." 4 With such encour- 
agement, members eagerly took advantage of this 


opportunity to make gospel ordi- 
nances and blessings available to 
their departed ancestors, perform- 
ing nearly 16,000 vicarious bap- 
tisms by 1844. 

On 19 January 1841 the Lord 
specifically instructed that the tem- 
ple be built: "Build a house to my 
name, for the Most High to dwell 
therein. For there is not a place 
found on earth that he may come 
to and restore again that which 
was lost unto you" (D&C 124:27-28). 
This time the Lord wanted a bap- 
tismal font included in the temple, 
and He declared, "For this ordinance 
belongeth to my house, and cannot 
be acceptable to me [in such places 
as the river], only in the days of 
your poverty, wherein ye are 
not able to build a house 
unto me" (D&C 124:30). 
Thus, the Nauvoo Temple, 
like holy sanctuaries in an- 
cient times, served both 
functions — as a place of 
contact between God and 
mankind and as a place 
where sacred ordinances 
were performed. 

In the Nauvoo Temple 
came the full endowment. 
The Lord said, "Let this house 
be built unto my name, that I 
may reveal mine ordinances therein unto my people; 
for I deign to reveal unto my church things which 
have been kept hid from before the foundation of the 
world" (D&C 124:40-41). 

In two letters written during the first week of 
September 1842, the Prophet gave further instructions 
concerning the work for the dead. He emphasized that 
a recorder be present, not only to keep an accurate 
record but also to assure that each ordinance was done 
properly (see D&C 127:6; 128:3). He taught members 
that keeping proper records on earth was linked to the 
efficacy of the ordinances in heaven (see D&C 128:8-9). 
He also explained that because temple baptismal fonts 
symbolize the grave, they should be located "under- 
neath where the living are wont to assemble" (see D&C 
128:12-13). Expanding on the writing of the Apostle 
Paul (see Heb. 11:40), the Prophet declared that without 
the ordinances for the dead "the fathers . . . cannot be 
made perfect — neither can we without our dead be 
made perfect" (D&C 128:15). He further wrote that 
there must be "a welding link of some kind or other 



TEMPLE 
DOCTRINES 
AND 

ORDINANCES 
RESTORED 

"The opportu- 
nity to receive 
[the] supernal blessings [of 
the temple] was given by God 
in His infinite goodness to 
the people of this earth 
through the great prophet of 
the Restoration , Joseph Smith. 
He was commissioned to 
restore the fulness of all things 
in our time." 

President James E. Faust of the First 
Presidency, "Eternity Lies before Us," 
Ensign , May 1 997, 20. 



The second latter-day temple was in Nauvoo, Illinois. 
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between the fathers and the children" (D&C 128:18). 
Vicarious ordinances for the dead, he concluded, are 
the means of establishing this link. 

In Nauvoo the Prophet Joseph also preached 
the doctrine of eternal marriage. In May 1843 he in- 
structed Church members that in order to attain the 
highest degree of the celestial kingdom, one must 
enter "the new and everlasting covenant of marriage' 
(see D&C 131:1-4). Two months later he put in writ- 
ing section 132, a revelation he had received much 
earlier. It emphasized that for a marriage to be bind- 
ing in the hereafter it must be a covenant "for time 
and for all eternity"; it must also be performed by 
proper priesthood authority and be "sealed by the 
Holy Spirit of promise" (D&C 132:18). 

The Prophet Joseph Smith performed the first 
full endowments in the upper room of the red brick 
store. Before his death, many leaders of the Church 
and their families had received the temple blessings 
we may receive in the temple today. After the 
Prophet's death, many Church members were eager 
to receive these ordinances and blessings. During 
the eight weeks prior to their exodus from Nauvoo, 
about 5,600 people were endowed, including 107 
on Christmas Day, 1845. 


] 
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The "line upon line" process of unfold- 1 
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service through modern prophets has con- 

tinued. Endowments for the dead were 


inaugurated with tire completion of the 
St. George Temple in 1877. For the first time 

n 


members had tire opportunity of returning 
to the temple and, while officiating in behalf of their 
ancestors, renew their own understanding and appre- 
ciation of the teachings in the endowment. In 1894 a rev- 
elation through President Wilford Woodruff (1807-98) 
directed Church members to trace their own genealogies 
and be sealed to their progenitors as far back as possible. 5 
Then, in 1918, President Joseph F. Smith received a re- 
markable vision, expanding our understanding of how 
the Savior organized tire righteous to carry on the work 
of preaching tire gospel in the spirit world (see D&C 
138). And in 1978 the Lord opened the blessings of tire 
temple to every worthy member without regard for race 
or color (see Official Declaration 2). 

Line upon Line, Precept upon Precept 



What a privilege it is for us to study the Lord's reve- 
lations on temples in the Doctrine and Covenants and 
participate in all the ordinances and blessings of the 
temple that have been revealed gradually to the Saints. 
As members of the Church today, we may receive the 
same promises that were given to the early members: 
that if we will sanctify ourselves we may receive the law 
of the Lord and be endowed with power from on high. 

For "the endowment which was 
given by revelation can best be under- 
stood by revelation; and to those who 
seek most vigorously, with pure hearts, 
will the revelation be the greatest." 6 □ 

Richard O. Cowan is a member of the Provo 13th Ward, 
Provo Utah East Stake. 

Gospel topics: temples, revelation, Doctrine and 
Covenants, Church history 

NOTES 

1. See History of the Church, 2:309. 

2. Deseret News Weekly, 17 Jan. 1877, 809. 

3. History of the Church, 2:379-80. 

4. History of the Church, 4:426. 

5. The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, set G. Homer 
Durham (1946), 157. 

6. John A. Widtsoe, "Temple Worship," Utah Genealogical 
and Historical Magazine, Apr. 1921, 63. 


More on this topic: See Jay M. Todd, “In His Holy House, " Ensign, 
Mar. 1993, 32^-Ll; Ronald K. Esplin, “God Will Protect Me Until My 
Work Is Done, " Ensign, Aug. 1989, 16-21; Adney Y. Komatsu, “House 
of the Lord," Ensign, Nov. 1983, 27-28; James B. Allen, “Line Upon 
Line," Ensign, July 1979, 32-39. 


Visit www.lds.org or see Church magazines on CD. 


The dedication of more than 50 new temples under the direction 
of President Gordon B. Hinckley has brought temple blessings 
within half a day's travel for many members. 
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Family Home Evening 

Any Size, Any Situation 

Regardless of the circumstances , 
family home evening can bring blessings 
and joy to all. 
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S ingle? Married with young children? A family 
of teenagers? Widowed or divorced with 
children? "Empty-nesters"? Home alone? 

No matter your situation or the size of your family, 
family home evening can work for you. The Ensign 
asked its readers to write about their family home 
evening experiences. Following are some of their 
testimonies and memories. 

Lamanite Tents 

As a single parent with three sons, I have learned 
that the Lord will bless us when we make an effort to 
have family home evening. One Monday evening I 
had not prepared a lesson but went ahead anyway. We 
sang "I Am a Child of God" and then knelt down on 
the living room floor and had an opening prayer. I be- 
gan by reading out of a Book of Mormon picture book 
about the Lamanites in the forest. We took special in- 
terest in an illustrated picture of the Lamanites by their 
tents. Before long, we were discussing how it would be 
to live in a tent all the time with wild animals around. 
We decided to build our own tent and pretend that we 
were like the Lamanites in the wilderness. 

Our tent used up every blanket, chair, stool, and pil- 
low in the house and consumed the entire living room. 
When it was finished, we rolled up one side so we 
could see the television. We ate ice cream cones while 
we watched a Church video. The boys and I grew 
closer together that night as we sat snuggled together 
in that tent. The Spirit was so strong as I felt their love 
for me and each other. — Lauri Meacham Saunders, 
Nampa Second Ward, Nampa Idaho South Stake 

Come unto Christ 

One family home evening, we all gathered 
around the dining room table in a room at the back 
of our house. It had a sliding glass door facing a 
fenced field with our sheep. We sang some songs 
and had an opening prayer. For the lesson. Dad 
asked us to call the sheep. We each took our turn 
and called the sheep, but they didn't come. 

Dad then walked to the door. As he called out, all 
the sheep ran quickly to the fence, bleating loudly at 
him. They called to him until he returned to the table. 

Then Dad read to us from the New Testament: "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol- 
low me" (John 10:27). 

I learned that night the importance of building 
a strong relationship with the Savior so that I would 

A single mom with three sons (left) and a widow (right) 
are among those who found blessings through a 
weekly family home evening. 


always know the Shepherd's voice when I heard it. 

— Becky Shaw, Sandy Second Ward, Sandy Utah 
West Stake 


First Testimony 


In our family, the first family home evening of 
the month is reserved for testimony bearing. On one 
such occasion, when I was 14 years old, I was deter- 
mined not to bear my testimony. However, as our 
testimony meeting began, I literally felt a burning 
within that urged me to stand. Unwillingly I stood 
before my family, not knowing what I was going to 
say. Incredible feelings of the Spirit enveloped me as 
I bore witness of the things I knew were true. I was 
astonished at my feelings, and by the end of my testi- 
mony I sat down, sobbing. 

Later that evening, my father talked with me. As 
I tried to explain what had happened, I was again 
overwhelmed with those same feelings. My dad ex- 
plained that what I was feeling was the Holy Ghost 
witnessing to me that what I had said was true and of 
God. Dad gave me a big hug. I told him that this was 
the first time I had ever felt such strong feelings per- 
taining to the gospel. He then said something I will 
never forget, "Isn't it wonderful that you could feel 
these first-time feelings with your family?" 

I'm grateful that family home evening provided 
the opportunity for this important spiritual experi- 
ence in my life. — Darla F. Jones, Maple Hills Ward, 
Tooele Utah East Stake 



Family Home Evening for One 


After my children left home, I stopped holding 
family home evening. One day I realized that I could 
hold it by myself, so I decided to give it a try. I sang 
a hymn and read the scriptures and an article in the 
Ensign. I finished up with another hymn and prayer. 

I felt very good about it all and shed a few tears of joy. 
I felt the Spirit of the Lord strongly, letting me know I 
was doing what the Lord wanted me to do. That was 
a few years ago, but I still hold family home evening 
on my own every week. — Elena Neale, Swansea 
Ward, Merthyr Tydfil Wales Stake 
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FAMILY HOME EVENINGS 
ARE FOR EVERYONE 


"Dear David and Sarah" 


As a divorced dad, I worried 
about my two young children — 

David and Sarah — who lived more 
than 500 miles away in Hanover, 

Pennsylvania, from me in Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana, and without the 
gospel. I talked with my bishop, and 
he suggested that I use my family 
home evening time each week to 
write a personal letter to each of 
my children. He promised me that 
my faithfulness in this task would 
provide the key to answering my 
prayers for my children's well-being and lead my 
children to baptism. I was skeptical that letters could 
make the difference, but I followed his counsel. 

Years passed, and I continued to write each week 
and visit whenever I could. Unfortunately, my chil- 
dren seemed to be moving further and further away 
from interest in the gospel. It was discouraging, and 
I worried about their spiritual welfare. 

Nonetheless, as David and Sarah became young 
adults, both of them chose to be baptized — one in Fort 
Knox, Kentucky, and the other a few years later in Mar- 
tinsburg. West Virginia. Tears of gratitude came to my 


" Family home 
evenings are 
for everyone , 
whether it 
be in a two- 
parent home , a single-parent 
home, or in a single-member 
family unit." 



eyes as they gave me the great 
honor of participating in their 
baptisms. Exercising faith in the 
promises of the Lord helped bring 
forth this blessing on behalf of 
my children. — Larry D. Kump, 
Martinsburg Ward, Winchester 
Virginia Stake 

Sausage Rolls and Biscuits 


Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, "'Therefore I 
Was Taught/" Ensign , May 1994, 38. 
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ne divorced dad used his family home evenings to 
write to his two children who were far away. 



Our family home evenings 
were a bit different as all of us 
who gathered together were single — 
the only Latter-day Saints in each 
of our families. Our group included a kind and intelli- 
gent bachelor in his 60s, a loving woman in her 30s, a 
17-year-old student, and me, a young single woman. 
The missionaries and numerous others who passed 
through our ward were always welcome too. 

We took turns giving the lessons and planning 
the activities. It was a joy to teach the gospel to each 
other, and we always finished off with sausage rolls, 
biscuits, and a lot of laughter. One time we hired 
a minibus and went to see the Christmas lights in 
a little village some distance away. Meeting every 
Monday evening, we became close friends. The Spirit 
of the Lord was always there. 

I'm married now with two little girls, but I'll al- 
ways be grateful for my treasured memories of this 
family home evening group. — Lorraine Wallis-Plant, 
Barnsley Branch, Sheffield England Stake 

A Turn to Teach 

We were having difficulty teaching our 14-year- 
old daughter a certain principle, so we decided to 
use family home evening as a tool. When it came 
her turn to give the lesson, we assigned her a topic 
that would address her problem. She was very dili- 
gent in preparing and presenting the lesson. Right 
in the middle of the lesson she stopped talking, took 
a quick deep breath, covered her mouth with her 
hand, and burst into tears. Very humbly she turned 
to us and said, "I'm sorry." For the first time she real- 
ized what she had been doing was wrong and un- 
derstood why we were so concerned. Family home 
evening opened the door to repentance for her. 

— Liana R. Richins, Valencia Branch, Tucson 
Arizona West Stake 

Our Pumpkin Patch 

Gardening can be a great unifying activity, as 
President Spencer W Kimball (1895-1985) and other 


42 


Church leaders have taught. One of our favorite 
family home evenings came from working in our 
garden together. When we started, we never 
guessed it would bring us so much laughter and be- 
come such a treasured memory. We just knew some- 
thing had to be done, since most of the weeds in 
our once-lovely garden spot were taller than 
some of our children! Pulling those huge 
weeds was too hard, so Mom, Dad, and 
all five children stomped them down. 

Then we covered the garden spot with 
layers of newspaper held in place 
with a thick dousing of fresh grass 
clippings. By the time we finished, 
the garden spot looked great. Because 
everyone worked well together, the 
task was accomplished quickly and 
we weren't even very tired. 

Though it was late in the season, 
the next day we scraped aside a small 
section of newspaper and grass from 
the center of the garden and poked 
some pumpkin seeds into the 
ground. Everyone was curious to 
know if we would have pumpkins 
before it became too cold. 

We watched as little pumpkins 
began to grow. By the last week 
in October, we had several 
good-sized pumpkins. 

The only problem was 
that they were still green. 

Undaunted, we decided 
to pick them anyway 
and carve jack-o- 
lanterns. What a sur- 
prise when we turned 
them over and dis- 
covered that they 
were bright orange 
on the other side! 

When we carved 
them, they looked 
like little orange 
pumpkin faces with 
lots of green hair! 

They were the funniest 
looking jack-o-lanterns 
we had ever seen. This 
activity brought us not 
only a few gardening 
skills, but family 

G rowing pumpkins created lasting 
memories for one family. 


unity and joyous memories as well. — Kathey 
Ahlstrom, Fairborn Ward, Dayton Ohio East 
Stake 

Gospel topics: family home evening, parenthood 

More on this topic: See “A Tale of Two 
Families," Ensign, Dec. 2000, 58-61; 
“Looking for a Family Home Evening 
Lesson?" Ensign, July 1999, 22-27; 
Robert D. Hales, “Strengthening 
Families: Our Sacred Duty,” 
Ensign, May 1999, 32-34. 

Visit www.lds.org or see 
Church magazines on CD. 




ft 

ft 

11 


J» 

■ 

FT 


ft 

ft 

ft 


$ 

ft 


a 

ft 




Ml- I IFH IVIFIVRVI I 

I I II ■ | 'i U * K a « h ' ► IL<| 


-»>< 




* , 


ant _ in in 


c 0 

:U|., 

! !'■ o 1 I 

i uitVu^ IN ■•'Ik > i m 

£jjt 


l VBlPft \ 


feft ■ ■ ■ I 


+-b'4 * * *•?•••< m 


> « 4 * Mi * 




ii ata 


* omnium m mu kimummiumiu mi HiiHumimmim minium 

_oba . thoy hud boon iaux^il bu their rndhura . that if "they 
dud natd<xjLbt.-f»i upoutd d-;Uucr them, 

■-An d they rchu ar4j:d iintony: the uuardLd o| ificu* 
mother*, We do not doubt our rixdSu:ra Ju-ietu ti 

vssfe^A R: ^ 15 i^ : V, ssfe 

\ v mam , w .'.w.VbW.vA h . v.wva 1 //ay, ■- way. v.v a ya v + w ,y / a v/ a-a a v a\ wav , 1 ,v , 1 wav i 


T he Book of Mormon is a rich 
resource of stories of faithful 
people who believed in the 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Featured here 
are works of three Latter-day Saint 
artists who have drawn upon some 
of these stories as the subject for 
their artwork. Their artwork was 
part of the Fifth International Art 
Competition sponsored by the 
Museum of Church History 
and Art. 
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The Guardians of the Hearth (Merit Award), 
Eileen N. Whitaker, Sunset Heights Sixth 
Ward, Orem Utah Sunset Heights Stake, 
Victorian stitchery, 44" x 29 1/2". 

Sister Whitaker has captured a mes- 
sage of inspiration and hope for today's 
mothers, the "Guardians of the Hearth," 
in this Victorian stitchery. She used two 
powerful scriptures wherein the sons 
of Helaman expressed faith in their 
mother's teachings (see Alma 56:47-48; 
57:21), then added the words of a bless- 
ing from President Gordon B. Hinckley 
speaking at the general Relief Society 
meeting on 23 September 1995. At this 
meeting, "The Family: A Proclamation 
to the World" was presented. 


44 





Heavenly Father 
provided a "compass" 
for Lehi and his family 
to journey through 
the wilderness and 
to the promised land 
when He gave them 
a "round ball of curi- 
ous workmanship" 

(1 Ne. 16:10) called 
the Liahona. "Pointers 
which were in the ball 
. . . did work according 
to the faith and dili- 
gence and heed" 

(1 Ne. 16:28) of the 
family. 

Sister Samson 
wanted to remind us 
that we have a similar 
"compass" today — 
the Book of Mormon — 

that can help us find our way back to our Heavenly 
Father. If we will live by its precepts and teachings, / 
it will surely guide our lives. □ 


They Did Carry with Them 
Swarms of Honeybees 
and Seeds of Every Kind, 
Emma Allebes, Fair Oaks 
Fourth Ward, Sacramento 
California Fair Oaks Stake, 
applique quilt, 56" x 81". 

As Sister Allebes was 
reading of the Jaredite 
migration in Ether 2:3, she 
came upon the idea to do 
a quilt with a honeybee, 
fruit, and flower theme. She 
started with the honeycomb 
background and hand ap- 
pliqued 231 4-inch hexagons 
to a gold 100-percent cotton 
fabric. Then she added the 
blossoms, honeybees, and 
fruits by hand applique. 
Beadwork and folk-style 
quilting completed the quilt. 


Our Liahona in Our Lives, Lourdes D. Samson, Pilar Branch, 
Orion Philippines District, embroidery, 22 1/2" x 27 1/2". 
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We have the power to choose our course in life — 
to choose good or evil. 





By Elder Harold C. Brown 
Area Authority Seventy 

■any years ago, two of my 
teenage friends and I decided 
.to take a drive into the moun- 
tains to a place where several small lakes collected 
melted snow in the spring to water thirsty summer 
crops in the valley below. We decided to drive in an 
old car that had been parked for some time and had 
long ago exhausted its usefulness. We put gasoline in 
it, checked the radiator and oil, and, by pulling it with 
a tractor, finally got it started and were on our way. 

We soon realized why the car had been aban- 
doned. The steep hills were more than it could easily 
negotiate, and frequently it stalled before reaching 
the top. When this occurred, we backed down the 

hill and up the 
one behind us. 
Then, with 
a roar of 
the engine 
and all the 


could muster, the old car pushed up the hill, over the 
top, and down the other side. 

We soon reached the crest of a tall hill — the last ob- 
stacle that stood between us and our destination. We 
opened the gate and looked down — way down. The 
road was steep, much steeper than we had anticipated. 
Still, we felt invincible, and although we were miles 
from home, no one wanted to think about whether or 
not the car had the power to return up the hill. 

We had set our minds upon enjoying ourselves at 
the lakes. The possibility of not being able to get back 
was far from our minds, so we drove through the 
gate and down the steep hill. The car engine revved 
up as it held back the car's descent, and we felt the 
quick drop in the pit of our stomachs. 

We enjoyed the beautiful place, the scenery, skip- 
ping rocks on the lake, and the simple joy of life and 
living. As the sun began to lower in the sky, we knew 
it was time to go home. We looked up the hill, which 
seemed even steeper now. There was only a short 
distance from the edge of the lake to the point where 
the road began a steep angle upward. 

We piled in the car and started up the hill. We made 
it only partway — not nearly far enough. We tried again 
and again. It was only then that the consequence of our 
ear her decision began to rest squarely on us. Yet we 
were not really concerned about our 
safety. We could sleep in the car that 
evening, and even if our T-shirts 
didn't keep us very warm, we 
would survive and walk out the 
next day. 




4 * 


We tried practically everything. Each new effort 
seemed to propel us a little farther up the hill. Perhaps, 
we thought, if we could muster one more major effort and 
have everything work right for us, we coidd make it out. 

We cleared away brush near the lake to provide 
more distance to make our run. We removed rocks 
and debris from the road, and two of us stationed 
ourselves partway up the hill to push when the car 
reached its limits. One last chance! With the gas pedal 
to the floor, the old car fishtailed up the road, and as it 
slowed down, two teenage boys with arms under the 
rear bumper and faces squashed against the trunk 
pushed with all their might as rocks spun from the 
wheels and stung their hands, arms, and legs. 

Finally we reached the top and were on our way 
home, a little wiser and armed with a lifelong re- 
minder that while we are free at any given time to 
make choices, we do not choose the consequences 
of the decisions we make. 

We Choose Our Course 

Choices we make now will affect who and what 
we are in the future. Agency is as basic as life itself and 
cannot be taken from us. Even in the most difficult cir- 
cumstances, we may still choose our course. Viktor 


Frankl, a Jewish psy- 
chiatrist, was a prisoner 
during World War II. 

He suffered greatly and 
experienced the loss 
of most of his freedoms. 

However, he came to believe 
that even though freedom may 
be greatly restricted, agency — or the 
power to choose at any moment in time — remains 
with us (see Man's Search for Meaning [1959]). 

Sometimes there are restrictions on the choices we 
can make. For example, an individual who is short, 
not very coordinated, and slow has the agency to try 
out for a basketball team. However, his particular 
physical characteristics may restrict his opportunity 
to make the team. Agency, or the power to choose, is 
a constant, while the range of choices or opportunity 
to make choices may vary. 

Sometimes we take the gift of agency for granted 
because making choices is so much a part of all we do. 
However, we should never forget the heartrending 
and terrible price paid in our premortal existence to 
preserve our agency. In the scriptures we read: 

"Because . . . Satan rebelled against me, and sought 
to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Ford God, 
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had given him, and also, that I should give unto him 
mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, 
I caused that he should be cast down" (Moses 4:3). 

"A third part of the hosts of heaven turned he away 
from me because of their agency; 

"And they were thrust down, and thus came the 
devil and his angels" (D&C 29:36-37). 

We can better understand the importance Heavenly 
Father placed on agency if we consider how we would 
feel if one- third of our family members rejected our be- 
liefs and were lost to us forever. 

Agency is an essential element of our eternal exis- 
tence. The Lord said of us, "All [intelligence] is inde- 
pendent in that sphere in which God has placed it, 
to act for itself . . . ; otherwise there is no existence" 
(D&C 93:30). 

It wasn't just that Satan's twisted version of our 
Heavenly Father's plan was second best; more impor- 
tant, it simply could never work. There is no existence 
without agency. 

Nephi clearly teaches that men 
are "free forever, knowing good from 
evil; to act for themselves and not to 
be acted upon" (2 Ne. 2:26). The Lord 
states that "the power is in them, 
wherein they are agents unto them- 
selves" (D&C 58:28). 

The power to choose is within 
each of us, and nothing can take it from us. We have 
the power to choose our course in life — to choose 
good or evil when the choice is placed before us. 

Do Not Be Deceived 

Satan will do everything he possibly can to de- 
ceive you. He wants you to make choices that dimin- 
ish your desire to choose righteousness, in hopes that 
you will eventually become his servant. 

Several years ago I visited with a man whose story 
was tragic. When he was a young boy, he was sexu- 
ally abused by someone he trusted. This experience 
spawned in him a desire for additional experiences. 
He had followed the temptation of an escalating de- 
sire for sexual sin. Now more than 30 years later, he 
described himself as being in the "bonds of iniquity" 
(Mosiah 27:29) and "bound down by the chains of 
hell" (Alma 13:30), as stated by Alma. 

In total self-disgust, he declared that he must either 
stop his sinful behavior or end his life. I knew he meant 
what he said; I could see it in his eyes and hear it in 
his voice. 

His days were consumed with bad thoughts 
and immoral experiences. He claimed he had lost 
his willpower and he was addicted to sin and could 
not change. He had tried many times but felt 


powerless against the forces he had chosen earlier in 
his life. 

I sensed that along with the professional advice I 
might offer him as a counselor, more than anything 
else he needed the knowledge and hope that comes 
from understanding the Savior and I [is power to help 
even the most discouraged person. 

We talked of the power of the Atonement. From the 
Book of Mormon we read that "tire Son of God suffer- 
ed! according to the desh that he might take upon him 
the sins of his people, that he might blot out their trans- 
gressions according to the power of his deliverance" 
and "that he has all power to save every man that be- 
lieveth on his name and bringeth forth fruit meet for 
repentance" (Alma 7:13; 12:15). 

We reviewed the experience of Alma and his 
followers, who were taken into bondage by the 
Lamanites and were delivered miraculously from 
their power (see Mosiah 23). We discussed how 
others can be delivered from their bondage, includ- 
ing spiritual bondage — the 
bondage of sin, if you will. 

We read the words of Mosiah: 
"But behold, [the Lord] did deliver 
them because they did humble 
themselves before him; and be- 
cause they cried mightily unto 
him he did deliver them out of 
bondage; and thus doth the Lord work with his 
power in all cases among the children of men, ex- 
tending the arm of mercy towards them that put 
their trust in him" (Mosiah 29:20). 

I challenged his beliefs that he no longer had the 
willpower to choose the right and that he must now 
succumb to temptation. To illustrate, I asked him what 
he would do if someone he respected entered the 
room during one of his immoral episodes. After only 
a brief moment as he thought about my question, he 
indicated that he indeed would stop immediately if 
this were to occur. 

As we talked about this, he realized that he did 
have the agency to make the right choices, but his 
desire to do so was diminished because of his contin- 
ual sin. 

Every act of disobedience takes away light and 
truth and gives Satan more power over us. "And that 
wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, 
through disobedience" (D&C 93:39). 

In a vision of the world and its future inhabitants, 
Enoch saw "generation upon generation; and Enoch 
was high and lifted up, even in the bosom of the 
Father, and of the Son of Man; and behold, the power 
of Satan was upon all the face of the earth. . . . 

"And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in 
his hand, and it veiled the whole face of the earth 


I earn to trust your feelings 
jand to act accordingly. For 
example, practice turning off the 
TV if you feel that what you are 
viewing is not right. 
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with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and 
his angels rejoiced" (Moses 7:24, 26). 

This great chain was what Alma describes as "the 
chains of hell" that bind those who choose evil rather 
than good. As they make wrong choices, their power 
and desire to choose righteousness are diminished, 
and the time may come when "they are taken captive 
by the devil, and led by his will down to destruction. 
Now this is what is meant by the chains of hell" 

(Alma 12:11). 

One way men and women gain more desire and 
power to make correct choices is through obedience 
to God's commandments. "He that keepeth his com- 
mandments receiveth truth and light. . . . Light and 
truth forsake that evil one" (D&C 93:28, 37). 

While this man had much more to do to repent and 
straighten out his life, he at least gained a better under- 
standing of God's power to help him and his own abil- 
ity to begin to make the right choices. Understanding 
this truth empowered him with the hope of change, 
even though the road ahead was still 
very difficult. 

Learn to trust your feelings and 
to choose accordingly. If you feel 
uncomfortable in a situation, it is 
probably the Holy Ghost prompting 
you to remedy the situation or 
choose to leave. Do not let your fear 
of what others think overcome your faith in the 
promptings of the Spirit. The Lord will warn His chil- 
dren about danger as they are willing to listen and 
act. Practice by turning off the television or respond- 
ing appropriately when you feel that what you are 
doing or viewing is not right. 

Each time you exercise your agency to make correct 
choices, even in small things, you gain more light and 
truth and are better able to make the right choice when 
faced with even greater temptations and challenges. 

While each problem must receive careful atten- 
tion, we should remember that every time we pray, 
study the word of God, fast, contribute tithing and 
fast offerings, or perform any act of service, our 
power to make other more difficult choices increases. 

Exercising Self-Control 

Those who learn to exercise self-control learn to 
make choices that keep them as far away from the 
temptation as possible. It is easier to choose not to enter 
a bar or pub than it is to avoid drinking a bottle of alco- 
hol already held to our Kps. It is easier to avoid pornog- 
raphy if we never knowingly enter a Web site that 
might display questionable material. 

Some feel they don't have the power to choose — 
that their particular temptation is beyond their abikty 


to resist. The Prophet Joseph Smith "observed that 
Satan was generally blamed for the evils which we 
did, but if he was the cause of all our wickedness, 
men could not be condemned. The devil could not 
compel mankind to do evil; all was voluntary. . . . 

God would not exert any compulsory means, and the 
devil could not" ( Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
comp. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 187). 

To underscore that committing sin is an active 
process, he said that "those who resisted the Spirit of 
God, would be liable to be led into temptation, and 
then the association of heaven would be withdrawn 
from those who refused to be made partakers of such 
great glory" ( Teachings , 187). 

It is helpful to remember that when we are faced 
with a wrong choice, the Holy Ghost will prompt us 
to do right. To partake of sin, we must first resist the 
Spirit. 

Sometimes individuals are unwilling to use their 
agency and power to make decisions for themselves. 

They want someone else to choose 
for them. Some seek answers 
from the Lord, hoping He will 
tell them every small thing they 
should do. They are unwilling 
to think and act for themselves. 
While every person should seek 
guidance from the Holy Ghost, the 
Lord also expects us to use our minds and to think 
for ourselves. 

Your mind is a gift from God and a source of 
revelation. The Lord gives you power to reason. 
Have you wondered how Moses knew what to 
do to help the Israelites escape from the Egyptians 
who were coming to destroy them? The scriptures 
say, "I will tell you in your mind and in your heart, 
by the Holy Ghost. . . . This is the spirit of revelation; 
behold this is the spirit by which Moses brought 
the children of Israel through the Red Sea on dry 
ground" (D&C 8:2-3). 

The process of thinking, reasoning, using our 
minds, and communicating is a significant source of 
revelation. The Holy Ghost often provides a second 
witness, or burning within, to confirm our initial 
thinking and reasoning. 

In 1856 President Brigham Young told Church 
members: "If I ask [God] to give me wisdom concern- 
ing any requirement in life, or in regard to my own 
course, or that of my friends, my family, my children, 
or those that I preside over, and get no answer from 
him, and then do the very best that my judgment 
will teach me, he is bound to own and honor that 
transaction and he will do so to all intents and pur- 
poses" ( Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. 
Widtsoe [1941], 43). 


H ad the young couples lis- 
tened to the warnings of 
the local people, they would 
have prevented a painful injury 
that took some time to heal. 
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Seeking Counsel 
from Others 

We should also 
seek counsel and ad- 
vice from those whom we trust, love, and respect. 
Listening to those who are in a position of authority 
or who have had experience beyond ours or who 
know the dangers we may face will help us choose 
wisely. 

Two young married couples discovered this im- 
portant principle as they traveled to Mexico on a 
vacation. Searching for a beach which was not too 
crowded, they stopped at one resort but could hardly 
find even a place to sit on the teeming beach. They 
decided to drive farther south to look for a better 
place. As they drove into a small village, they were 
delighted to see the warm Pacific waters in a beauti- 
ful, quiet bay near the edge of the town. Only a few 
local residents were near the water's edge. These 
young couples would have this serene vacation spot 
mostly to themselves. 

As they dressed in their swimming suits and ap- 
proached the water, several citizens tried to caution 
them, but these young people were thinking of the 
beautiful Pacific waters. These were not disobedient 


young people; 
they simply did not listen care- 
fully to those who knew more about the location they 
chose for swimming. 

They waded into the bay. The water was warm, 
gentle, and quiet. They felt fortunate that for some 
strange reason, no one else in the world seemed to 
have discovered this paradise. 

After a short time in the water, one of the young 
women took a step out into the bay. As she placed 
her foot forward into the sand, she felt a distinct 
movement. Frightened, she tried to jump back, but 
before she could, she felt the painful penetration of 
the tail of a stingray deep into her foot. 

Several of the natives came over to see if they 
could help. They explained what they well knew 
and what these young people could have learned 
from them, had they taken the time to listen. 

This particular bay was free from ocean waves. 

The stingrays would come into this calm water, settle 
on the sandy bottom, wiggle until a light layer of sand 
settled over them, and stay there to sun themselves. 

Had these young couples listened to the warnings 
the local, more experienced people tried to provide, 
they would have prevented a painful injury that took 
some time to heal. 
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Avoiding Blame 


We live in a liti- 
gious society. Often 
we hear of lawsuits 
against organizations 
and institutions be- 
cause of the misdeeds 
of people affiliated 
with them. Such ac- 
tivity suggests that 
groups somehow gov- 
ern the decisions of 
these individuals, and 
they are not free to 
make choices for 
themselves. 

Many individuals 
blame their problems 
on others. Terms such 
as "road rage" suggest 
that those who mani- 
fest it have contracted 
some illness over 
which they have no 
control. Whatever happened to old- 
fashioned self-discipline? 

Moroni offered these soul- 
searching, sobering words: "Deny 
yourselves of all ungodliness; . . . 
then is his grace sufficient for you" 

(Moro. 10:32). These words suggest 
no shift of responsibility to someone else, no excuses, 
no magical way out, no blaming some biological, ge- 
netic, or addictive reason for wrong behavior. There 
is only the straightforward admonition to "deny [our- 
selves] of all ungodliness." 

We should also be careful about labeling people as 
homosexuals, abusers, alcoholics, or other such labels, 
because labels often subtly imply an identity or condi- 
tion over which there is no longer personal control or 
responsibility and which may cause someone to lose 
hope that they can make choices to stop inappropriate 
behavior and change their lives. 

Recently progress has been made to better 
understand some of the emotional problems with 
which individuals struggle. Continued research will 
undoubtedly help us better understand the relation- 
ship between biology and genetics and our mental 
and behavioral well-being. However, as we learn more 
about these important matters, we should be careful 
to assume responsibility for the decisions we make 
and their consequences. We should make certain that 
we do not attempt to transfer the responsibility for de- 
cisions we make to a biological cause when doing so 


is not justified and 
tends to erode our 
power to be in control 
of our lives. 

I bear witness that 
people can change their 
sinful behavior — even 
those who may believe 
they are helpless to 
stop. I have seen the 
faithful and prayerful 
break the bonds of pas- 
sion, habit, and addic- 
tion. I have witnessed 
chains of sin, depend- 
ency, and vice shattered 
by humble souls who 
open their hearts and 
minds to the healing in- 
fluence of the Savior. 
Even the most sin- 
ful person can cease 
wrong behavior and 
choose the right course. 
Long will I remem- 
ber that warm, sunny afternoon 
driving into the mountains with 
my friends. The lesson we learned 
was important to remember. Yes, 
we have the power to choose our 
course in life. We must accept the 
consequences of what we choose. 
When your challenges are difficult and your burdens 
hard to bear, remember this: God will never forsake 
you nor forget you. 

Alma the Younger, who knew something about 
overcoming serious challenges, including sin, taught 
us something about God's desire and willingness to 
help. After describing the pains he felt for his sins, he 
said, "Never, until I did cry out ... for mercy, . . . [did I] 
find peace to my soul" (Alma 38:8). 

He also taught, "I do know that whosoever shall 
put their trust in God shall be supported in their 
trials, and their troubles, and their afflictions, and 
shall be lifted up at the last day" (Alma 36:3), and, 

"As much as ye shall put your trust in God even so 
much ye shall be delivered out of your trials, and 
your troubles, and your afflictions" (Alma 38:5). 

I bear witness that these promises are sure and 
that the Savior has power to deliver us if we will trust 
in Him. □ 

Elder Harold C. Brown is an Area Authority Seventy in the Utah 
North Area. 

From a devotional address given at Ricks College on 30 January 2001. 
Gospel topics: agency, choices, accountability, Atonement 



I have witnessed chains of sin 
being shattered by humble 
souls who open their hearts and 
minds to the healing influence 
of the Savior. 
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By Jackie Witzel 

It was hard to receive 
Church welfare assistance 
when I had always 
taken care of myself but 
I received much more 
than food. 

M 




A variety of emotions filled my 
soul as I drove to the bishops' 
storehouse with my ward 
Relief Society president. I had always 
believed in working hard and being 
self-reliant, yet now I found myself 
receiving Church welfare. I was 
grateful for a church that would 
help me and for a bishop who 
wanted to make sure my family 
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A s I helped people who came into the storehouse, I 
l learned the importance of looking on the heart rather 
than the outward appearance. 


was taken care of, but I felt I had somehow failed. 

My husband of 29 years had made a good living, 
and I had been able to stay home with our 10 chil- 
dren. Then he filed for divorce, and for the first time 
in my life, I no longer had sufficient means to provide 
for my family. When my bishop told me the Church 
could help temporarily until my financial situation 
improved, I resisted at first. He asked me to pray 
about it and to review my budget with my home 
teacher. After following my bishop's counsel, I real- 
ized it would indeed be in the best interest of my 
family to accept the help. 

As I walked into the bishops' storehouse that first 
time, I ducked my head out of embarrassment. The 
Relief Society president — whom I was serving with as 
Relief Society secretary — helped me select some food, 
trying to make me feel all right about getting plenty 
for my family. When it came time to leave, I felt awk- 
ward, wanting to explain to the sister at the checkout 


counter that I was not being lazy or trying to take ad- 
vantage of the Church. 

At home, relieved that the first experience was 
over, I showed the children all the food we were 
given. We decided to send thank-you letters, and we 
knelt in prayer to express our gratitude to Heavenly 
Father. We also talked about how grateful we were for 
the good Saints who were so generous with their 
tithes and offerings. 

Despite my gratitude, I struggled with conflicting 
feelings. I searched my heart to try to understand 
what was so upsetting to me about receiving Church 
food. I realized that I harbored prideful beliefs and 
that I had previously taken credit for blessings the 
Lord had given me, including my food, clothing, and 
nice home. I thought about how the Lord actually 
gives us everything we have, even our very lives. As 
King Benjamin states, "Do we not all depend upon 
the same Being, even God, for all the substance which 
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THE OBJECTIVE 
OF THE WELFARE PLAN 


we have, for both food and raiment, 
and for gold, and for silver, and for 
all the riches which we have of 
every kind?" (Mosiah 4:19; empha- 
sis added). 

During the months I received 
Church assistance, I worked part- 
time as a psychiatric nurse while 
trying to juggle the responsibilities 
of caring for my seven children who 
were still at home. I knew that bish- 
ops are instructed to help members 
work for the assistance they receive, 
yet my bishop seemed to feel I al- 
ready had my hands full. However, 

I still felt the need to pay something 
back to the Church. 

One day I noticed a sign at the 
bishops' storehouse stating that 
they needed volunteers. I knew this 
was what I needed to do. I felt that 
if I worked at the storehouse, I 
might feel greater peace about my 
situation and might learn additional 
lessons that Heavenly Father 
wanted to teach me. 

I worked at the bishops' storehouse just a few 
hours here and there. The first day I smashed empty 
boxes for several hours. Other days I stocked shelves, 
vacuumed, washed windows, or arranged produce. I 
especially enjoyed assisting people who came to the 
storehouse. My work helped me feel better about my 
situation. 

On one occasion I helped a man with a mental dis- 
ability. He wanted to put things into his basket that 
had not been ordered, and he had a difficult time un- 
derstanding that everything had to be preordered by 
his bishop. He was somewhat belligerent at first, but 
as I spoke with him he softened and told me that he 
was lonely and that he lived alone. I hoped that 
somehow I had made his day a little brighter, as he 
had made mine. 

Another day I was able to assist a Hispanic sister 
who spoke limited English. She didn't understand 
how the process worked and what food items she 
was supposed to get. I helped her find the items on 
her request form and helped her mark them off. Her 
husband, who waited for her while she gathered the 
food, was excited when he found out there was sur- 
plus ice cream available and that he could take all he 
thought his family could use. They both thanked me 
and even tried to teach me a little Spanish. Did I feel 
good inside? Yes indeed! 

Receiving Church assistance was not an easy ex- 
perience, but it was a growing one. I learned much 


about gratitude, service, vulnerabil- 
ity, and love. In particular, I learned 
more about pride and the impor- 
tance of being humble. 

President Ezra Taft Benson 
(1899-1994) stated: 

"The proud depend upon the 
world to tell them whether they 
have value or not. Their self-esteem 
is determined by where they are 
judged to be on the ladders of 
worldly success. . . . 

"... [Pride] separates and di- 
vides us by 'ranks,' according to 
our 'riches' and our 'chances for 
learning' (3 Ne. 6:12)" ("Beware of 
Pride," Ensign, May 1989, 6). 

We often judge each other by 
our possessions, education, appear- 
ance, or position, yet we know 
Heavenly Father does not judge 
us by these measuring sticks. My 
experience taught me the value 
of looking on the heart rather 
than the outward appearance 
(see 1 Sam. 16:7). 

I am now in a position where I can provide for the 
needs of my family without additional assistance. Yet 
I will forever be grateful for all I learned while receiv- 
ing Church welfare food and working at the bishops' 
storehouse. It is a special place — a place where I re- 
ceived not only food but, more important, a height- 
ened appreciation for the many gifts Heavenly Father 
gives me and for those things that are truly of great 
worth. □ 

Jackie Witzel is a member of the Little Cottonwood VJard, Sandy Utah 
Granite View Stake. 

Gospel topics: welfare, pride, humility, gratitude 


Let's Talk about It 

Most Ensign articles can be used for family home 
evening discussions. The following questions are for 
that purpose or for personal reflection: 

1. How can we develop more gratitude and a 
greater aiuareness of our blessings? 

2. How can we avoid basing self-worth on our 
possessions or outward appearance? How can we help 
ourselves and our families not to be judgmental of 
those in need? 

3. What attitudes will best help us learn and grow 
during our challenges? 



" The real long 
term objective 
of the Welfare 
Plan is the 
building of 
character in the members 
of the Church , givers and 
receivers, rescuing all that is 
finest down deep inside of 
them, and bringing to flower 
and fruitage the latent 
richness of the spirit, which 
after all is the mission and 
purpose and reason for being 
of this Church." 

President J. Reuben Clark Jr. (1871-1961) 
of the First Presidency, as quoted in Glen L. 
Rudd, Pure Religion: The Story of Church 
Welfare since 1930 (1995), 44-45. 
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Warmed and Ted 

By Sydna Bohnet 


S ome years ago our family 
was living in Banff, a resort 
town that lies within Banff 
National Park in Alberta, Canada. 
The Christmas season brought 
to our area many tourists, mostly 
skiers. Because of our location 
and because my husband was the 
branch president, we realized we 
might have unscheduled guests 
drop in at any time. With that 
in mind, we made a trip to the 
nearby store to pick up a few extra 
groceries. I just had a feeling that 
something was going to happen. 

While we were in the store, a 
sudden and terrible blizzard swept 
into our mountains. Although we 
lived only a block from the store, 
we had great difficulty getting our 
car back to the house. 

Strangers greeted us at the door. 
In the short time the storm had 
been raging, all exits from the park 
had been closed. Hotels and motels 
were instantly filled, and the over- 
flow of people trying to find what 
accommodations they could was 
large. We invited the strangers, all 
Church members, into our home, 
and I carved a freshly cooked, 
seven-pound turkey that a neigh- 
bor had given our family. I also 
prepared a few other dishes to 
help feed our hungry guests. 

During the next few hours, 
strangers continued to stream into 
our home looking for shelter and 
a place to spend the night. We fed 
them all. As the evening wore on, 
all the available bed and floor 
space was occupied, and finally 
even the bathtub was pressed 
into use as a bed. With Christmas 
lights glowing and Christmas 
music softly playing in the back- 
ground, a beautiful spirit of secu- 
rity seemed to fill our home. 


With so many people in the area 
left with nowhere to go, the space 
in our branch building was also 
made available. My son Toby and I 
drove up and down the streets late 
into the night looking for those 
who were still stranded in their 
cars, inviting them to our home or 
to the branch for warm shelter and 
something to eat. Everyone ate as 
much as they wanted, and we soon 
lost track of the number of people 
we tried to assist. 

The next morning I fixed a hot 
breakfast for everyone who wished 
to eat, and with the roads open 
again we said our good-byes 
to all our newfound 
brothers and sisters. 

Later in the day, 
as I was preparing 
lunch for my fam- 
ily, I opened the 
refrigerator and 
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W e helped many people in 
need of shelter during the 
blizzard. But we wouldn't learn 
until a year later that we had 
also helped a young man who 
needed more than just shelter. 



to my surprise found the turkey 
plate still piled high with meat. I 
fell to my knees and wept. I had 
been able to feed a multitude on a 
small seven-pound turkey, the only 
meat in the house. Truly we had 
been blessed in our hour of need. 

Yet another blessing was to 
come from that stormy night. 
About a year later, a young man 
visiting our branch spoke and re- 
lated the following: 

"Something happened to me 
one night that has changed my life 
forever. At the time of this event I 
was inactive and had hard feelings 
toward the Church. On a cold, bliz- 
zardy night here in Banff, with the 
roads in and out of the park closed, 

I was stranded. I was also penniless. 
In desperation I searched for the 
local branch president's home — 
President Bohnet's. Arriving in the 
yard, I met Sister Bohnet and her 
son Toby, who were leaving for 
somewhere. They told me to go into 
their home where it was warm and 
have something to eat, then to stay 
and sleep. When I got to the door 
there were snow boots everywhere, 
and as I looked in the window, all I 
could see were people everywhere. 

"I did eat and sleep there, but I 
was so impressed by their willing- 
ness to take in a total stranger and 
by the Christlike love they showed 
me on that cold winter's night, 
that all feelings I had against the 
Church melted away. I stand here 
today active in the Church because 
of their willingness to put gospel 
principles into action." 

I did not remember this young 
man, but again I wept as the 
Spirit reaffirmed that simple but 
profound scriptural message: 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto 
me" (Matt. 25:40). □ 

Sydna Bohnet is a member of the Hauula 
Fourth Ward, Laie Hawaii Stake. 

Gospel topics: service, kindness, activation 


“He Would Have 
Bought It for You" 

By Cheryl Boyle 


W hen my husband, Mick, 
died suddenly, I was 
devastated. He had been 
a constant source of inspiration, 
goodness, and patience. I won- 
dered how I could raise our five 
children without him. 

Shauna was one of my visiting 
teachers at the time. Occasionally 
she and her husband, Jim, who 
was also my home teacher, would 
take me out to a movie or to the 
temple. 

Fall came, and as the weather 
turned cold I pulled my coat out 
of the closet. It was about 15 years 
old and looked very worn. I was 
embarrassed to wear it on my out- 
ings with Shauna and Jim; the lin- 
ing was torn, and each time Jim 
helped me on with the coat, my 
hand got caught in the lining. 

As Christmas drew near, I be- 
gan to feel lonely. This would be 
my first Christmas without Mick, 
and I missed him very much. I 
tried to act happy for the chil- 
dren's sake, but it was difficult. 

Just a few days before 
Christmas, Jim and Shauna and 
their oldest daughter came to visit 
me. They handed me a beautifully 
wrapped package with a card at- 
tached. The card read: "To Cheryl. 
Love, Mick." Tears began to stream 
down my face. Inside the box was 
the most beautiful coat I had ever 
seen. It fit perfectly. "We knew 
that if Mick were here, he would 
have bought it for you," they said. 

Whenever I wear my coat, 
someone always compliments 
me on how beautiful I look. I 
know it is because I am glowing — 
remembering the love of my 
home teacher, my visiting teacher. 
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and my husband each time I put 
it on. □ 

Cheryl Boyle is a member of the Glacial Park 
Ward, Sandy Utah Granite View Stake. 

Gospel topics; Christmas, home teaching, 
visiting teaching, love, service 


A Heart to Fill 

By Ellen Dibble Cox 


I t was turning out to be an- 
other rushed and harried 
holiday season. 

When I was younger, I had 
envisioned peaceful Christmases 
filled with twinkling lights and 
glistening snow, with me seated 
before a fireplace and surrounded 
by my dream family. 

To my disappointment, how- 
ever, as a young adult I still had 
not seen the fulfillment of that 
dream. Instead, my time and en- 
ergy during Christmas were being 
spent on my work as a school- 
teacher and on various holiday- 
related activities. As my involve- 
ment in these activities increased 
and my to-do list grew longer, I 
felt more and more overwhelmed. 

In the middle of the chaos 
came a request from a friend for 
our young single adult group to 
sing at a local nursing home. It 
was to be a family home evening 
presentation for the elderly pa- 
tients there. I must admit that I 
didn't really want to go, but I half- 
heartedly consented anyway. 

Monday evening came, and 
when I got to the nursing home I 
was relieved that the hour had ar- 
rived — the service project would 
soon be erased from my to-do list. 

A group of patients in wheel- 
chairs had been gathered together 
in a cold, sterile room. A woman 
with silver hair and a tremulous 
voice opened our family home 
evening with prayer. She petitioned 


our Heavenly Father and sincerely 
and humbly said, "We thank Thee 
for all of our many blessings." 
Blessings? I was puzzled by the 
thought. How could she see her 
world of wheelchairs, bedpans, 
hospital food, lonely days and 
nights, dependency, crippled 
limbs, and faded youth as bless- 
ings? The woman finished the 
prayer, and my thoughts were 
filled with wonder at her expres- 
sion of gratitude. 

Our group stood and began 
to sing. 

Slippered feet tapped on foot 
rests, gnarled fingers kept time, 
and smiles appeared at the sound 
of the familiar melodies. Their ex- 
pressions mirrored ours as we sang 
of Christmas delights and heavenly 
gifts. Something warm and magical 
gradually seemed to fill the room. 

I gazed into the ageless eyes of 
the onlookers and found myself 
floating in their warmth and wis- 
dom. They too had been teachers 
or carolers in a choir — married, 
single, parents, or childless. 

The final notes of the closing 
song drifted softly around the 
room: "Sleep in heavenly peace." 

A benediction was offered. My 
spirit was subdued and quieted. 

My view of Christmas and of 
life began to change that night. 

For one moment I could see that 
I didn't need to worry so much 
about what I felt was lacking in 
my own life. I sensed that within 
the withered physical bodies of 
those to whom we had sung were 
spirits filled with happiness, grati- 
tude, and God's love. No matter 
the person's age or station in life, a 
portion of that love and happiness 
was there, if only I had eyes to see, 
ears to hear, and a heart to fill — 
with gratitude. □ 

Ellen Dibble Cox is a member of the West 
Layton Ward, Layton Utah South Stake. 

Gospel topics: Christmas, singles, elderly, 
service, gratitude, music 


Christmas Bells 
through the Fog 

By Beth Dayley 

C hristmas morning dawned 
on a day as murky as my 
mood. A dense fog had crept 
into the Italian city where we were 
living because of my husband's mili- 
tary assignment. My two daughters 
were not very excited about the few 
gifts they had received. Their 
thoughts, like mine, were with their 
father, who was in a military hospi- 
tal in Germany. 

"It doesn't seem like Christmas 
without Daddy here," eight-year- 
old Diana commented. I nodded, 
thinking about all the seasonal 
cheer we were missing — decora- 
tions, family parties, holiday feasts. 

"Well, at least some of us are 
together," said 17-year-old Athena 
quietly. 

When my husband called from 
the hospital in Germany, I talked to 
him briefly and then handed the 
phone to Diana. To my surprise, 
she refused to speak to him, even 
though she hadn't seen or talked to 
him in weeks. Confused by her re- 
action, I ran the events of the past 
month through my mind. 

Some weeks earlier my hus- 
band, Ed, had begun complaining 
of pain in his left forearm. In no 
time it swelled and became stiff. 

The doctors hospitalized him and 
gave him antibiotics intravenously. 
But his hand became useless. 

Concerned, I hadn't wanted to 
make any holiday plans; I was 
afraid what the next few weeks 
would hold. I finally made arrange- 
ments for our oldest son to stay 
with his grandmother instead of 
coming home from college. Our 
three other children tried to 
help me get ready for Christmas, 
but the spirit of the season 
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could not penetrate my anxiety. 

One night had been especially 
bad. I couldn't sleep, so at 3:30 a.m. I 
called the hospital and asked about 
my husband. The nurse said he was 
in such pain he was pacing the 
floor. Suddenly I knew Ed needed a 
priesthood blessing. Since the hour 
was so early, I hesitated to call our 
home teacher. Bob DeWitt. But Bob 
arrived on his own before dawn. 

"Mom, our home teacher is 
here," Athena called out at about 
5:00 a.m. Soon Bob called another 
priesthood holder and hurried to 
the hospital. He felt prompted to 
promise Ed he would eventually 
regain the full use of his hand. 

Moments after Bob had left 
the hospital, a group of doctors 
conferred around Ed's bed. They 
couldn't explain what was causing 
the damage to his arm. Although in 
pain, Ed commented that it was too 
bad the X ray couldn't show more 
than just the bone in his arm; it 
would help if they could see the tis- 
sue as well. Ed's words startled the 
doctors, and they decided to use an 
ultrasound machine to look at his 
arm in a manner not commonly 


used. The procedure was later writ- 
ten up in medical journals. 

Using tire ultrasound in this new 
way, they located a large pocket of 
infection deep within Ed's forearm. 
They operated immediately. 

"It's lucky we located the ab- 
scess when we did," the surgeon 
had explained to me later. "Even a 
few more hours could have cost Ed 
the use of his arm completely. As it 
is, I doubt he will ever be able to 
use his fingers again." 

The doctors then transferred Ed 
to a large hospital in Germany, and 
I accompanied him while friends 
took care of our children. Ed's condi- 
tion became worse; the bone became 
infected, and antibiotics were unex- 
plainably ineffective. Days went by 
in a blur as Ed underwent multiple 
surgeries. Suddenly I realized it was 
almost Christmas. Ed insisted I fly 
home to be with the children. 

So here it was Christmas morn- 
ing. I held my youngest daughter 
close, still not sure why she had re- 
fused to speak with her father on the 
phone. Finally she hesitantly took 
the phone, and within seconds, her 
face was wreathed in a smile. 


"I thought Daddy was dying," 
she explained later. "He was so 
sick when he left." 

As I sat quietly with my daugh- 
ters, I smiled through my tears. 
Faintly, through the fog, the toll- 
ing of Christmas bells reached us. 

I reflected on the gift we com- 
memorate each Christmas — our 
Savior who redeemed us from 
eternal death and made eternal 
families possible. I realized that 
through the Lord's Atonement 
and the ordinances of the temple, 
we could be together forever. 

Ed spent nine months in hos- 
pitals — and three long, difficult 
years passed before he recovered 
completely. But we never ques- 
tioned that his priesthood blessing 
would be fulfilled or that our 
greatest blessings came through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As I listened to the bells that 
Christmas morning in Italy, I 
finally welcomed Christmas 
into my heart. □ 

Beth Dayley is a member of the Parrish 
Canyon Ward, Centerville Utah Stake. 

Gospel topics: priesthood blessings, 
Christmas, adversity, healing 



As I sat quietly 
with my 
daughters, I 
smiled through 
my tears. I realized 
that through the 
Atonement and 
the ordinances 
of the temple, we 
could be together 
forever. 
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"Do I Really Need 
to Buy This V 

M y husband and I have 

found that living within 
our means is possible, 
but it requires self-control and a 
practical attitude toward money. 
We have discovered three helpful 
questions to ask ourselves before 
spending money. 

1. "Do I really need to buy this?" 
Before any purchase, no matter 
how large or small, consider the 
motive for buying it. Do I really 
need this new computer game? 
Does our infant son really need 
a Sunday suit? Ask yourself 
whether the item is a need or 
simply a want. 


2. "Is this purchase a spur-of-the- 
moment decision?" Avoid sudden 
purchases — especially larger, 
more expensive items. Often we 
allow a skilled salesperson or oth- 
ers to talk us into something we 
don't need or even want. When 
we went shopping for a com- 
puter printer, the salesperson 
encouraged us to buy a high- 
resolution color printer. But 

for our purposes, a black-and- 
white jet printer seemed more 
practical and cost effective. We 
also remembered that the cost 
of replacing color ink cartridges 
is much higher than the cost of 
black ink cartridges. 

3. "Are there hidden or future 
costs that might result from a 
purchase?" For instance, owning 
a vehicle leads to future costs. 

We live in Zurich, Switzerland, 


where the cost of gasoline, 
licenses, insurance, repairs, and 
parking is high. Sometimes own- 
ing a car is more burdensome 
than not having one. The Swiss 
public transport system of buses, 
trams, and trains is enough for 
our needs. 

By questioning our daily pur- 
chases and pondering our finan- 
cial decisions, we have been able 
to afford what we need and even 
some of the things we want. 

Though to a large degree 
consistent employment and 
good health have allowed us to 
live within our means, I feel con- 
fident that our careful spending 
habits will help us to avoid finan- 
cial catastrophe should things 
change in the future. — Margaret 
Pattison, Altstetten Ward, Zurich 
Switzerland Stake 




Fun with 
Family Traditions 


hen I was young, my 
parents started a num- 
ber of family traditions 
that my 
brothers and 
sisters and I 
now carry 
over into our 
own families. 

Some of our 
favorites 
include the 
following fun 
activities: 

New Year's Eve. Our 
New Year's Eve celebra- 
tions were family affairs. 
Each child invited a few 
friends to join our family 
party. To accommodate the 
crowd, we set up card tables in 
the living room, dining room, 
and family room. The evening 
began with a get-acquainted 
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game; then everyone found 
a place at a card table and 
played games. At midnight we ' 
served a buffet dinner, sang 
"Auld Lang Syne," and threw 
confetti. 

Birthdays. Birthdays were 
always special days. We were 
treated to breakfast in bed and 
then allowed to open our pres- 
ents before getting up. We were 
not required to do any chores 
for the day, and Mother always 
asked us what we wanted for 
a special birthday dinner. 

My parents went to great 
lengths to be home for those spe- 
cial dinners. One night my father 
even excused himself from a 
meeting with a business client, 
saying he could not be late for a 
special dinner. Later that evening 
the client came to the house and 
was surprised to see linen, crys- 
tal, china, and fresh flowers on 
the table — and hamburgers on 
the plates! 

Dinnertime. Our family 
tended to be very vocal, and 
dinnertimes were usually fun 
occasions. Sometimes we dis- 
cussed current events, talked 
about Church doctrine, or just 
laughed at funny things that 
had happened during the 
day. Just being together 
each evening brought us 
closer together. 

Spring cleanup day. Each 
year our family gathered at 
nine o'clock sharp on a Saturday 
morning to prepare the yard and 
garden for summer. By five that 
evening Mother had meat cook- 
ing on the grill for an outdoor 
picnic, and the yard was ready 
for summertime activities. 

Fourth of July. We usually 
began this summer holiday 
with a game of baseball in the 
park, then games with the chil- 
dren. Later we went swimming 
and had a barbecue. Mother's 




Ending Common Ground 
for Family Home Evening 


A ctive members of the 
/% Church know that family 
JL JLhome evening is impor- 
tant, but what if you have a less- 
active or nonmember 
spouse? My less- 
active husband is a 
strong advocate of 
family together time. 

However, he doesn't 
feel that we need to 
include prayers, 
hymns, or religious 
instruction. 

So we have 
found common 
ground. Some- 
times we spend 
time together; 
other times 
my husband 
accepts that I 
will have gospel 
discussions with 
just our daughter. 

At least once a 
week, often while 
we're doing the 
dishes, we discuss 
New Era and 
Ensign articles, 
along with topics 
shared in Sunday 
meetings. 

When all three of 
us are together, we cover a vari- 
ety of subjects. Often we visit the 
public library to obtain materials. 
Together we have discussed 


homemade ice cream bars were 
always a special treat. The evening 
ended with a patriotic program 
and fireworks. 

Family fun times have now 



topics such as proper etiquette and 
safety measures. For the latter dis- 
cussion, we used books containing 
"what would you do if . . ." scenar- 
ios. We have also 
delved into his- 
tory and read a 
lot of literature 
together. After 
reading a biogra- 
phy of Abraham 
Lincoln, we 
watched a Civil 
War documen- 
tary. We have 
also read books 
on character 
traits and 
discussed 
traits such 
as honesty, 
compassion, 
and friendship. 
Sometimes news- 
paper articles or 
survey results 
have prompted 
our discussions. 

We enjoy our 
family activities. 
They have drawn 
us closer together 
and have pro- 
vided a strong, 
common founda- 
tion that upholds the standards 
and beliefs we already share. — Ann 
Woodbury Moore, Glenville Ward, 
Albany New York Stake 


moved to a new generation, and 
many of these traditions continue 
to enrich our lives. — Marsha 
Sparhawk, Rexburg 15th Ward, 
Rexburg Idaho East Stake 
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3. Take time before going to church to review the 
chapter you will be discussing in class. 

4. Review the questions in the "Suggestions for 
Study" section of each chapter and ponder ways to 
apply the doctrines you are studying. 

5. Discuss with family members on the way home 
from church or at home what you discussed in class. 1 

6. Use the index in the back of your book to help 
you find teachings on topics that interest you or that 
answer personal questions. 

7. If you are not able to attend class, follow the 
schedule by studying at home. 

For Class Use 


L 


"n January 2002 we will 
begin studying the life 
.and teachings of 
President Harold B. Lee. 

The book we will receive 
is one more in a series that 
will cover every President of 
the Church. They comprise 
a library that will enable 

us to become as familiar 

with the gospel teachings 

of our latter-day prophets as we can be with the writ- 
ings of ancient prophets such as Moses, Nephi, or 
Moroni. This is why Church leaders want each mem- 
ber to receive a copy of the new volume of Teachings 
of the Presidents of the Church. 

Because these books are different from previous 
lesson materials, some priesthood and Relief Society 
members and teachers struggle with using them in 
class. Following are some suggestions to help. 

For Personal Use 

1. Ask your priesthood or Relief Society leader for 
a copy of the ward study schedule for the book and 
place it inside your book. 

2. Place the book near your scriptures. This may 
help you remember to study its pages. 


NOT JUST 
A LESSON 
MANUAL 


1. Priesthood and 
Relief Society members 
should bring their book 
to class, ready to partici- 
pate in the lesson. 

2. Teachers should 
choose methods that 
encourage class mem- 
bers to use their books. 

3. Elder Dallin H. 
Oaks of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles 
has said these books 
were developed to 
stress "the application 
of gospel principles." 2 
Teachers and members 
can help in class by 
asking questions, par- 
ticipating in discus- 
sions, and sharing 

experiences that show how to apply doctrine. The 
questions in the "Suggestions for Study" section of 
each chapter may also help teachers and members as 
they discuss how to apply gospel principles. 

For Teachers 

1. Consider the needs of those you teach as you pre- 
pare and present the lesson. You may want to counsel 
with your priesthood and Relief Society leaders for ad- 
ditional insight into the needs of class members. 

2. Studies show that teachers have about two min- 
utes to capture the attention of students, so you need 
to think of interesting and appropriate ways to 
begin your lessons. 

3. Reserve a significant part of your les- 
son time for discussing real-life examples. 


By Pamela D. Johnson and 
Connie L. Rose 

Take another look at the study guides 
used in Melchizedek Priesthood and 
Relief Society classes. 
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Some Frequently Asked Questions 

1. How am I to know when each chapter of the book will be taught? 

Ward leaders are asked to coordinate a schedule forteaching each 
chapter. This can be done by (1) having a schedule forthe year approved 
at a ward council meeting; (2) printing the schedule in the ward sacra- 
ment programs or newsletters; (3) announcing the schedule regularly 
in priesthood and Relief Society meetings. 

2. Why aren't the instruction books more helpful to teachers, like a 
lesson manual? 

The books have been developed primarily for personal use and there- 
fore need adapting for class use. Teachers should receive their assign- 
ments well in advance, because the assignments require more 
preparation time and more reliance on the Spirit of the Lord. 

3. Some teachers tend mostly to read quotes directly from the book with 
little class discussion. How can these lessons be made interesting? 

Teachers can use the scriptures, personal experiences, thought- 
provoking questions, object lessons, short stories, testimony, and other 
appropriate teaching methods. Whatever a teacher uses should relate 
to the lesson and help invite the Spirit (see D&C 88:122; Jonn D. Claybaugh 
and Amber Barlow Dahl, "Increasing Participation in Lessons," Ensign, 
Mar. 2001,32-36). □ 


8. Finish the lesson with a concise 
summary that reviews the doctrines dis- 
cussed. The spirit of testimony bearing 
may also help draw your discussion to 
an uplifting conclusion. □ 

Pamela D. Johnson is a member of the Ensign 
Fourth Ward, Salt Lake Ensign Stake. Connie L. 
Rose is a member of the Mueller Park Fifth Ward, 
Bountiful Utah Mueller Park Stake. 

Gospel topics: teaching, Melchizedek Priesthood, 
Relief Society 


NOTES 

1. See "Making Priesthood and Relief 
Society Lessons Part of Our Lives," Ensign, 

Mar. 2000, 36-40. 

2. "Major Curriculum Changes in Priesthood 
and Relief Society," Ensign, Dec. 1997, 8. 

3. Teaching, No Greater Call (1999), 64. 


Some teachers like to plan class time so that about half 
goes toward reviewing the main points of the doctri- 
nal quotes and about half goes toward discussing how 
the doctrine can be applied. 

4. Remember that it is not necessary to present all 
of the quotes or questions in a chapter in your lesson. 

5. Be careful not to talk too much. "Think of your- 
self as a guide on a journey of learning who inserts 
appropriate comments to keep those you teach on the 
correct path." 3 

6. Use a variety of teaching methods. For example: 


• Divide the class into small groups, asking each 
group to discuss the meaning of a doctrine or how it 
could be applied and to report their conclusions. 

• Ask how a doctrine could be applied to people 
in different circumstances, such as a father, mother, 
single parent, teenager, college student, and so on. 

• Assign several class members to read different 
parts of a chapter before class and summarize what they 
learned or share appropriate insights or experiences. 

7. Practice waiting for responses to your ques- 
tions, since some class members take longer to formu- 
late answers. Be patient and try not to call on the 
same people. 
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VISITING TEACHING 
MESSAGE 


Blessings of 
Temple Worship 


is we strive to draw closer 
to the Lord and receive 
JL JL answers to our prayers, 
we can seek His guidance through 
temple worship. In addition to 
rendering vital service to those in 
the spirit world, we also receive 
important personal blessings from 
attending the temple. The Lord 
promised, "I will manifest myself 
to my people in mercy in this 
house" (D&C 110:7). 

John A. Widtsoe (1872-1952), 
who later became a member of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, 
testified that "the temple is a place 
where revelations may be ex- 
pected." If we attend the temple, 
he said, "at the most unexpected 
moments, in or out of the temple 
will come to [us], as a revelation, 
the solution of the problems that 
vex [our lives]" ("Temple Worship," 
The Utah Genealogical and Historical 
Magazine, Apr. 1921, 63-64). 

Answers to Prayer 

As the sun rose one June morn- 
ing, a couple started their day with 
a prayer of thanksgiving. This day 
they were witnessing the answer 
to 13 years of earnest prayer. 

Their 27-year-old son and his 
wife had worked with loving 
bishops to put their lives 
in order so they might be 
worthy to enter the temple. 

That morning they would 
be sealed for all eternity. 


T hen came that 
sacred day 
when our prayers 
were answered. 


This grateful mother reflects: 
"The joy we felt was unspeakable. 
As we sat in the temple with our 
son and his sweet companion, my 
mind was taken back to the time 
when this boy was 14 and began 
making choices that drew him 
away from the guidance of the 
Spirit. The time came when we 
needed extra help from a loving 
Heavenly Father. 

"Attending the temple had al- 
ways been important to us, and we 
felt prompted to pray for our son 
in this holy place. Each time we at- 
tended the temple, we placed our 
son's name on the prayer roll. 

"We wanted our prayers to be 
answered today — or tomorrow at 
the latest. But years passed, and our 
son remained less active. We were 
not left without hope, however. We 
often felt the comforting influence 
of the Holy Ghost. One evening 
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while my husband and I were pray- 
ing in the temple, the Spirit let us 
know unmistakably that our son 
was being watched over and that 
he would eventually repent and 
return to Church activity. We were 
also taught that we must never give 
up and never stop loving him. Our 
faith was strengthened, and a great 
peace settled into our hearts. 

"And then came that sacred day 
when our prayers were answered." 

Promised Blessings 

This couple's experience was 
the joyous fulfillment of a prophetic 
statement by President Gordon B. 
Hinckley: "I make you a promise 
that if you will go to the house of 
the Lord, you will be blessed, life 
will be better for you. . . . Avail your- 
selves of the great opportunity to go 
to the Lord's house and thereby 
partake of all of the marvelous bless- 
ings that are yours to be received 
there" ("Excerpts from Recent 
Addresses of President Gordon B. 
Hinckley," Ensign, July 1997, 73). 

Some Church members 
live far from a temple. But all 
of us can live worthy of and 
receive a temple recommend. 
And we can help our ances- 
tors receive temple bless- 
ings by researching and 
submitting their names 
for temple ordinances. 
Whatever temple service 
our circumstances will 
allow will bless us with 
increased peace, faith, 
hope, and spiritual 
guidance. □ 

Gospel topics: temples, inspiration, 
family history 



SAINTS IN 




Members of the Toowoomba University Branch gather for an institute 
class on the campus of the University of Southern Queensland. 

Saints in Australia's Toowoomba 
University Branch 


grown to some 60 
members. 

Located near 
the eastern coast 
of Australia, USQ 
draws many stu- 
dents from other 
Pacific areas as 
well as Australia. 

The international 
makeup of students 
is reflected in the 
Toowoomba Univer- 
sity Branch. The 
branch provides a 
spiritual haven for 
its diverse group of 


E arly in 1998 Elder 
Bruce C. Hafen of the 
Seventy, then a member of 
the Australia/New Zealand 
Area Presidency, visited 
Toowoomba, Queensland, 
Australia. Toowoomba, nes- 
tled in the mountains 75 
miles (120 km) west of 
Brisbane, is the home of 
the University of Southern 
Queensland (USQ). 


Toowoomba University 


Branch 


Organized 

1998 

Members 

65 

Population of city 

100,000 

Stake Ipswich Australia Stake 


Elder Hafen asked his 
host, President Grant A. 
Pitman of the Ipswich 
Australia Stake, "How 
many wards do you have 
here at the university?" 

"None," replied 
President Pitman. At that 
time, the very concept 
of a university ward in 
Australia was a novelty. 
While there are many 


universities in Australia 
with Church institute 
programs, nowhere in 
the nation was there a 
Church unit affiliated with 
a university. 

When President Pitman 
explained there were only 
a few Latter-day Saint stu- 
dents at USQ, Elder Hafen 
encouraged President 
Pitman to consider form- 
ing a university branch as 
an ideal opportunity for 
growth. 

In February 1998 the 
Toowoomba University 
Branch was organized, 
the first university-based 
Church unit in Australia. 
The growth promised 
by Elder Hafen began 
to occur as branch mem- 
bers shared the gospel 
with their friends and 
classmates, many of 
whom joined the Church. 
Attracted by the university 
branch, more Latter-day 
Saint students came to 
study at USQ. By the time 
the university opened for 
its 2001 year last February, 
the little branch had 


y 


BRISBANE 


Toowoomba 


members, no matter where 
they are from or whether 
they are new converts, re- 
cently activated members, 
or lifelong Latter-day 
Saints. 

Ashley Auld is a student 
who began attending the 
branch at the invitation of 
two sister missionaries. 
Touched by the warm 


welcome he received and 
the sincerity of the testi- 
monies he heard there, 
Ashley was soon baptized. 
He was ordained an elder 
and now serves as a stake 
missionary. 

Branch member John 
Hartzenberg of South Africa 
was less active when he ar- 
rived at the university. But 
after missionaries taught 
and baptized his wife, 
Nadja, John became an ac- 
tive member. Their young 
son, Kyle, now enjoys the 
benefits of Primary. 

Linette McNab, a 
Latter-day Saint from 
nearby Ipswich, had 
planned to be at the uni- 
versity for only a month 
but enjoyed the university 
branch so much that she 
decided to stay. "Now my 
younger sister wants to 
come here next year as 
well," says Linette. 

Branch president 
Shane Kendrick says 
branch members are 
now working to be 
ready to attend the 
nearby Brisbane temple, 
which is currently under 
construction. — Owen B. 
Miitzelburg, Toowoomba 
University Branch, Ipswich 
Australia Stake □ 


Toowoomba, a 90-minute drive from Brisbane on the coast, is the 
principal inland city of Queensland. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH 


Angel Moroni 
Statues Placed 
atop Three 
Temples 

S tatues of the angel 
Moroni were set atop 
the spires of three temples 
on 21 September 2001, 
the 178th anniversary of 
Moroni's first appearance 
to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. Small crowds 
gathered at temples in 
Nauvoo, Illinois; Boston, 
Massachusetts; and The 
Hague, Netherlands, to 
watch construction work- 
ers place the gold-plated, 
6-foot 10-inch statues. 

More than 500 specta- 
tors cheered as the angel 
statue was set on the dome 
of the Nauvoo temple. 
Although the Nauvoo tem- 
ple is being constructed to 
closely resemble the origi- 
nal structure, the new tem- 
ple has a standing angel as 
do other modern temples 
rather than a flying angel 
like the one on the original 
building. 

The Nauvoo temple will 
be dedicated on 27 June 
2002, the 158th anniversary 
of the martyrdom of Joseph 
and Hyrum Smith. A five- 
week open house will be 
held beginning 18 May 
2002, excluding Sundays 
and Mondays. 

The placement of 
the statue on the Boston 
temple marked the long- 
awaited completion of the 
temple's steeple. It fol- 
lowed the resolution of a 
lawsuit filed last year by 
some local residents who 
objected to the proposed 
steeple. The Boston temple 


was dedicated with- 
out its steeple on 
1 October 2000. 

Local Church lead- 
ers and the director of 
the construction com- 
pany spoke to a crowd 
of more than 300 at 
The Hague temple, 
who then watched 
Dutch construction 
workers wearing tradi- 
tional wooden shoes 
climb the scaffolding 
in order to guide the 
statue into place. 

The Hague temple 
is scheduled to be 
completed next 
summer. □ 

Right: The angel Moroni 
statue is hoisted to the 
top of the Nauvoo temple. 
Below: The steeple and 
statue are placed on the 
Boston temple. Below 
right: Tive European stake 
presidents pose with the 
statue before it is lifted 
atop The Hague temple. 
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A large interactive model of Jerusalem and murals depicting the life of Jesus Christ are just some 
of the new displays people can enjoy at the remodeled Visitors' Centers on Temple Square. 


Remodeled Temple Square Visitors' Centers 
Offer Interactive Look at Gospel 


T he North and South 
Visitors' Centers on 
Temple Square in Salt Lake 
City reopened on 5 October 
with new exhibits offering 
visitors opportunities to 
learn about the Church 
according to their own in- 
terests and at their own 
pace. 

The exhibits focus on 
basic beliefs of the Church, 
including the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, the impor- 
tance of following His 
teachings, and the eternal 
nature of the family. But 
the means of learning in- 
clude new interactive ex- 
hibits that let visitors 
explore their own ques- 
tions. Missionaries con- 
tinue to be available to 
give guided tours of 
Temple Square. 

The heroic-size Christus 


statue is still a focal point 
of the North Visitors' 
Center, as in the past. 

The themes of all the new 
exhibits in the building 
unite to testify of Jesus 
Christ as the Savior of the 
world and the head of His 
Church on the earth. On 
the center's ground level, 
for example, visitors en- 
counter a 14-by-14-foot 
model of Jerusalem at 
the time of Christ. Touch- 
ing a bar above one of 
the pictures around the 
model spotlights the site in 
Jerusalem where the event 
in the picture may have 
taken place, and the visitor 
hears a recorded message 
about the event. Restored 
and new murals on nearby 
walls depict events from 
the Savior's life. Other dis- 
plays in the building focus 


on the place of prophets 
in His Church and in the 
lives of His followers and 
on how His followers may 
live His teachings. 

In the South Visitors' 
Center, two themes are 
explored, coming together 
in the middle of the build- 
ing as visitors look out at 
the panorama of the Salt 
Lake Temple. Those com- 
ing into the west entrance 
of the center will find dis- 
plays teaching of the im- 
portance of the family. 
Those coming in through 
the new east entrance of 
the building will find dis- 
plays teaching about the 
temple. Progressing to- 
ward the middle, they 
will find displays that 
teach about how temples 
can bind families together 
forever. 


Touch-screen displays 
and interactive video 
kiosks are important 
contributors to learning 
from the new exhibits. 


In the "Scriptures and 
Revelation" exhibit in the 
North Visitors' Center, for 
example, visitors will be 
able to see and hear video 
messages from President 
Gordon B. Hinckley. 

The new technologies 
freely used in the exhibits 
are meant to ease the way 
of learning, but the em- 
phasis of the exhibits 
is still on gospel princi- 
ples, said Elder Charles 
Didier of the Seventy, 
executive director of 
the Missionary Depart- 
ment. "We hope all peo- 
ple who visit the centers 
leave uplifted and take 
away an increased under- 
standing of the Church 
and of the Savior," he 
said. 

Each year, some five 
million people come to 
Temple Square, one of the 
most visited spots in the 
western United States. It 
is expected that many visi- 
tors to the Salt Lake 2002 
Olympic Winter Games 
will be drawn to Temple 
Square. □ 



Touch-screen displays and 
interactive video kiosks allow 
users to customize their visit. 
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Church Materials Available 
for Those with Disabilities 


A childhood bout 
with meningitis 
left Brenda Jorgenson, 
now 22, with the in- 
ability to communi- 
cate verbally and the 
mental development 
of a seven-year-old. 

But Brenda, a 
member of the Basin 
City First Ward, Pasco 
Washington Stake, 
learned to communi- 
cate using American 
Sign Language (ASL), 
and she also learned to 
love the Book of Mormon. 
So Brenda was delighted 
when she saw an article 
in the July 2001 Ensign 
about the release of the 
Book of Mormon in ASL 
on videocassette. 

"Brenda carried the 
article around with her 
for weeks, begging us to 
order the videos," said her 
mother, Anne Jorgenson. 
"But I kept putting it off 
because I was sure it was 
something we couldn't 
afford for a while." 

When Sister Jorgenson 
called the distribution cen- 
ter to ask how much the 
videos cost, "the phone 
clerk said they were 
'two-fifty/ then put 
me on hold," said Sister 
Jorgenson. "While I was 
waiting I knew that even 
though $250 was a lot of 
money, we would buy this 
for Brenda because she 
needed it, though we 
might have to wait until 
we could afford it." 

When the clerk returned 
and clarified that the entire 
sequence of videos cost a 


The Book of Mormon in Braille is 
one of hundreds of items available 
for those with disabilities. 


total of two dollars 50 cents , 
Sister Jorgenson told him 
he must have made a mis- 
take. "Then he explained 
that the Church had de- 
cided that the price of any 
version of the Book of 
Mormon — whether it was 
in Spanish or ASL or any 
other language — wouldn't 
exceed the price of the stan- 
dard English version," said 
Sister Jorgenson. "I got 
all choked up I was so 
grateful." 

The ASL Book of 
Mormon is just one of 
hundreds of Church items 
available for free or for a 
nominal cost to accommo- 
date people with hearing, 
visual, physical, learning, 
mental, and other disabili- 
ties. Examples include sim- 
plified scripture readers, 
the annual children's sacra- 
ment meeting presentation 
in Braille and ASL, manu- 
als on teaching those with 
disabilities, and a wide 
range of curriculum items 
in large type, on audiocas- 
sette or CD, or in Braille. 

For a complete list 
of these items, see the 


"Materials for Those 
with Disabilities" section 
of a Church materials 
catalog, available at 
your local distribution 
center, local meeting- 
house, or on the Internet 
at wwwddscatalog.com. □ 


General 
Conference 
Now on DVD 


M embers who want to 
watch conference 
again — or watch it in a dif- 
ferent language — can now 
purchase a digital video 
disc (DVD) set on which 
conference is recorded in 
16 languages. 

Production of the DVD 
set marks the first time 
that members can pur- 
chase an audio or visual 
recording of conference 
in any language other 
than English. All five 
sessions of conference 
are now produced 
on the DVDs in 
Cantonese, Cebuano, 
English, French, 

German, Italian, 

Japanese, Korean, 


Mandarin, Portuguese, 
Russian, Samoan, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Tahitian, and 
Tongan on a single DVD 
video. 

Because this DVD set 
is compatible with NTSC, 
PAL, and SECAM formats, 
it can be watched on any 
television set in the world. 

The DVD set of Octo- 
ber's general conference 
(item no. 21058; U.S. 

$14.25) is scheduled to 
be available from Church 
distribution centers in 
December. Recordings of 
conference are also avail- 
able in English on video- 
cassette, audiocassette, and 
compact disc. □ 



Find 

Temple Square Event 


A new location on the 
Church Web site, at 
www.events.lds.org, al- 
lows users to get informa- 
tion and tickets for all 
Temple Square-related 
events, including those in 
the Conference Center, 
Conference Center Theater, 
Tabernacle, and Assembly 


Hall. General conference 
tickets, however, will 
continue to be distributed 
through local Church 
leaders. 

For those without 
Internet access, informa- 
tion about events and 
tickets is available by 
calling 1-801-240-0080. □ 
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A record 9,200 students enrolled at BYU — Idaho this fall semester as the school began offering bachelor's 
degrees. To accommodate greater numbers of students, the school will now fully utilize facilities year-round. 


Ricks Becomes Brigham Young University— Idaho 


By Don Sparhawk 

A s Brigham Young 
.University — Idaho 
(formerly Ricks College) 
winds up its first semester, 
many changes are under 
way. 

The decision to change 
the school from a two-year 
college to a four-year uni- 
versity was announced 
by President Gordon B. 
Hinckley in June 2000. The 
name change was designed 
to help give the school im- 
mediate national and inter- 
national recognition. 

This fall's homecoming 
week, held 18-22 September, 
included special events cel- 
ebrating the change: the 
lighting of a "Legacy Torch" 
symbolizing the legacy and 
spirit of Ricks College; a 
torchlight parade by night; 
fireworks; a concert with 
Gladys Knight and alumni 
performers; and the final 
homecoming football game. 

Commencing home- 
coming week was a devo- 
tional address given by 


Elder Henry B. Eyring 
of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles, who is 
the Church Commissioner 
of Education and a former 
president of Ricks College. 
Speaking of the school's 
transition, Elder Eyring 
told students and faculty 
that "change will not end. 
The phrase 'rethinking 
education' is not to be 
only a slogan for the 
transformation from a 
two- to four-year status. 
The school is to be a place 
of educational innovation 
permanently," he said. 

"The people who serve 
here have found a way to 
make changes . . . great 
and rapid changes . . . 
that will enhance, not re- 
place, the best of what the 
school has always been. 
Because of that, I can with 
confidence make you a 
promise. When you return 
in some distant future, you 
will find great innovation 
has become commonplace, 
and yet, amidst all the 



Elder Henry B. Eyring speaks 
before helping to light the 
school's "Legacy Torch. " 


change, the school will 
have retained and en- 
riched the basic character- 
istics which blessed your 
life." 

Milestones during the 
past year have included 
the hiring of 25 new fac- 
ulty members, ground- 
breaking for the new Jacob 
Spori and multiuse build- 
ings, announcement of the 
Thomas E. Ricks Building, 
and candidacy status 
for accreditation of the 


proposed bachelor's 
degree programs. 

A record 9,200 students 
enrolled at BYU — Idaho 
this fall semester as the 
school began offering 17 
bachelor's degrees along 
with traditional associate 
degrees. About 50 bac- 
calaureate programs are 
planned to be imple- 
mented by 2004. The uni- 
versity expects to continue 
to experience a modest in- 
crease in the size of the 
student body during the 
next few years, reaching 
an expected high of 11,600 
students in 2005. 

To accommodate a 
greater number of students, 
BYU — Idaho will fully uti- 
lize facilities year-round, 
offering a wide variety of 
courses during the summer 
as well as the traditional 
fall and winter semesters. 
Students will be admitted 
on one of four academic 
tracks. Besides the tradi- 
tional fall- winter track, the 
school will offer a winter- 
summer track, a summer- 
fall track, and a year-round 
fast track program. 

Intercollegiate athletics 
will be phased out at the 
end of the 2001-2 academic 
year. A new student activi- 
ties program is designed to 
meet the extracurricular 
needs of the diverse stu- 
dent body. The program 
will have an array of year- 
round activities in three 
areas: service and social, 
visual and performing arts, 
and physical activities. Each 
area is structured to give 
students numerous oppor- 
tunities for involvement at 
leisure, instructional, recre- 
ational, and competitive 
levels of interest. □ 

Don Sparhawk is the media 
relations coordinator for 
BYU— Idaho. 
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In the Spotlight 

Japanese Members 
Celebrate 100 Years 

Throughout 2001, 
Church members in Japan 
have been celebrating the 
100th anniversary of mis- 
sionary work in their 
country. Elder Heber J. 
Grant (1856-1945), then a 
member of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, dedi- 
cated the islands of Japan 
for the preaching of the 
gospel on 1 September 
1901 in Yokohama. 

On 1 September 2001, 
Elders Donald L. Hallstrom, 
Yoshihiko Kikuchi, and 
Gary S. Matsuda of the Asia 
North Area Presidency 
presided at a commemora- 
tive ceremony held on the 
grounds of what will be a 
new Yokohama meeting- 
house located near the 
place where Japan was 
dedicated. 

Two large bronze com- 
memorative plaques were 
unveiled, placed on the 
base of a steeple that will be 
part of the new meeting- 
house. Among those at- 
tending the ceremony were 
Kenji Tanaka and Kenichi 
Sagara, who with Elder 
Kikuchi were called in 1970 
as the presidency of the first 
stake in Japan, when there 
were about 12,500 members 
in the country. Presidents 
Tanaka and Sagara were 
later called as regional rep- 
resentatives. Elder Kikuchi 
became the first native 
Japanese to be called as a 
General Authority. 

Today Japan has 2 tem- 
ples, 31 stakes, 8 missions, 
and more than 110,000 
Latter-day Saints. 


Church Seeking Joseph Smith 
Manuscripts 


T he Church Archives 
of the Family and 
Church History Depart- 
ment are searching for 
original manuscripts 
relating to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, including 
documents written by or 
to Joseph Smith, docu- 
ments containing contem- 
porary references to him, 


and documents bearing 
his signature. Anyone 
with information con- 
cerning the location 
of such manuscripts, 
whether in private or 
institutional possession, 
is requested to contact 
Sharalyn Duffin at 
duffinsh@ldschurch.org 
or at 1-801-240-2258. □ 


First Kenyan Stake 
Organized 


The first stake in 
Kenya was organized 
on 9 September by 
Elder Robert C. Oaks 
and Elder Steven E. Snow 
of the Africa Southeast 
Area Presidency. 

The Nairobi Kenya 
Stake was organized from 
the Kenya Nairobi District. 
Joseph W Sitati, Daniel 
Muthiani, and Hesborn O. 
Usi, who had been serving 
as the district presidency, 
were called to the stake 
presidency. The Church 
was officially recognized in 
this east African nation on 
25 February 1991. 

BYU— Hawaii Ranked 
Fourth by US. News & 
World Report 


Brigham Young 
University — Hawaii was 
recently ranked fourth in 
the western region cate- 
gory for comprehensive, 
non-graduate-degree- 
granting universities in 
the U.S. News & World 
Report's annual survey 
of America's best schools. 
The university also re- 
ceived the highest ranking 
in the region for academic 
reputation. 

Area Presidency Meets 
Australian Prime Minister 


Elders Kenneth Johnson 
and Val R. Christensen of 
the Australia/New Zealand 
Area Presidency met with 
the prime minister of 
Australia on 28 August. 
They discussed with the 
Honorable John Howard 
and other parliamentary 
leaders and senators how 
the Church supports fami- 
lies and communities. □ 



Comment 


Call for Articles 

If you have had personal expe- 
rience pertaining to the following, 
we invite you to share your sugges- 
tions. "We are taught to use careful 
judgment and maturity in the choosing 
of the music we listen to. Yet there are 
so many different personal views and 
tastes in music that it is difficult to 
agree on what to play at a Church 
dance without offending someone. As 
a parent and leader of youth, how can 
I ensure that the music played in my 
home and at Church is appropriate?" 

Send responses by 10 January to 
Ensign Editorial, 24th Floor, 50 East 
North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84150-3224. At the top of your 
submission, write "Questions and 
Answers," along with your name, 
address, telephone number, ward, 
and stake. You may also reply by 
e-mail to cur-editorial-ensign@ 
ldschurch.org. Put "Questions and 
Answers" in the subject line. 

While we cannot acknowledge 
receipt of individual responses, au- 
thors whose submissions are selected 
for publication will be notified. If you 
want your manuscript returned, 
enclose a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope and allow up to a year. 

Update 

Goff Dowding painted the 
inside front cover artwork of the 
October 2001 Ensign. His name was 
incorrectly listed as Geoff. 

Easing Burdens 

Thank you for the informative 
and helpful article, "Easing the 
Burdens of Mental Illness" (Oct. 
2001). As national president of the 
Canadian Mental Health Associa- 
tion and as one involved in this 


area for almost 20 years, I can attest 
to the support that we, as members 
of the Lord's Church, can bring to 
those who suffer with mental ill- 
ness. Such service is a demonstra- 
tion of the concern and love that 
we, as Latter-day Saints, have for 
those around us. 

The world has need of willing 
volunteers who will ease the burdens 
of others and heed the call to serve. 
Bill Gaudette 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

Just As Much Meaning 

Thank you for publishing the 
article, "Loving My Wayward 
Child" (Sept. 2001). It addressed 
a sensitive topic in a way that 
touched me deeply. 

Two things stood out to make 
the story especially meaningful. 
First, the mother realized that 
her attempts to force her daughter 
to change destructive behaviors 
were actually infringing on her 
daughter's agency. Second, the 
account ended with the daughter 
still not active in the Church, but 
with the mother continuing to 
have hope. 

This kind of experience has as 
much meaning and validity for 
members as stories that end with 
everything being set right. I think 
that the Ensign publishing a story 
with a "less-than-perfect" outcome 
was courageous and beneficial. 

Tony Markham 
Delhi, New York 

Iowa, not Missouri 

I enjoyed the article "From 
New York to Utah: Seven Church 
Headquarters" (Aug. 2001). How- 
ever, the caption on p. 57 describ- 
ing a painting of Nauvoo should 
have said the viewpoint was from 
the Iowa side of the Mississippi 
River, not the "Missouri side." 
Phyllis Senske 
Rapid City, Michigan 


70 


INDEX 



Volume 31 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 
IFC Inside Front Cover 
IBC Inside Back Cover 
OC Outside Cover 

A 


AARONIC PRIESTHOOD (see 
PRIESTHOOD) 

Abelian, Edmundo E. 

Asking with My Heart, June, 66 

ABUSE 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

Hinckley, June, 2 
Healing the Spiritual Wounds of 
Sexual Abuse, Ann F. Pritt, 

Apr, 58 

Let It End with Me, Sept, 61 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
Focus and Priorities, Dallin H. Oaks, 
May, 82 

Marvelous Gift of Choice, The, 
Harold C. Brown, Dec, 46 

ACTIVATION (see also CONVER- 
SION, FELLOWSHIPPING, 
MISSIONARY WORK) 

Answers All Around Me, Judy 
Zabriskie Howa, June, 36 
Friendshipping Tips, Kersten 
Campbell, Mar, 70 

Putting Basic Principles into Action, 
Rebecca M. Taylor, Feb, 38 
To the Rescue, Thomas S. Monson, 
May, 48 

Tough Arizona Cowboy, A, Allan L. 
Noble, Sept, 66 

Warmed and Fed, Sydna Bohnet, 

Dec, 56 

Will You? Implementing the Mission 
of the Church, V. Dallas Merrell, 
Oct, 50 

ADOPTION 

LDS Family Services: Adopting a 
Noble Cause, Rebecca M. Taylor, 
July, 78 

ADVERSITY (see also DEATH) 

Blessed by a Hymn, July, 21 
Christmas Bells through the Fog, 

Beth Dayley, Dec, 58 
In the Palm of His Hand, Emma 
Sanchez Sanchez, Mar, 46 
Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Neal A. 
Maxwell, Feb, 8 

Living in the Fulness of Times, 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 4 
No Boundaries, Susan Ure, 

June, 72 

Strength during Struggles, L. Lionel 
Kendrick, Oct, 24 

Strong for the Sake of My Children, 
Eliza M. Torres, Feb, 61 
Zachary and Sean, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Apr, 38 

AGENCY 

"Help Thou Mine Unbelief," 

L. Whitney Clayton, Nov, 28 


Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 
Life Founded in Light and Truth, A, 
Henry B. Eyring, July, 6 
Marvelous Gift of Choice, The, 

Harold C. Brown, Dec, 46 
Weightier Matters, Dallin H Oaks, 
Jan, 12 

Who Do You Think You Are? James E. 
Faust, Mar, 2 

Your Celestial Guide, Sharon G. 
Larsen, May, 86 
Aggen, Janeen 

Friend to Ease Our Burden, A, 

July, 57 
Anderson, Pat 

I Saw Beyond the Prison Bars, 

July, 61 

APOSTASY 

Early Lessons in Following the 
Prophet, Guy L. Dorius, Apr, 28 
APPOINTMENTS 
News, Jan, 78; Feb, 79; July, 77; Oct, 78 
AREA PRESIDENCIES 
News, Aug, 76 
ARIZONA 

Being Good Neighbors in the Valley 
of the Sun, Jay M. Todd, July, 79 
Arroyo, Sergio 
David Led the Way, Apr, 64 

ARTS 

Gospel Taught, Gospel Shared, 
Richard G. Oman, June, 50 
Stories in Stitchery, Dec, 44 
Thomas E. Ricks: A Man of Foresight, 
Oct, 36 

Using Children's Art, Patsy Shipley, 
July, 71 

ARTS (COVERS) 

Baptism of Christ, The, Robert T. 
Barrett, Nov, IBC 

Beautiful Nauvoo, Larry C. Winborg, 
June, IFC 

"Better That One Man Should 
Perish," Scott M. Snow, Feb, IFC 
Brother of Jared, The, Del Parson, 

Oct, IBC 

"By the Gift and Power of God," 
Simon Dewey, Feb, OC 
Carry On, Glen S. Hopkinson, 

July, IBC 

Chosen Seer and the "Well-Beloved 
Brother," The, Robert T. Barrett, 

July, IFC 

Christ at Emmaus, Walter Rane, 

Apr, IFC 

Christus, The, Bertol Thorvaldsen, 

Apr, OC 

Coming of the Gulls, GoffDowding, 
Oct, IFC 

Going As a Lamb, Liz Lemon Swindle, 
Sept, IFC 

Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, 
Max Gestal, Nov, IFC 
Joseph Smith, American Prophet, 

Del Parson, June, IBC 
"Joseph, This Is My Beloved Son. 

Hear Him!" Leon Parson, Jan, OC 
Land Bountiful, Garth Oborn, 

Mar, IBC 

Mill of Job Pingree, The, Al Rounds, 
Feb, IBC 

Pastoral Scene near the Birthplace 
of Joseph Smith, Frank Magleby, 

Jan, IBC 

Preparing the Publication of the 
Danish Book of Mormon, Scott M. 
Snow, Mar, IFC 

Prophet of the Lord, David Lindsley, 
Jan, IFC 

Rescue of the Lost Lamb, Minerva K. 

Teichert, Apr, IBC 
Savior Is Born, A, Joseph Brickey, 

Dec, IFC 


Second Coming, The, Harry 
Anderson, July, OC 
St. Catherine's Dock, England, 

Al Rounds, Sept, IBC 
State Street Panorama, Al Rounds, 
May, IBC 

Susquehanna River, Linda Curley 
Christensen, May, IFC 
Thousand Dollars an Ear, A, Glen S. 

Hopkinson, Aug, IFC 
Time to Laugh, Liz Lemon Swindle, 
Aug, IBC 

Winter Fun in Nauvoo, 1845-46, 

Glen S. Hopkinson, Dec, OC 
Winter in Zion, Al Rounds, Dec, IBC 

ATONEMENT 

Atonement: Our Greatest Hope, The, 
James E. Faust, Nov, 18 
"Condescension of God, The," 
Richard C. Edgley, Dec, 16 
Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ, Ezra Taft Benson 
(1899-1994), Dec, 8 
Justification and Sanctification, 

D. Todd Christofferson, June, 18 
Loving My Wayward Child, Sept, 26 
Marvelous Gift of Choice, The, 

Harold C. Brown, Dec, 46 
Missionary Work and the Atone- 
ment, Jeffrey R. Holland, Mar, 8 
Our Father's Plan, Christoffel Golden 
Jr., Nov, 30 

Plow in Hope, Neal A. Maxwell, 

May, 59 

Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 
Testifying of the Great and Glorious 
Atonement, Neal A. Maxwell, 

Oct, 10 

"That I May Heal You," Mar, 57 
"Touch of the Master's Hand, The," 
Boyd K. Packer, May, 22 
AUSTRALIA 
News, Aug, 79 

Toowoomba University Branch, 

Dec, 65 


B 


Bahie, Lydie Zebo 
I Tried the Experiment, June, 66 
Baker, Terry 

Don't Let Negativism Ruin Your 
Marriage, Mar, 22 
Ballard, M. Russell 
"His Word Ye Shall Receive," 

May, 65 

Doctrine of Inclusion, Nov, 35 
BALLARD, M. RUSSELL 

News, Oct, 76 

BAPTISM (see also ORDINANCES) 

Born Again, James E. Faust, May, 54 
Missionary Work and the Atone- 
ment, Jeffrey R. Holland, Mar, 8 
Preparing Children for Baptism, 
Carolyn M. Roche, Aug, 68 
Bataller, Joaquin Fenollar 
My Mentor, July, 56 
Bateman, Merrill J. 

Power of Hymns, The, July, 14 
Baugh, Alexander L. 

From High Hopes to Despair: The 
Missouri Period, 1831-39, July, 44 
Bednar, David A. 

"Ye Are the Temple of God," Sept, 14 
Belknap, Sharon 

"Don't Let My Baby Die!" Dec, 22 
Bell, Bonnie Sprinkel 
Just Spencer and Me, Sept, 67 
Belnap, Laura 
Gift of Hands, The, June, 63 
Bennett, Richard E. 

Carefully Schooled in the First 
Principles and Ordinances, Mar, 50 


BIBLE 

Latter-day Testament of Biblical 
Truth, A, Rex C. Reeve Jr., Jan, 24 
Selections from Addresses of 
President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Mar, 64 

BLESSINGS (see also 
ORDINANCES) 

Couple Missionaries: A Time to 
Serve, Robert D. Hales, May, 25 
"Give Us a Blessing!" Lesly Augusto 
Tobar Correa, Oct, 64 
Gratitude, Steven E. Snow, Nov, 43 
Identity, Priority, and Blessings, 
Russell M. Nelson, Aug, 6 
Bohnet, Sydna 
Warmed and Fed, Dec, 56 
BOOK OF MORMON 
Another Milestone of 100 Reached 
in 2000, Barbara Jean Jones, Mar, 76 
Book of Mormon Theater, Brenda 
Minor, June, 69 

Book of Mormon: Another Testament 
of Jesus Christ, The, Boyd K. Packer, 
Nov, 62 

How the Book of Mormon Found 
Me, Kwame Opare, Jan, 68 
Inseparable Witnesses of Jesus 
Christ, John M. Madsen, Jan, 18 
Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 
Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 
News, Oct, 77 

"Take Heed Continually": Protecting 
the Gold Plates, Andrew H. Hedges, 
Jan, 37 

Boothe, Paula K. 

Standing Up to Profanity, Apr, 35 
Boyle, Cheryl 

"He Would Have Bought It for You," 
Dec, 57 

Brewster, Hoyt W., Jr. 

Having equal voice in decisions 
made as a couple, June, 70 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
News, Feb, 74; June, 79; Aug, 78 
Brown, Harold C. 

Marvelous Gift of Choice, The, 

Dec, 46 
BUDGETING 

"Do I Really Need to Buy This?" 

Margaret Pattison, Dec, 60 
How to S-t-r-e-t-c-h One Income, 
Chad Petty, Apr, 72 
Living within Our Means, Feb, 69 
Bunn, LeAnne C. 

Lord's Timing, The, June, 65 
Burr, Cheryl Cole 

Better Mother, with the Lord's Help, 
A, July, 72 
Burton, H. David 
Standing Tall, Nov, 65 

BYU-IDAHO 

New Four-Year Programs Part of 
Transition at Ricks College, Kerry 
Griffin Smith, Feb, 78 
News, May, 111; Oct, 79; Dec, 69 


c 


Cabrera, Victor Manuel 
Thirsting for the Living Water, 

Aug, 60 

Carmack, John K. 

United in Love and Testimony, 

May, 76 

CARMACK, JOHN K. 

News, June, 77 

CHARITY (see also COMPASSION, 
LOVE, SERVICE) 

Charity and the Cyclops Cake, 

Nikki O. Nelson, Jan, 70 
Helping Others, Helping Ourselves, 
Mar, 38 
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If Not for Our Home Teacher . . . , 

Safety in Keeping Divine Covenants, 

Living with Our Convictions, 

DISCIPLINE 

David Wayne Child, Feb, 52 

Oct, 57 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Sept, 2 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

News, Sept, 78 

COMMENT 

Seagoing Saints, Fred E. Woods, 

Hinckley, June, 2 

What We Did to Strengthen Our 

News, Feb, 80; Mar, 80; Apr, 79; May, 

Sept, 54 

DISCOURAGEMENT 

Marriage, Jan, 64 

112; June, 80; July, 80; Aug, 79; 

Standing Tall, H. David Burton, 

One Step after Another, Joseph B. 

CHASTITY (see MORALITY) 

Sept, 80; Oct, 80; Dec, 70 

Nov, 65 

Wirthlin, Nov, 25 

Child, David Wayne 

COMMUNICATION 

Sturdy Shoes and a Waterproof Tent, 

DIVERSITY 

If Not for Our Home Teacher . . . , 

Finding Common Ground, Ann 

William G. Hartley, Oct, 38 

Weightier Matters, Dallin H. Oaks, 

Feb, 52 

Woodbury Moore, Dec, 61 

COURTESY 

Jan, 12 

CHILDREN (see also FAMILY, 

Increasing Participation in Lessons, 

Cultivating Respect, Terrance D. 

DIVINE NATURE (see also 

PARENTING) 

Jonn D. Claybaugh and Amber 

Olson, Oct, 46 

KINDNESS, MORALITY, 

Are We Not All Mothers? Sheri L. 

Barlow Dahl, Mar, 32 

COVENANTS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS) 

Dew, Nov, 96 

COMMUNITY 

Ordinances and Covenants, 

How Can I Become the Woman of 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

Building a Community of Saints, 

Dennis B. Neuenschwander, 

Whom I Dream? Gordon B. 

Hinckley, June, 2 

L. Tom Perry, May, 35 

Aug, 20 

Hinckley, May, 93 

Encouraging Parents to Teach Their 

News, Jan, 76; Apr, 75 

Safety in Keeping Divine Covenants, 

DIVORCE 

Children, Feb, 68 

COMPASSION (see also CHARITY, 

Oct, 57 

And Now He Needed Me? 

Friend to Ease Our Burden, A, Janeen 

LOVE, SERVICE) 

"Who Shall Ascend into the 

Oct, 16 

Aggen, July, 57 

Compassion, Thomas S. Monson, 

Hill of the Lord?" James E. Faust, 

Strong for the Sake of My Children, 

Hands-on Learners, Heidi Ashworth, 

May, 17 

Aug, 2 

Eliza M. Torres, Feb, 61 

Feb, 66 

Easing the Burdens of Mental Illness, 

Cowan, Richard O. 

DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 

Involving Children in Family 

Dawn and Jay Fox, Oct, 32 

Unfolding Restoration of Temple 

Inseparable Witnesses of 

History, Shirley Bock Testi, Jan, 75 

Now Is the Time, Thomas S. Monson, 

Work, The, Dec, 34 

Jesus Christ, John M. Madsen, 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 

Nov, 59 

CRUCIFIXION (see ATONEMENT) 

Jan, 18 

Lord's Timing, The, LeAnne C. Bunn, 

Condie, Spencer J. 

CURRICULUM 

Latter-day Testament of Biblical 

June, 65 

Disposition to Do Good Continually, 

News, Mar, 75 

Truth, A, Rex C. Reeve Jr., Jan, 24 

"Set in Order Thy House," Russell M. 

A, Aug, 13 

Not Just a Lesson Manual, Pamela 

DONATIONS (see also TITHING) 

Nelson, Nov, 69 

CONSCIENCE 

Johnson and Connie Rose, Dec, 62 

Elder Carmack Speaks about the 

Teaching Children to Work, Alison 
Ajjeltranger, June, 68 

Developing Character: Insights from 
President David O. McKay 

Resource Guides, May, 101 

PEF, News, Sept, 76 
Dorius, Guy L. 

Teaching Our Children the Plan of 
Salvation, Robert England Lee, 

(1873-1970), Oct, 22 

CONVERSATION 

D 

Early Lessons in Following the 
Prophet, Apr, 28 

Sept, 32 

Elder Carmack Speaks about the PEF, 

Dahl, Amber Barlow and Jonn D. 

Dorsett, Ruth 

Things Learned as a Mother, Mar, 27 

News, Sept, 76 

Claybaugh 

Hidden Book, The, July, 58 

CHOICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

CONVERSION (see also ACTIVA- 

Increasing Participation in Lessons, 

Dove, Richard A. 

(see also AGENCY, 

TION, FELLOWSHIPPING, 

Mar, 32 

"Turn Here!" Feb, 35 

RESPONSIBILITY) 

MISSIONARY WORK) 

Dalton, Carla 

DRAMA (see also ARTS) 

Choosing Eternity, Sheryle Wickman, 

After 20 Years, Indifferent No More, 

Setting Family Standards for 

News, Feb, 76 

July, 36 

Feliz Lopez Marchan, Jan, 71 

Entertainment, June, 26 

DRUG ABUSE (see WORD OF 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 

Asking with My Heart, Edmundo E. 

Dayley, Beth 

WISDOM) 

Marvelous Gift of Choice, The, 

Abelian, June, 66 

Christmas Bells through the Fog, 

DUNN, LOREN C. 

Harold C. Brown, Dec, 46 

Born Again, James E. Faust, May, 54 

Dec, 58 

News, July, 77 

CHOIRS 

Giving Up My Graven Image, 

DEAF (see DISABILITIES) 

DUTY 

"Lift Up Your Voice and Sing," 

Manuel J. Rosario, Mar, 49 

DEATH 

Duty Calls, Thomas S. Monson, 

Aug, 42 

Higher View, A, Hugo Ibanez, June, 62 

Now Is the Time, Thomas S. Monson, 

Nov, 49 

Christensen, Joe J. 

How the Book of Mormon Found 

Nov, 59 

DUTY TO GOD AWARD 

Principle of Presidency, The, Mar, 16 

Me, Kwame Opare, Jan, 68 

DEBT 

Fulfilling Our Duty to God, Robert D. 

Christenson, Darwin B. 

I Asked God to Touch My Mother's 

Debt Doesn't Have to Be Forever, 

Hales, Nov, 38 

David, a Future Missionary, May, 28 

Heart, Adilson Jose Horia, Apr, 66 

Bernard Poduska, Jan, 59 

Our Duty to God, Cecil O. Samuelson 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Bells through the Fog, 

I Just Knew We Were Not Alone, 
Dee Satterlee Giles, Feb, 64 

How to S-t-r-e-t-c-h One Income, 
Chad Petty, Apr, 72 

Jr., Nov, 41 

Beth Dayley, Dec, 58 
Christmas with No Presents, A, 

I Tried the Experiment, Lydie Zebo 
Bahie, June, 66 

Living within Our Means, Feb, 69 
Pay Yourself a Reward, Chris Wright, 

E 

James E. Faust, Dec, 2 

Living with Our Convictions, 

Oct, 69 

Edgley, Richard C. 

First Presidency Christmas 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Sept, 2 

DELAWARE 

"Condescension of God, The," 

Devotional: "My Redeemer Lives," 

Memory of My Father's Faith, The, 

News, Mar, 79 

Dec, 16 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Feb, 70 

Ricardo Enohi, Apr, 68 

Dew, Sheri L. 

EDUCATION 

"He Would Have Bought It for You," 

Rescued from the Darkness, Heri 

Are We Not All Mothers? Nov, 96 

Elder Carmack Speaks about the 

Cheryl Boyle, Dec, 57 

Castro Veliz, Oct, 67 

It Is Not Good for Man or Woman to 

PEF, News, Sept, 76 

Heart to Fill, A, Ellen Dibble, Dec, 58 

Singular Accomplishments, 

Be Alone, Nov, 12 

Perpetual Education Fund, The, 

One Last Carol, Guy 0. Woodward, 

Jonathan H. Stephenson, June, 40 

Dibble, Ellen 

Gordon B. Hinckley, May, 51 

Dec, 7 

Thirsting for the Living Water, Victor 

Heart to Fill, A, Dec, 58 

Reaching Down to Lift Another, 

Christofferson, D. Todd 

Manuel Cabrera, Aug, 60 

Dickson, John B. 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 52 

Justification and Sanctification, 

Wrong Turn at the Right Place, A, 

"Draw Near unto Me": The Privilege 

Ekong, Victoria 

June, 18 

Sandra S. Kaup, Aug, 62 

and Power of Prayer, Feb, 18 

Shadow of Death Was on Her Face, 

CHURCH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

CONVERT RETENTION 

Didier, Charles 

The, Apr, 69 

News, Mar, 75 

Putting Basic Principles into Action, 

Building a Bridge of Faith, Nov, 10 

EL SALVADOR 

CHURCH MAGAZINES 

Rebecca M. Taylor, Feb, 38 

DIDIER, CHARLES 

News, May, 111 

Need a Family Discussion? G. G. 

Relief Society's Role in Missionary 

News, Aug, 75 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

Vandagriff, July, 62 

Work, Retention, and Activation, 

DISABILITIES 

Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Neal A. 

CHURCH, NAME OF 

The, Mar, 68 

Helping Those with Hearing Loss, 

IMaxwell, Feb, 8 

News, May, 110 

Sharing the Gospel, Dallin H. Oaks, 

Marlene B. Sullivan, June, 68 

Enders, Donald L. 

Claybaugh, Jonn D. and Amber Barlow 

Nov, 7 

News, Dec, 68 

Faithful from the First, Jan, 52 

Dahl 

Correa, Lesly Augusto Tobar 

Things I've Learned from You, The, 

ENDOWMENTS (see TEMPLE 

Increasing Participation in Lessons, 

"Give Us a Blessing!" Oct, 64 

Mark G. Warner, Sept, 40 

WORK) 

Mar, 32 

COUPLE MISSIONARIES 

Zachary and Sean, Elizabeth Stoddard, 

ENDURANCE 

Clayton, L. Whitney 

"Witnesses unto Me," Jeffrey R. 

Apr, 38 

New Dreams for Old, Maria Patricia 

"Help Thou Mine Unbelief," Nov, 28 

Holland, May, 14 

DISCIPLESHIP 

Rojas V, Sept, 65 

CLAYTON, L. WHITNEY 

Couple Missionaries: A Time to 

Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Neal A. 

Plow in Hope, Neal A. Maxwell, 

News, May, 104 

Serve, Robert D. Hales, May, 25 

Maxwell, Feb, 8 

May, 59 

COMMANDMENTS 

COURAGE 

Latter-day Counsel, July, 64 

Enohi, Ricardo 

Beware of Murmuring, H. Ross 

Anson Call: Man of Action, Thaya 

Living with Our Convictions, 

Memory of My Father's Faith, The, 

Workman, Nov, 85 

Eggleston Gilmore, July, 38 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Sept, 2 

Apr, 68 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

FAITHFULNESS 

Family Home Evening: Any Size, 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

Setting Family Standards for 

Create or Continue Priesthood Links, 

Any Situation, Dec, 40 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Entertainment, Carla Dalton, 

Keith K. Hilbig, Nov, 45 

Family Sports for Family Home 

Lighthouse of the Lord: A Message 

June, 26 

Seventh Commandment: A Shield, 

Evening, Oct, 69 

to the Youth of the Church, The, 

EXALTATION (see PLAN OF 

The, Neal A. Maxwell, Nov, 78 

Finding Common Ground for Family 

Thomas S. Monson, Feb, 2 

SALVATION) 

"Some Great Thing," James E. Faust, 

Home Evening, Ann Woodbury 

Living with Our Convictions, 

EXAMPLE 

Nov, 46 

Moore, Dec, 61 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Sept, 2 

"Be Thou an Example," Thomas S. 

"Take Heed Continually": Protecting 

Just Spencer and Me, Bonnie Sprinkel 

Pornography, the Deadly Carrier, 

Monson, Nov, 98 

the Gold Plates, Andrew H. Hedges, 

Bell, Sept, 67 

Thomas S. Monson, July, 2 

Friend to Ease Our Burden, A, Janeen 

Jan, 37 

Learning about Our Leaders, 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for 

Aggm, July, 57 

FAMILY (see also FATHERHOOD, 

Judy Ann Morrise, Sept, 71 

Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Living with Our Convictions, 

MOTHERHOOD, PARENTING) 

Need a Family Discussion? Try a 

Jan, 2 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Sept, 2 

Create or Continue Priesthood Links, 

Church Magazine, G. G. Vandagriff, 

Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 

Standing Tall, H. David Burton, 

Keith K. Hilbig, Nov, 45 

July, 62 

Who Do You Think You Are? James E. 

Nov, 65 

Creating a Family Flag, Susan Billings 

Primarily for Family, Gib and Kimberly 

Faust, Mar, 2 

Their Service Opened Our Hearts, 

Mitchell, Sept, 70 

Condie, July, 71 

"Who Shall Ascend into the 

Judith A. Wilkinson, Mar, 47 

David, a Future Missionary, 

Strengthening Our Families through 

Hill of the Lord?" James E. Faust, 

EXERCISE 

Darwin B. Christenson, May, 28 

Family Home Evening, Aug, 70 

Aug, 2 

Walking Your Way to Good Health, 

"Don't Let My Baby Die!" Sharon 

Farrell, Janis Johnson 

FITNESS 

Erik Backstrom, Mar, 72 

Belknap, Dec, 22 

"Please Help It Stop Bleeding," 

Family Sports for Family Home 

Eyring, Henry B. 

First Things First, Richard G. Scott, 

Jan, 69 

Evening, Oct, 69 

Life Founded in Light and Truth, A, 

May, 6 

FAST OFFERINGS (see also 

Walking Your Way to Good Health, 

July, 6 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

DONATIONS, TITHING) 

Erik Backstrom, Mar, 72 

Prayer, Nov, 15 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

"Like a Watered Garden," Jeffrey R. 

Flake, Garry R. 

"Watch with Me," May, 38 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 
Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

Holland, Nov, 33 

FASTING 

Church Gives Humanitarian Aid 
throughout the World, June, 76 

F 

Identity, Priority, and Blessings, 
Russell M. Nelson, Aug, 6 

Increasing Our Spirituality through 
Fasting and Prayer, June, 61 

FOOD STORAGE 

One Can at a Time, Mary L. Wilson, 

FAITH (see also DISCIPLESHIP, 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 

Law of the Fast, The, Joseph B. 

Aug, 68 

TESTIMONY) 

"No Substitute for Family Prayer," 

Wirthlin, May, 73 

FORGIVENESS 

Answers All Around Me, Judy 

H Kent Rappleye, Feb, 24 

Looking for William Moulton, 

And Now He Needed Me? Oct, 16 

Zabriskie Howa, June, 36 

One Family's Approach to TV-itis, 

Michele M. Meservy, Apr, 43 

Atonement: Our Greatest Hope, The, 

Beyond Shyness, Rebecca M. Taylor, 

Geraldine Bartholomew, Apr, 70 

FATHERHOOD (see also FAMILY, 

James E. Faust, Nov, 18 

June, 56 

One-on-One with Dad, Thomas B. 

PARENTING) 

Breaking the Chains of Pornography, 

Building a Bridge of Faith, Charles 

Holman, July, 32 

And Now He Needed Me? Oct, 16 

Feb, 54 

Didier, Nov, 10 

Our Actions Determine Our 

One-on-One with Dad, Thomas B. 

Could I Learn to Forgive? Renee Roy 

Capsized! Michael R. Johnson, 

Character, Wayne S. Peterson, 

Holman, July, 32 

Harding, July, 66 

Mar, 30 

Nov, 83 

Faust, James E. 

Don't Let Negativism Ruin Your 

David Led the Way, Sergio Arroyo, 

Sand Trap, Gary M. Johnson, Mar, 44 

Atonement: Our Greatest Hope, The, 

Marriage, Terry Baker, Mar, 22 

Apr, 64 

Selections from Addresses of 

Nov, 18 

Healing the Spiritual Wounds 

"Don't Let My Baby Die!" Sharon 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Born Again, May, 54 

of Sexual Abuse, Ann Pritt, 

Belknap, Dec, 22 

Mar, 64 

Christmas with No Presents, A, 

Apr, 58 

Faith in Jesus Christ, James 0. Mason, 

"Set in Order Thy House," Russell M. 

Dec, 2 

What We Did to Strengthen Our 

Apr, 22 

Nelson, Nov, 69 

First Presidency Christmas 

Marriage, Jan, 64 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

Setting Family Standards for Enter- 

Devotional, Feb, 73 

Who Do You Think You Are? James E. 

Enders, Jan, 52 

tainment, Carla Dalton, June, 26 

"Some Great Thing," Nov, 46 

Faust, Mar, 2 

Gift of Hands, The, Laura Belnap, 

Stand Firm, Virginia U. Jensen, 

Sustaining of Authorities, Nov, 21 

Fox, Dawn and Jay 

June, 63 

Nov, 93 

"Them That Honour Me I Will 

Easing the Burdens of Mental Illness, 

"Help Thou Mine Unbelief," 

Steadfast and Immovable, 

Honour," May, 45 

Oct, 32 

L. Whitney Clayton, Nov, 28 

Mary Ellen W. Smoot, Nov, 91 

Who Do You Think You Are? Mar, 2 

FREE AGENCY (see AGENCY) 

Hidden Book, The, Ruth Dorsett, 

Strengthening the Home, Oct, 9 

"Who Shall Ascend into the Hill of 

FRIENDSHIPPING 

July, 58 

Tangled in the Web, Aug, 48 

the Lord?" Aug, 2 

Friendshipping Tips, Kersten 

In the Palm of His Hand, Emma 

"Till We Meet Again," Gordon B. 

FAUST, JAMES E. 

Campbell, Mar, 70 

Sanchez Sanchez, Mar, 46 

Hinckley, Nov, 89 

News, Aug, 72; Sept, 72 

I Just Knew We Were Not Alone, 

Increasing Our Faith in Jesus Christ, 

Tonga: A Land of Believing People, 

Feathers tone, Vaughn J. 

Dee Satterlee Giles, Feb, 64 

Apr, 53 

LaRene Porter Gaunt, Sept, 42 

Sacrament Meeting and the 

Lighthouse of the Lord: A Message 

Justification and Sanctification, 

Weightier Matters, Dallin H. Oaks, 

Sacrament, Sept, 22 

to the Youth of the Church, The, 

D. Todd Christofferson, June, 18 

Jan, 12 

FELLOWSHIPPING (see also 

Thomas S. Monson, Feb, 2 

Memory of My Father's Faith, The, 

Zachary and Sean, Elizabeth Stoddard, 

ACTIVATION, CONVERSION, 

Putting Basic Principles into Action, 

Ricardo Enohi, Apr, 68 

Apr, 38 

MISSIONARY WORK) 

Rebecca M. Taylor, Feb, 38 

Miracle of Faith, The, Gordon B. 

FAMILY HISTORY 

Singular Accomplishments, 

Fugal, Peg 

Hinckley, May, 67 
Miracles, Dallin H. Oaks, June, 6 

Blessings of Temple Worship, Dec, 64 
Building Unity through Family 

Jonathan H. Stephenson, June, 40 
Their Service Opened Our Hearts, 

Sweet Service for Matthew, Sept, 52 

Missionary Work and the 
Atonement, Jeffrey R. Holland, 

History, Sept, 69 
Helping Each Other Succeed in 

Judith A. Wilkinson, Mar, 47 

FINANCES 

G 

Mar, 8 

Family History, Garrett H. Garff, 

Debt Doesn't Have to Be Forever, 

Garff, Garrett H. 

Ordinances and Covenants, 

Sept, 48 

Bernard Poduska, Jan, 59 

Helping Each Other Succeed in 

Dennis B. Neuenschwander, Aug, 20 

"I Found Them!" Madeleine Kurtz, 

"Do I Really Need to Buy This?" 

Family History, Sept, 48 

Peace on Earth, Robert E. Wells, 

Oct, 63 

Margaret Pattison, Dec, 60 

Gaunt, LaRene Porter 

Sept, 30 

Involving Children in Family 

Finances and Family Fun, Sharlene T. 

Church in Romania, The, June, 30 

Pioneering in Chyulu, Kenya, 

History, Shirley Bock Testi, Jan, 75 

Barber, July, 70 

Tonga: A Land of Believing People, 

E. Dale LeBaron, Feb, 30 

Looking for William Moulton, 

How to S-t-r-e-t-c-h One Income, 

Sept, 42 

Power of a Strong Testimony, The, 

Michele M. Meservy, Apr, 43 

Chad Petty, Apr, 72 

GENEALOGY (see FAMILY 

Richard G. Scott, Nov, 87 

News, May, 110; June, 79; July, 76; 

Living within Our Means, Feb, 69 

HISTORY) 

Prayer, Henry B. Eyring, Nov, 15 

Aug, 75; Sept, 79; Oct, 76 

Pay Yourself a Reward, Chris Wright, 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Sand Trap, Gary M. Johnson, 

Very Experience I Needed, The, Ruth 

Oct, 69 

Good-bye for Another Season, 

Mar, 44 

Harris Swaner, Aug, 61 

Real-World Finances for Teens, Jerry 

Gordon B. Hinckley, May, 85 

Seagoing Saints, Fred E. Woods, 

Welcome to www.lds.org, Apr, 54 

Mason, Feb, 66 

News, Dec, 68 

Sept, 54 

FAMILY HOME EVENING 

FIRST PRESIDENCY MESSAGE 

Giles, Dee Satterlee 

Strength during Struggles, L. Lionel 

Book of Mormon Theater, Brenda 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

I Just Knew We Were Not Alone, 

Kendrick, Oct, 24 

Minor, June, 69 

Hinckley, June, 2 

Feb, 64 

Times in Which We Live, The, 

Family Home Evening Songbooks, 

Christmas with No Presents, A, 

Gilmore, Thaya Eggleston 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 72 

Nancy Clemence, Mar, 71 

James E. Faust, Dec, 2 

Anson Call: Man of Action, July, 38 
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GOALS 

Hales, Robert D. 

Early Lessons in Following the 

Seeking the Son, Jeannie Lancaster, 

Lighthouse of the Lord: A Message 

Couple Missionaries: A Time to 

Prophet, Guy L. Dorius, Apr, 28 

Aug, 27 

to the Youth of the Church, The, 

Serve, May, 25 

Faith of Our Prophets, David B. 

Horia, Adilson Jose 

Thomas S. Monson , Feb, 2 

Fulfilling Our Duty to God, 

Haight, Nov, 22 

I Asked God to Touch My Mother's 

One Step after Another, Joseph B. 

Nov, 38 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

Heart, Apr, 66 

Wirthlin, Nov, 25 

HANDICAPPED (see DISABILITIES) 

Enders, Jan, 52 

Howa, Judy Zabriskie 

Golden, Christoffel, Jr. 

HAPPINESS 

From High Hopes to Despair: The 

Answers All Around Me, June, 36 

Our Father's Plan, Nov, 30 

First Things First, Richard G. Scott, 

Missouri Period, 1831-39, 

Hull, Wayne F. 

GOLDEN, CHRISTOFFEL, JR. 

May, 6 

Alexander E. Baugh, July, 44 

What I Learned at Carthage, 

News, May, 104 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

From New York to Utah: Seven 

Oct, 62 

Gonzalez, Walter F. 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Church Headquarters, Keith W. 

HUMANITARIAN SERVICE 

Writing Gospel Principles in Our 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

Perkins, Aug, 52 

Church Gives Humanitarian Aid, 

Hearts, Nov, 31 

Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

Inseparable Witnesses of Jesus 

Garry R. Flake, June, 76 

GONZALEZ, WALTER F. 

"Live in Thanksgiving Daily," 

Christ, John M. Madsen, Jan, 18 

Church in Romania, The, LaRene 

News, May, 105 

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sept, 6 

Joseph Smith the Prophet, David B. 

Porter Gaunt, June, 30 

GOOD WORKS (see also RICH- 

Harding, Renee Roy 

Haight, Dec, 26 

News, Apr, 75; June, 77; July, 77; 

TEOUSNESS, SERVICE, WORK) 

Could I Learn to Forgive? July, 66 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

Sept, 78; Nov, 109 

Disposition to Do Good Continually, 

Hartley, William G. 

Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 

HUMILITY 

A, Spencer J. Condie, Aug, 13 

Sturdy Shoes and a Waterproof Tent, 

Lessons from the Experience, Max H. 

"To Walk Humbly with Thy God," 

GOSPEL 

Oct, 38 

Parkin, July, 52 

Marlin K. Jensen, May, 9 

Carefully Schooled in the First 

Harward, Kelly A. 

Mission Long Foreknown, A, 

Lessons Learned at the Bishops' 

Principles and Ordinances, 

On a Country Road, June, 64 

W Jeffrey Marsh, Jan, 30 

Storehouse, Jackie Witzel, Dec, 53 

Richard E. Bennett, Mar, 50 

HEALTH 

News, Apr, 77; Dec, 70 

Prayer, Henry B. Eyring, Nov, 15 

Increasing Participation in Lessons, 

"Not for the Body," Harold G. Hillam, 

Seagoing Saints, Fred E. Woods, 

Things I've Learned from You, The, 

Jonn D. Claybaugh and Amber 

Oct, 18 

Sept, 54 

Mark G. Warner, Sept, 40 

Barlow Dahl, Mar, 32 

Walking Your Way to Good Health, 

Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 
"Take Heed Continually": Protecting 

Very Experience I Needed, The, 

GOSPEL CLASSICS 

Erik Backstrom, Mar, 72 

Ruth Harris Swaner, Aug, 61 

Developing Character: Insights from 

HEAVENLY FATHER 

the Gold Plates, Andrew H. Hedges, 

HYMNS (see also MUSIC) 

President David 0. McKay 

"Turn Here!" Richard A. Dove, 

Jan, 37 

Blessed by a Hymn, July, 21 

(1873-1970), Oct, 22 

Feb, 35 

"We Must Keep One Another," 

Blessing Our Lives and Homes with 

Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus 

Hedges, Andrew H. 

Ronald W. Walker, June, 44 

Sacred Music, July, 69 

Christ, Ezra Taft Benson, Dec, 8 

"Take Heed Continually": Protecting 

HISTORY, PERSONAL 

"Lift Up Your Voice and Sing," 

GRATITUDE 

the Gold Plates, Jan, 37 

Personal History on Tape, 

Aug, 42 

Capsized! Michael R. Johnson, Mar, 30 

Hilbig, Keith K. 

Gail Ratliff Glende, Oct, 68 

Power of Hymns, The, Merrill J. 

Compassion, Thomas S. Monson, 

Create or Continue Priesthood Links, 

HOLIDAYS (see CHRISTMAS) 

Bateman, July, 14 

May, 17 

"Draw Near unto Me," John B. 

Nov, 45 

HILBIG, KEITH K. 

Holland, Jeffrey R. 

"Like a Watered Garden," 

i 

Dickson, Feb, 18 

Gratitude and Service, David B. 

News, May, 106 

HILL, GEORGE 

Nov, 33 

Missionary Work and the 

I HAVE A QUESTION 

Haight, May, 70 

News, July, 77 

Atonement, Mar, 8 

Avoiding danger on the Internet, 

Gratitude, Steven E. Snow, Nov, 43 

Hillam, Harold G. 

"Witnesses unto Me," May, 14 

William C. Porter, Mar, 58 

"I'm Thankful for You," Marlene 

"Not for the Body," Oct, 18 

HOLLAND, JEFFREY R. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Ellingson, Apr, 71 

Hinckley, Gordon B. 

News, Aug, 74 

News, Aug, 98; Sept, 79; Oct, 79; 

Lessons Learned at the Bishops' 

"Behold Your Little Ones," June, 2 

Holman, Thomas B. 

Dec, 70 

Storehouse, Jackie Witzel, Dec, 53 

First Presidency Christmas 

One-on-One with Dad, July, 32 

Ibanez, Hugo 

"Like a Watered Garden," Jeffrey R. 

Devotional, Feb, 70 

HOLY GHOST 

Higher View, A, June, 62 

Holland, Nov, 33 

Good-bye for Another Season, 

Asking with My Heart, Edmundo E. 

ILLINOIS NAUVOO MISSION 

"Live in Thanksgiving Daily," 

May, 85 

Abelian, June, 66 

News, Jan, 77 

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sept, 6 

How Can I Become the Woman of 

Blessed by a Hymn, July, 21 

IMMORALITY (see MORALITY) 

New Dreams for Old, Maria Patricia 

Whom I Dream? May, 93 

Born Again, James E. Faust, May, 54 

INCLUSION 

Rojas V., Sept, 65 

Living in the Fulness of Times, 

Building a Bridge of Faith, Charles 

Doctrine of Inclusion, M. Russell 

Work Goes On, The, Gordon B. 

Nov, 4 

Didier, Nov, 10 

Ballard, Nov, 35 

Hinckley, May, 4 

Living with Our Convictions, 

Building the Kingdom, Bruce D. 

INDIVIDUAL WORTH 

Groberg, John H. 

Sept, 2 

Porter, May, 80 

Who Do You Think You Are? James E. 

Priesthood Power, May, 43 

Miracle of Faith, The, May, 67 

Comforter, a Guide, a Testifier, A, 

Faust, Mar, 2 

GROWTH, CHURCH 

Perpetual Education Fund, The, 

Margaret D. Nadauld, May, 90 

Your Celestial Guide, Sharon G. 

Another Milestone of 100 Reached in 

May, 51 

Developing Our Talent for 

Larsen, May, 86 

2000, Barbara J. Jones, Mar, 76 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for 

Spirituality, Carol B. Thomas, 

INSPIRATION 

Being Good Neighbors in the Valley 

Youth, A, Jan, 2 

May, 88 

Blessings of Temple Worship, Dec, 64 

of the Sun, Jay M. Todd, July, 79 

Reaching Down to Lift Another, 

I Felt Comfort — but Why? Alan L. 

Capsized! Michael R. Johnson, Mar, 30 

Church in Oaxaca, Mexico, Kristine 

Nov, 52 

Olsen, Jan, 72 

Choosing Eternity, Sheryle Wickman, 

Miner, Apr, 78 

Remarks at Pioneer Commemoration 

Life Founded in Light and Truth, A, 

July, 36 

Guatemala: Building toward the 

Concert, Oct, 70 

Henry B. Eyring, July, 6 

"Go Check on Wendi!" Darlene Joy 

Future, Don E. Searle, Aug, 36 

"Till We Meet Again," Nov, 89 

Your Celestial Guide, Sharon G. 

Nichols, Feb, 63 

News, Jan, 79; Mar, 79; June, 78 

Times in Which We Live, The, 

Larsen, May, 86 

INSTITUTE 

Toowoomba (Australia) University 

Nov, 72 

HOME 

News, Aug, 75 

Branch, Dec, 65 

Work Goes On, The, May, 4 

Stand Firm, Virginia U. Jensen, 

INTEGRITY 

Vanuatu: Gospel Growth in the 

HINCKLEY, GORDON B. 

Nov, 93 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 

Islands of the Sea, Oct, 73 

News, Feb, 74; Mar, 75; May, 109; 

Strengthening the Home, Oct, 9 
"Till We Meet Again," Gordon B. 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for 

Work Goes On, The, Gordon B. 

July, 75, Aug, 71, 72; Sept, 72; 

Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Hinckley, May, 4 

Oct, 74; Nov, 110 

Hinckley, Nov, 89 

Jan, 2 

GUADALAJARA MEXICO TEMPLE 

HISTORY 

HOME TEACHING 

Standing Up to Profanity, Paula K. 

News, July, 74 

Unraveling Records of the Past, 

If Not for Our Home Teacher . . . , 

Boothe, Apr, 35 

GUATEMALA 

Aug, 64 

David Wayne Child, Feb, 52 

INTERNET 

Guatemala: Building toward the 

HISTORY, CHURCH 

Trusting the Rest to the Lord, 

I have a question (avoiding danger 

Future, Don L. Searle, Aug, 36 

Anson Call: Man of Action, Thaya 

Rondie S. Rudolph, July, 60 

on the Internet), William C. Porter, 

H 

Eggleston Gilmore, July, 38 
Building a Community of Saints, 

HOMOSEXUALITY (see 
MORALITY) 

Mar, 58 

News, Jan, 77; Feb, 79; Nov, 111; 

Haight, David B. 

L. Tom Perry, May, 35 
Carefully Schooled in the First 

HOPE 

Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Neal A. 

Dec, 68 

Sharing the Gospel, Dallin H. Oaks, 

Faith of Our Prophets, Nov, 22 

Principles and Ordinances, 

Maxwell, Feb, 8 

Nov, 7 

Gratitude and Service, May, 70 

Richard E. Bennett, Mar, 50 

Plow in Hope, Neal A. Maxwell, 

Tangled in the Web, Aug, 48 

Joseph Smith the Prophet, Dec, 26 

Cradle of the Restoration, Jan, 44 

May, 59 

Welcome to www.lds.org, Apr, 54 
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IOWA 

JOURNALS 

"Give Us a Blessing!" Lesly Augusto 

LEADERSHIP, CHURCH 

News, June, 78 

Building Unity through Family 

Tobar Correa, Oct, 64 

General Authorities of The Church of 

j 

History, Sept, 69 

Pink and White Pages, Pamela ]. Reid, 

Giving Up My Graven Image, 
Manuel J. Rosario, Mar, 49 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
May, 56; Nov, 56 

JAPAN 

Aug, 59 

JOY 

"Go Check on Wendi!" Darlene Joy 
Nichols, Feb, 63 

News, May, 103; Nov, 108 
Sustaining of Authorities, May, 20; 

News, Aug, 78; Dec, 70 

Are We Not All Mothers? Sheri L. 

"He Would Have Bought It for You," 

Nov, 21 

Jensen, Marlin K. 

Dew, Nov, 96 

Cheryl Boyle, Dec, 57 

LEARNING 

"To Walk Humbly with Thy God," 

Our Father's Plan, Christoff el Golden 

Heart to Fill, A, Ellen Dibble, Dec, 58 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

May, 9 

]r., Nov, 30 

Hidden Book, The, Ruth Dorsett, 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Jensen, Virginia U. 

Steadfast and Immovable, 

July, 58 

Hands-on Learners, Heidi Ashworth, 

Stand Firm, Nov, 93 

Mary Ellen W. Smoot, Nov, 91 

Higher View, A, Hugo Ibanez, 

Feb, 66 

JESUS CHRIST 

Sweet Service for Matthew, Peg Fugal, 

June, 62 

Welcome to www.lds.org, Apr, 54 

"To Bear Testimony of Mine 

Sept, 52 

How the Book of Mormon Found 

LeBaron, E. Dale 

Only Begotten," L. Aldin Porter, 

JUDGMENT 

Me, Kwame Opare, Jan, 68 

Pioneering in Chyulu, Kenya, Feb, 30 

May, 30 

I Saw Beyond the Prison Bars, Pat 

I Asked God to Touch My Mother's 

Lee, Robert England 

Atonement: Our Greatest Hope, The, 

Anderson, July, 61 

Heart, Adilson Jose Horia, Apr, 66 

Teaching Our Children the Plan of 

James E. Faust, Nov, 18 
Book of Mormon: Another 

K 

I Felt Comfort — but Why? Alan L. 
Olsen, Jan, 72 

Salvation, Sept, 32 
Libby, Katie A. 

Testament of Jesus Christ, The, 
Boyd K. Packer, Nov, 62 

Kaup, Sandra S. 

"I Found Them!" Madeleine Kurtz, 
Oct, 63 

"I Love You, Sister Libby," Mar, 37 

LITERACY 

Building a Bridge of Faith, Charles 

Wrong Turn at the Right Place, A, 

I Just Knew We Were Not Alone, 

Church Literacy Program Increases 

Didier, Nov, 10 

Aug, 62 

Dee Satterlee Giles, Feb, 64 

Its Reach, Krista Miner, Jan, 78 

Faith of Our Prophets, David B. 

KAZAKHSTAN 

I Needed a Blessing, Brandon J. Miller, 

LOVE (see also CHARITY, 

Haight, Nov, 22 

News, May, 112 

Sept, 64 

COMPASSION) 

First Presidency Christmas 

Kendrick, L. Lionel 

I Saw Beyond the Prison Bars, 

"Be Thou an Example," Thomas S. 

Devotional, Feb, 70 

Enhancing Our Temple Experience, 

Pat Anderson, July, 61 

Monson, Nov, 98 

Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus 

May, 78 

I Tried the Experiment, Lydie Zebo 

Better Mother, with the Lord's Help, 

Christ, Ezra Taft Benson 

Strength during Struggles, Oct, 24 

Bahie, June, 66 

A, Cheryl Cole Burr, July, 72 

(1899-1994), Dec, 8 

KENYA 

In the Palm of His Hand, Emma 

Christmas with No Presents, A, 

Friend to Ease Our Burden, A, Janeen 

Pioneering in Chyulu, Kenya, E. Dale 

Sanchez Sanchez, Mar, 46 

James E. Faust, Dec, 2 

Aggen, July, 57 

LeBaron, Feb, 30 

Just Spencer and Me, Bonnie Sprinkel 

Cold Cereal or Hot Soup? Chris 

God of Miracles, A, Sydney S. 

KINDNESS 

Bell, Sept, 67 

Wright, Apr, 65 

Reynolds, May, 12 

Cultivating Respect, Terrance D. 

Lord's Timing, The, LeAnne C. Bunn, 

"Condescension of God, The," 

"Help Thou Mine Unbelief," 

Olson, Oct, 46 

June, 65 

Richard C. Edgley, Dec, 16 

L. Whitney Clayton, Nov, 28 

"First and Great Commandment, 

Lost Pamphlet, The, Wenceslao 

Doctrine of Inclusion, M. Russell 

Increasing Our Faith in Jesus Christ, 

The," Robert F. Orton, Nov, 81 

Salguero, Feb, 60 

Ballard, Nov, 35 

Apr, 53 

Our Actions Determine Our 

Memory of My Father's Faith, The, 

"First and Great Commandment, 

Inseparable Witnesses of Jesus 

Character, Wayne S. Peterson, 

Ricardo Enohi, Apr, 68 

The," Robert F Orton, Nov, 81 

Christ, John M. Madsen, Jan, 18 

Nov, 83 

My Mentor, Joaquin Fenollar Bataller, 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Neal A. 

"Till We Meet Again," Gordon B. 

July, 56 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Maxwell, Feb, 8 

Hinckley, Nov, 89 

New Dreams for Old, Maria Patricia 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

Justification and Sanctification, 

Warmed and Fed, Sydna Bohnet, 

Rojas V., Sept, 65 

Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

D. Todd Christofferson, June, 18 

Dec, 56 

On a Country Road, Kelly A. 

Joseph Smith the Prophet, David B. 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74 

KNOWLEDGE (see EDUCATION, 

Harward, June, 64 

Haight, Dec, 26 

Latter-day Testament of 

LEARNING, TEACHING) 

"Please Help It Stop Bleeding," 

"Live in Thanksgiving Daily," 

Biblical Truth, A, Rex C. Reeve Jr., 

Kurtz, Madeleine 

Janis Johnson Farrell, Jan, 69 

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sept, 6 

Jan, 24 

"I Found Them!" Oct, 63 

Rescued from the Darkness, Heri 

Lord's Timing, The, LeAnne C. Bunn, 

My Mentor, Joaquin Fenollar Bataller, 
July, 56 

L 

Castro Veliz, Oct, 67 
Sand Trap, Gary M. Johnson, 

June, 65 

Loving My Wayward Child, 

Ordinances and Covenants, 

Dennis B. Neuenschwander, Aug, 20 

Lancaster, Jeannie 

Mar, 44 

Shadow of Death Was on Her Face, 

Sept, 26 

No Boundaries, Susan Ure, June, 72 

Plow in Hope, Neal A. Maxwell, 

Seeking the Son, Aug, 27 

The, Victoria Ekong, Apr, 69 

Now Is the Time, Thomas S. Monson, 

May, 59 

LANGUAGES 

Strong for the Sake of My Children, 

Nov, 59 

Sacrament Meeting and the 

News, Apr, 79; Sept, 79 

Eliza M. Torres, Feb, 61 

One-on-One with Dad, Thomas B. 

Sacrament, Vaughn J. Featherstone, 

Unraveling Records of the Past, 

Surrounded by Swearing, Douglas J. 

Holman, July, 32 

Sept, 22 

Aug, 64 

Vermeeren, Oct, 65 

Our Actions Determine Our 

Selections from Addresses of 

Larsen, Sharon G. 

Their Service Opened Our Hearts, 

Character, Wayne S. Peterson, 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

"Fear Not: For They That Be with Us 

Judith A. Wilkinson, Mar, 47 

Nov, 83 

Mar, 64 

Are More," Nov, 67 

Thirsting for the Living Water, Victor 

Things I've Learned from You, The, 

Special Witnesses of Christ, 

Your Celestial Guide, May, 86 

Manuel Cabrera, Aug, 60 

Mark G. Warner, Sept, 40 

Apr, 2 

LATTER-DAY COUNSEL 

Tough Arizona Cowboy, A, Allan L. 

What I Learned at Carthage, 

Standing Tall, H. David Burton, 

Latter-day Counsel, June, 74; 

Noble, Sept, 66 

Wayne F. Hull, Oct, 62 

Nov, 65 

July, 64 

Trusting the Rest to the Lord, 

What We Did to Strengthen Our 

Testifying of the Great and Glorious 

Selections from Addresses of 

Rondie S. Rudolph, July, 60 

Marriage, Jan, 64 

Atonement, Neal A. Maxwell, 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Very Experience I Needed, The, 

LYBBERT, MERLIN R. 

Oct, 10 

Mar, 64; Apr, 73 

Ruth Harris Swaner, Aug, 61 

News, Sept, 79 

United in Love and Testimony, 
John K. Carmack, May, 76 

Strengthening the Home, Oct, 9 

LATTER-DAY SAINT VOICES 

Warmed and Fed, Sydna Bohnet, 
Dec, 56 

M 

Johnson, Gary M. 
Sand Trap, Mar, 44 

After 20 Years, Indifferent No More, 
Feliz Lopez Mar chan, Jan, 71 

What I Learned at Carthage, 
Wayne F. Hull, Oct, 62 

Madsen, John M. 

Johnson, Michael R. 

Asking with My Heart, Edmundo E. 

Why Was It So Hard to Learn Italian? 

Inseparable Witnesses of Jesus 

Capsized! Mar, 30 

Abelian, June, 66 

Wendy Smith, Apr, 67 

Christ, Jan, 18 

Johnson, Pamela D. and Connie L Rose 

Charity and the Cyclops Cake, 

Wrong Turn at the Right Place, A, 

Marchan, Feliz Lopez 

Not Just a Lesson Manual, Dec, 62 

Nikki O. Nelson, Jan, 70 

Sandra S. Kaup, Aug, 62 

After 20 Years, Indifferent No More, 

Jones, Barbara Jean 

Christmas Bells through the Fog, 

LDS SCENE 

Jan, 71 

Another Milestone of 100 Reached 

Beth Dayley, Dec, 58 

News, Feb, 79; Mar, 77 

MARRIAGE 

in 2000, Mar, 76 

Cold Cereal or Hot Soup? Chris 

LEADERSHIP 

Don't Let Negativism Ruin Your 

Jones, Wesley L. 

Wright, Apr, 65 

"Fear Not: For They That Be with Us 

Marriage, Terry Baker, Mar, 22 

Church Auditing Department 

David Led the Way, Sergio Arroyo, 

Are More," Sharon G. Larsen, 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

Report, May, 21 

Apr, 64 

Nov, 67 

Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

JOSEPH SMITH HOME 

Gift of Hands, The, Laura Belnap, 

Principle of Presidency, The, Joe J. 

Identity, Priority, and Blessings, 

News, Aug, 78 

June, 63 

Christensen, Mar, 16 

Russell M. Nelson, Aug, 6 
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Having equal voice in decisions, 

Thirsting for the Living Water, 

Power of Hymns, The, Merrill J. 

Welfare Square: Service by the Bottle 

Hoyt W. Brewster Jr, June, 70 

Victor Manuel Cabrera, Aug, 60 

Bateman, July, 14 

and Loaf, Oct, 58 

What We Did to Strengthen Our 
Marriage, Jan, 64 

Tonga: A Land of Believing 
People, LaRene Porter Gaunt, 

N 

Opare, Kwame 

How the Book of Mormon Found 

Marsh, W. Jeffrey 
Mission Long Foreknown, A, 

Sept, 42 

Vanuatu: Gospel Growth in the 

Nadauld, Margaret D. 

Me, Jan, 68 

OPTIMISM 

Jan, 30 

Islands of the Sea, Oct, 73 

Comforter, a Guide, a Testifier, A, 

Living in the Fulness of Times, 

Mason, James O. 

Will You? Implementing the Mission 

May, 90 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 4 

Faith in Jesus Christ, Apr, 22 

of the Church, V. Dallas Merrell, 

NATIVE AMERICANS 

ORDINANCES 

Maxwell, Neal A. 

Oct, 50 

Gospel Taught, Gospel Shared, 

Ordinances and Covenants, 

Jesus, the Perfect Mentor, Feb, 8 

MOLDOVA 

Richard G. Oman, June, 50 

Dennis B. Neuenschwander, 

Plow in Hope, May, 59 

News, Oct, 76 

"We Must Keep One Another," 

Aug, 20 

Seventh Commandment: A Shield, 

MONEY (see FINANCES) 

Ronald W Walker, June, 44 

Orton, Robert F. 

The, Nov, 78 

Monson, Thomas S. 

NAUVOO ILLINOIS TEMPLE 

"First and Great Commandment, 

Testifying of the Great and Glorious 

"Be Thou an Example," Nov, 98 

News, Feb, 74; Dec, 66 

The," Nov, 81 

Atonement, Oct, 10 

Compassion, May, 17 

NEGATIVITY 

ORTON, ROBERT F. 

McMullin, Keith B. 

Duty Calls, Nov, 49 

Don't Let Negativism Ruin Your 

News, May, 106 

Invitation with Promise, An, 
May, 61 

First Presidency Christmas 
Devotional, Feb, 72 

Marriage, Terry Baker, Mar, 22 

NEIGHBORS 

p 

MENTAL ILLNESS 

Easing the Burdens of Mental Illness, 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 
Oct, 2 

Being Good Neighbors in the Valley 
of the Sun, Jay M. Todd, July, 79 

Packer, Boyd K. 

Dawn and Jay Fox, Oct, 32 

Lighthouse of the Lord: A Message 

"First and Great Commandment, 

Book of Mormon: Another 

Merrell, V. Dallas 

to the Youth of the Church, The, 

The," Robert F. Orton, Nov, 81 

Testament of Jesus Christ, The, 

Will You? Implementing the Mission 

Feb, 2 

Nelson, Nikki O. 

Nov, 62 

of the Church, Oct, 50 

Now Is the Time, Nov, 59 

Charity and the Cyclops Cake, Jan, 70 

"Touch of the Master's Hand, The," 

Meservy, Michele M. 

Pornography, the Deadly Carrier, 

Nelson, Russell M. 

May, 22 

Looking for William Moulton, 

July, 2 

Identity, Priority, and Blessings, 

PAGEANTS 

Apr, 43 

Sustaining of Church Officers, The, 

Aug, 6 

News, Apr, 77 

MEXICO 

May, 20 

Personal Preparation for Temple 

PANAMA 

Church in Oaxaca, Mexico, Kristine 

To the Rescue, May, 48 

Blessings, May, 32 

News, Mar, 74 

Miner, Apr, 78 

MONSON, THOMAS S. 

"Set in Order Thy House," Nov, 69 

PARENTING (see also FAMILY, 

MEXICO MEXICO CITY WEST 

News, Apr, 74; May, 110; Sept, 72; 

Neuenschwander, Dennis B. 

FATHERHOOD, MOTHERHOOD) 

MISSION 

Oct, 75 

Ordinances and Covenants, Aug, 20 

Be Someone's Angel, Gerald A. Price, 

News, May, 111 

MONTEVIDEO URUGUAY TEMPLE 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

Feb, 23 

Miller, Brandon J. 

News, May, 109 

Jan, 76; Feb, 74; Mar, 73; Apr, 74; 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

I Needed a Blessing, Sept, 64 

MORALITY 

May, 103; June, 76; July, 74; 

Hinckley, June, 2 

Miner, Krista 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

Aug, 71; Sept, 72; Oct, 74; 

"Call the Sabbath a Delight," Apr, 46 

Church Literacy Program Increases 

Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

Nov, 108; Dec, 65 

David, a Future Missionary, 

Its Reach, Jan, 78 

I have a question (avoiding danger 

Nichols, Darlene Joy 

Darwin B. Christenson, May, 28 

Miner, Kristine 

on the Internet), William C. Porter, 

"Go Check on Wendi!" Feb, 63 

Encouraging Parents to Teach Their 

Church in Oaxaca, Mexico, Apr, 78 

Mar, 58 

Noble, Allan L. 

Children, Feb, 68 

MIRACLES 

Invitation with Promise, An, Keith B. 

Tough Arizona Cowboy, A, Sept, 66 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

God of Miracles, A, Sydney S. 
Reynolds, May, 12 

McMullin, May, 61 
Pornography, the Deadly Carrier, 

o 

Enders, Jan, 52 
Let It End with Me, Sept, 61 

Miracles, Dallin H. Oaks, June, 6 
Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 

Thomas S. Monson, July, 2 
Prophet's Counsel and Prayer 

Oaks, Dallin H. 

Loving My Wayward Child, Sept, 26 
Our Actions Determine Our 

MISSION PRESIDENTS 

for Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Focus and Priorities, May, 82 

Character, Wayne S. Peterson, 

News, Sept, 72 

Jan, 2 

Miracles, June, 6 

Nov, 83 

MISSIONARY WORK (see also 

Selections from Addresses of 

Sharing the Gospel, Nov, 7 

"Set in Order Thy House," Russell M. 

ACTIVATION, CONVERSION, 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Weightier Matters, Jan, 12 

Nelson, Nov, 69 

FELLOWSHIPPING) 

Mar, 64 

OBEDIENCE 

Strengthening Our Families through 

Church in Romania, The, LaRene 

Setting Family Standards for 

Anson Call: Man of Action, Thaya 

Family Home Evening, Aug, 70 

Porter Gaunt, June, 30 

Entertainment, Carla Dalton, 

Eggleston Gilmore, July, 38 

Strong for the Sake of My Children, 

David Led the Way, Sergio Arroyo, 

June, 26 

Beware of Murmuring, H. Ross 

Eliza M. Torres, Feb, 61 

Apr, 64 

Seventh Commandment: A Shield, 

Workman, Nov, 85 

Parkin, Max H. 

"Give Us a Blessing!" Lesly Augusto 

The, Neal A. Maxwell, Nov, 78 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

Lessons from the Experience, July, 52 

Tobar Correa, Oct, 64 

MOTHERHOOD (see also FAMILY, 

Enders, Jan, 52 

PEACE 

I Asked God to Touch My Mother's 

PARENTING, WOMEN) 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

Higher View, A, Hugo Ibanez, June, 62 

Heart, Adilson Jose Horia, Apr, 66 

Are We Not All Mothers? Sheri L. 

Elizabeth VanDenBerghe, Aug, 28 

Increasing Our Faith in Jesus Christ, 

I Tried the Experiment, Lydie Zebo 

Dew, Nov, 96 

Lessons from the Experience, Max H. 

Apr, 53 

Bahie, June, 66 

Better Mother, with the Lord's Help, 

Parkin, July, 52 

Peace on Earth, Robert E. Wells, 

Lost Pamphlet, The, Wenceslao 

A, Cheryl Cole Burr, July, 72 

Life Founded in Light and Truth, A, 

Sept, 30 

Salguero, Feb, 60 

"Go Check on Wendi!" Darlene Joy 

Henry B. Eyring, July, 6 

Times in Which We Live, The, 

Miracle of Faith, The, Gordon B. 

Nichols, Feb, 63 

"Not for the Body," Harold G. Hillam, 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 72 

Hinckley, May, 67 

Steadfast and Immovable, 

Oct, 18 

"Touch of the Master's Hand, The," 

Missionary Work and the 

Mary Ellen W. Smoot, Nov, 91 

Putting on the Whole Armor of God, 

Boyd K. Packer, May, 22 

Atonement, Jeffrey R. Holland, 

Things Learned as a Mother, Mar, 27 

Jan, 74 

"We Must Keep One Another," 

Mar, 8 

MURMURING 

Safety in Keeping Divine Covenants, 

Ronald W Walker, June, 44 

New Dreams for Old, Maria Patricia 

Beware of Murmuring, H. Ross 

Oct, 57 

Perkins, Keith W 

Rojas V., Sept, 65 

Workman, Nov, 85 

Seventh Commandment: A Shield, 

From New York to Utah: Seven 

Pioneering in Chyulu, Kenya, E. Dale 

MUSEUM OF CHURCH HISTORY 

The, Neal A. Maxwell, Nov, 78 

Church Headquarters, Aug, 52 

LeBaron, Feb, 30 

AND ART 

"Who Shall Ascend into the Hill of 

PERPETUAL EDUCATION FUND 

Putting Basic Principles into Action, 

News, Jan, 77; Oct, 78 

the Lord?" James E. Faust, Aug, 2 

Elder Carmack Speaks about the 

Rebecca M. Taylor, Feb, 38 

MUSIC 

Olsen, Alan L. 

PEF, News, Sept, 76 

Relief Society's Role in Missionary 

Blessing Our Lives and Homes with 

I Felt Comfort — but Why? Jan, 72 

News, May, 103; June, 77 

Work, Retention, and Activation, 

Sacred Music, July, 69 

Olson, Terrance D. 

Perpetual Education Fund, The, 

The, Mar, 68 

Family Home Evening Songbooks, 

Cultivating Respect, Oct, 46 

Gordon B. Hinckley, May, 51 

Rescued from the Darkness, Heri 

Nancy Clemence, Mar, 71 

Oman, Richard G. 

Reaching Down to Lift Another, 

Castro Veliz, Oct, 67 

Heart to Fill, A, Ellen Dibble, Dec, 58 

Gospel Taught, Gospel Shared, 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 52 

Returned Missionary, The, L. Tom 

"Lift Up Your Voice and Sing," 

June, 50 

Perry, L. Tom 

Perry, Nov, 75 

Aug, 42 

ON-SITE 

Building a Community of Saints, 

Sharing the Gospel, Dallin H. Oaks, 

One Last Carol, Guy O. Woodward, 

Unraveling Records of the Past, 

May, 35 

Nov, 7 

Dec, 7 

Aug, 64 

Returned Missionary, The, Nov, 75 
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PERSECUTION 

Pornography, the Deadly Carrier, 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

Helping coworkers eliminate 

From High Hopes to Despair: The 

Thomas S. Monson, July, 2 

Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 

talk that ought not to be 

Missouri Period, 1831-39, 

You Can't Pet a Rattlesnake, David E. 

Miracles, Dallin H. Oaks, June, 6 

shared publicly, Craig Redding, 

Alexander L. Baugh, July, 44 
Lessons from the Experience, Max H. 

Sorensen, May, 41 
Porter, Bruce D. 

Our Duty to God, Cecil O. Samuelson 
Jr., Nov, 41 

June, 70 

Parkin, July, 52 

PERSONALITIES AND PORTRAITS 

Building the Kingdom, May, 80 
Porter, L. Aldin 

Pioneering in Chyulu, Kenya, E. Dale 
LeBaron, Feb, 30 

R 

Edward Adolf and Ritschy Adelina 

"To Bear Testimony of Mine Only 

Priesthood Power, John H. Groberg, 

RANDOM SAMPLER 

Meulmans, Joan Dixon, Mar, 66 

Begotten," May, 30 

May, 43 

Book of Mormon Theater, Brenda 

Franz R. Gaag, June, 73 

Porter, Larry C. 

"Some Great Thing," James E. Faust, 

Minor, June, 69 

Hans Choi, Glen Nelson, Mar, 67 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

Nov, 46 

Creating a Family Flag, Susan Billings 

Iris Love Bryen, R. Wayne Pace, 

Feb, 42 

"Them That Honour Me I Will 

Mitchell, Sept, 70 

June, 73 

Porter, William C. 

Honour," James E. Faust, May, 45 

"Do I Really Need to Buy This?" 

Willie F. Zuzunaga Cavero, 

Avoiding danger on the Internet, 

"Watch with Me," Henry B. Eyring, 

Margaret Pattison, Dec, 60 

Mar, 66 

Mar, 58 

May, 38 

Family Home Evening Songbooks, 

PERSPECTIVES 

PORTO ALEGRE BRAZIL TEMPLE 

PRIESTHOOD BLESSINGS 

Nancy Clemence, Mar, 71 

Encouraging Parents to Teach Their 

News, Mar, 73 

Christmas Bells through the Fog, 

Family Sports for Family Home 

Children, Feb, 68 

PRAYER 

Beth Dayley, Dec, 58 

Evening, Oct, 69 

Follow the Prophet and Strengthen 

Answers All Around Me, Judy 

I Needed a Blessing, Brandon J. Miller, 

Finances and Family Fun, Sharlene T. 

the Youth, Mar, 68 

Zabriskie Howa, June, 36 

Sept, 64 

Barber, July, 70 

Follow the Prophet, Mar, 69 

Be Someone's Angel, Gerald A. Price, 

Miracles, Dallin H. Oaks, June, 6 

Finding Common Ground for Family 

Opening the Scriptures, Mar, 69 

Feb, 23 

Shadow of Death Was on Her Face, 

Home Evening, Ann Woodbury 

Overcoming Today's Challenges, 

"Behold Your Little Ones," Gordon B. 

The, Victoria Ekong, Apr, 69 

Moore, Dec, 61 

Feb, 68 

Hinckley, June, 2 

Trusting the Rest to the Lord, 

Friendshipping Tips, Kersten 

Relief Society's Role in Missionary 

Capsized! Michael R. Johnson, Mar, 30 

Rondie S. Rudolph, July, 60 

Campbell, Mar, 70 

Work, Retention, and Activation, 

"Draw Near unto Me": The Privilege 

PRIMARY 

Fun with Family Traditions, Marsha 

The, Mar, 68 

and Power of Prayer, John B. 

Follow the Prophet, Mar, 69 

Sparhawk, Dec, 60 

PERTH AUSTRALIA TEMPLE 

Dickson, Feb, 18 

"I Love You, Sister Libby," Katie A. 

Hands-on Learners, Heidi Ashworth, 

News, Aug, 71 

Faith in Jesus Christ, James O. Mason, 

Libby, Mar, 37 

Feb, 66 

Peterson, Wayne S. 

Apr, 22 

Primarily for Family, Gib and Kimberly 

Happy Birthday, Dear Ancestor, 

Our Actions Determine Our 

"Go Check on Wendi!" Darlene Joy 

Condie, July, 71 

Marlene Cameron Thomas, July, 70 

Character, Nov, 83 

Nichols, Feb, 63 

PRIORITIES 

Helping Those with Hearing Loss, 

PETERSON, WAYNE S. 

Gratitude, Steven E. Snow, Nov, 43 

First Things First, Richard G. Scott, 

Marlene B. Sullivan, June, 68 

News, May, 107 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 

May, 6 

Helping Your Family Keep the 

PHYSICAL BODY 

Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Focus and Priorities, Dallin H. Oaks, 

Sabbath, Alison Affeltranger, 

"Ye Are the Temple of God," David A. 

I Asked God to Touch My Mother's 

May, 82 

Aug, 69 

Bednar, Sept, 14 

Heart, Adilson Jose Horia, Apr, 66 

Identity, Priority, and Blessings, 

How to S-t-r-e-t-c-h One Income, 

PINNOCK, HUGH W. 

"I Found Them!" Madeleine Kurtz, 

Russell M. Nelson, Aug, 6 

Chad Petty, Apr, 72 

News, Feb, 77 

Oct, 63 

Tangled in the Web, Aug, 48 

Involving Children in Family 

PIONEERS (see also HISTORY, 

Increasing Our Spirituality through 

Pritt, Ann F. 

History, Shirley Bock Testi, 

CHURCH) 

Fasting and Prayer, June, 61 

Healing the Spiritual Wounds of 

Jan, 75 

Anson Call: Man of Action, Thaya 

Law of the Fast, The, Joseph B. 

Sexual Abuse, Apr, 58 

"I'm Thankful for You," Marlene 

Eggleston Gilmore, July, 38 

Wirthlin, May, 73 

PROFANITY 

Ellingson, Apr, 71 

From High Hopes to Despair: The 

Loving My Wayward Child, Sept, 26 

Helping coworkers eliminate 

Learning about Our Leaders, 

Missouri Period, 1831-39, 

"No Substitute for Family Prayer," 

talk that ought not to be 

Judy Ann Morrise, Sept, 71 

Alexander L. Baugh, July, 44 

H. Kent Rappleye, Feb, 24 

shared publicly, Craig Redding, 

One Can at a Time, Mary L. Wilson, 

Gratitude, Steven E. Snow, Nov, 43 

Prayer, Henry B. Eyring, Nov, 15 

June, 70 

Aug, 68 

News, Aug, 72, 74; Oct, 74 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer 

Standing Tall, H. David Burton, 

One Family's Approach to TV-itis, 

Remarks at Pioneer Commemoration 

for Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Nov, 65 

Geraldine Bartholomew, Apr, 70 

Concert, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Jan, 2 

Standing Up to Profanity, Paula K. 

Our New Easter Tradition, Pamela 

Oct, 70 

Putting on the Whole Armor of God, 

Boothe, Apr, 35 

Richardson, Apr, 71 

Seagoing Saints, Fred E. Woods, 

Jan, 74 

Surrounded by Swearing, Douglas J. 

Pay Yourself a Reward, Chris Wright, 

Sept, 54 

Selections from Addresses of 

Vermeeren, Oct, 65 

Oct, 69 

Thomas E. Ricks: A Man of 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

PROPHETS 

Personal History on Tape, Gail Ratliff 

Foresight, Oct, 36 

Apr, 73 

Beware of Murmuring, H. Ross 

Glende, Oct, 68 

Wrong Turn at the Right Place, A, 

Serving to the End, Kjirstin 

Workman, Nov, 85 

Preparing Children for Baptism, 

Sandra S. Kaup, Aug, 62 

Youngberg, Oct, 45 

Early Lessons in Following 

Carolyn M. Roche, Aug, 68 

PLAN OF SALVATION 

Strengthening the Home, Oct, 9 

the Prophet, Guy L. Dorius, 

Primarily for Family, Gib and Kimberly 

"Don't Let My Baby Die!" Sharon 

PREPAREDNESS (see also SELF- 

Apr, 28 

Condie, July, 71 

Belknap, Dec, 22 

RELIANCE) 

Faith of Our Prophets, David B. 

Real-World Finances for Teens, Jerry 

Our Father's Plan, Christoffel Golden 

Living in the Fulness of Times, 

Haight, Nov, 22 

Mason, Feb, 66 

]r., Nov, 30 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 4 

Follow the Prophet and Strengthen 

Teaching Children to Work, Alison 

Teaching Our Children the Plan of 

Sturdy Shoes and a Waterproof Tent, 

the Youth, Mar, 68 

Affeltranger, June, 68 

Salvation, Robert Lee, Sept, 32 

William G. Hartley, Oct, 38 

From New York to Utah: Seven 

Teaching Teens Responsibility, 

"Ye Are the Temple of God," David A. 

PRESIDENCY 

Church Headquarters, Keith W. 

Mary R. Bastian, Sept, 70 

Bednar, Sept, 14 

Principle of Presidency, The, Joe J. 

Perkins, Aug, 52 

Using Children's Art, Patsy Shipley, 

Poduska, Bernard 

Christensen, Mar, 16 

"His Word Ye Shall Receive," 

July, 71 

Debt Doesn't Have to Be Forever, 

Price, Gerald A. 

M. Russell Ballard, May, 65 

Walking Your Way to Good Health, 

Jan, 59 

Be Someone's Angel, Feb, 23 

Latter-day Counsel, July, 64 

Erik Backstrom, Mar, 72 

POETRY 

PRIDE 

Latter-day Testament of 

Rappleye, H. Kent 

"Be Ye Therefore Perfect," Michelle 

"To Walk Humbly with Thy God," 

Biblical Truth, A, Rex C. Reeve Jr., 

"No Substitute for Family Prayer," 

Hamby, Sept, 29 

Marlin K. Jensen, May, 9 

Jan, 24 

Feb, 24 

Morning Manna, Mary Margaret 

Lessons Learned at the Bishops' 

Learning about Our Leaders, 

RECIFE BRAZIL TEMPLE 

Hawkins, Sept, 29 

Storehouse, Jackie Witzel, 

Judy Ann Morrise, Sept, 71 

News, Mar, 73 

POLICIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dec, 53 

PUERTO RICO 

Redding, Craig 

News, June. 79; Aug, 79; Sept, 78; 
Oct, 78 

PRIESTHOOD 

Create or Continue Priesthood Links, 

News, Mar, 74 

Helping coworkers eliminate talk 
that ought not to be shared 

PORNOGRAPHY 

Breaking the Chains of Pornography, 

Keith K. Hilbig, Nov, 45 
Duty Calls, Thomas S. Monson, Nov, 49 

Q 

publicly, June, 70 
Reeve, Rex C. Jr. 

Feb, 54 

Fulfilling Our Duty to God, Robert D. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Latter-day Testament of Biblical 

I have a question (avoiding danger 

Hales, Nov, 38 

Having equal voice in decisions 

Truth, A, Jan, 24 

on the Internet), William C. Porter, 

It Is Not Good for Man or Woman to 

made as a couple, Hoyt W. Brewster 

Reid, Pamela J. 

Mar, 58 

Be Alone, Sheri L. Dew, Nov, 12 

Jr., June, 70 

Pink and White Pages, Aug, 59 
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RELIEF SOCIETY 

Reynolds, Sydney S. 

Power of a Strong Testimony, The, 

Sacrifice: An Eternal Investment, 

News, June, 77 

God of Miracles, A, May, 12 

Nov, 87 

Carol B. Thomas, May, 63 

Relief Society's Role in Missionary 

RICKS, THOMAS E. 

SCOUTING 

Serving to the End, Kjirstin 

Work, Retention, and Activation, 

Thomas E. Ricks: A Man of Foresight, 

Fulfilling Our Duty to God, Robert D. 

Youngberg, Oct, 45 

The, Mar, 68 

Oct, 36 

Hales, Nov, 38 

"Some Great Thing," James E. Faust, 

REPENTANCE 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 

SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Nov, 46 

And Now He Needed Me? Oct, 16 

Create or Continue Priesthood Links, 

Prayer, Henry B. Eyring, Nov, 15 

Sweet Service for Matthew, Peg 

Atonement: Our Greatest Hope, The, 

Keith K. Hilbig, Nov, 45 

Putting on the Whole Armor of God, 

Fugal, Sept, 52 

James E. Faust, Nov, 18 

Faith in Jesus Christ, James 0. Mason, 

Jan, 74 

Their Service Opened Our Hearts, 

Breaking the Chains of Pornography, 

Apr, 22 

Returned Missionary, The, L. Tom 

Judith A. Wilkinson, Mar, 47 

Feb, 54 

Rojas, Maria Patricia V. 

Perry, Nov, 75 

"Turn Here!" Richard A. Dove, Feb, 35 

Could I Learn to Forgive? Renee Roy 

New Dreams for Old, Sept, 65 

Taking the Scriptures to the World, 

Very Experience I Needed, The, 

Harding, July, 66 

Rosario, Manuel J. 

July, 24 

Ruth Harris Swaner, Aug, 61 

Giving Up My Graven Image, 

Giving Up My Graven Image, 

Writing Gospel Principles in Our 

Warmed and Fed, Sydna Bohnet, 

Manuel ]. Rosario, Mar, 49 

Mar, 49 

Hearts, Walter F Gonzalez, Nov, 31 

Dec, 56 

Healing the Spiritual Wounds of 

Rose, Connie L and, Pamela D. Johnson 

SCRIPTURES 

"Watch with Me," Henry B. Eyring, 

Sexual Abuse, Ann E Pritt, Apr, 58 

Not Just a Lesson Manual, Dec, 62 

Opening the Scriptures, Mar, 69 

May, 38 

How Can I Become the Woman of 

Rudolph, Rondie S. 

Taking the Scriptures to the World, 

Welfare Square: Service by the Bottle 

Whom I Dream? Gordon B. 

Trusting the Rest to the Lord, 

July, 24 

and Loaf, Oct, 58 

Hinckley, May, 93 
Let It End with Me, Sept, 61 

July, 60 

Searle, Don L. 

Guatemala: Building toward the 

What I Learned at Carthage, 
Wayne E Hull, Oct, 62 

Memory of My Father's Faith, The, 
Ricardo Enohi, Apr, 68 

s 

Future, Aug, 36 

SECOND COMING (see also JESUS 

What We Did to Strengthen Our 
Marriage, Jan, 64 

Missionary Work and the Atone- 

SABBATH 

CHRIST) 

"Witnesses unto Me," Jeffrey R. 

ment, Jeffrey R. Holland, Mar, 8 

"Call the Sabbath a Delight," Apr, 46 

Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus 

Holland, May, 14 

Rescued from the Darkness, Heri 

Helping Your Family Keep the Sab- 

Christ, Ezra Taft Benson 

SHYNESS 

Castro Veliz, Oct, 67 

bath, Alison Affeltranger, Aug, 69 

(1899-1994), Dec, 8 

Beyond Shyness, Rebecca M. Taylor, 

Seventh Commandment: A Shield, 

Tonga: A Land of Believing People, 

SELF-RELIANCE (see also 

June, 56 

The, Neal A. Maxwell, Nov, 78 

LaRene Porter Gaunt, Sept, 42 

FINANCES, HOME, WELFARE) 

SINGLE ADULTS 

Strength during Struggles, L. Lionel 

SACRAMENT 

Debt Doesn't Have to Be Forever, 

Just Spencer and Me, Bonnie Sprinkel 

Kendrick, Oct, 24 

Sacrament Meeting and the 

Bernard Poduska, Jan, 59 

Bell, Sept, 67 

Testifying of the Great and Glorious 

Sacrament, Vaughn J. Featherstone, 

Helping Others, Helping Ourselves, 

Singular Accomplishments, 

Atonement, Neal A. Maxwell, 

Sept, 22 

Mar, 38 

Jonathan H Stephenson, June, 40 

Oct, 10 

Selections from Addresses of 

Latter-day Saint Humanitarian 

SMITH, EMMA 

"That I May Heal You," Mar, 57 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Center, The, Mar, 60 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

"Touch of the Master's Hand, The," 

Mar, 64 

Welfare Square: Service by the Bottle 

Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 

Boyd K. Packer, May, 22 

SACRAMENT MEETING 

and Loaf, Oct, 58 

SMITH, HYRUM 

Who Do You Think You Are? James E. 

Using Children's Art, Patsy Shipley, 

Reaching Down to Lift Another, 

"Some Great Thing," James E. Faust, 

Faust, Mar, 2 

July, 71 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 52 

Nov, 46 

You Can't Pet a Rattlesnake, David E. 

SACRED 

SERVICE (see also CHARITY, 

SMITH, JOSEPH 

Sorensen, May, 41 

Stand Firm, Virginia U. Jensen, 

COMPASSION) 

Book of Mormon: Another 

RESPECT 

Nov, 93 

"Be Thou an Example," Thomas S. 

Testament of Jesus Christ, The, 

Cultivating Respect, Terrance D. 

SACRIFICE 

Monson, Nov, 98 

Boyd K. Packer, Nov, 62 

Olson, Oct, 46 

"Witnesses unto Me," Jeffrey R. 

Better Mother, with the Lord's Help, 

Carefully Schooled in the First 

Doctrine of Inclusion, M. Russell 

Holland, May, 14 

A, Cheryl Cole Burr, July, 72 

Principles and Ordinances, 

Ballard, Nov, 35 

Couple Missionaries: A Time to 

Christmas with No Presents, A, 

Richard E. Bennett, Mar, 50 

(Questions and answers) Helping 

Serve, Robert D. Hales, May, 25 

James E. Faust, Dec, 2 

Cradle of the Restoration, Jan, 44 

coworkers eliminate talk that 

Faith in Jesus Christ, James O. Mason, 

Compassion, Thomas S. Monson, 

Joseph Smith the Prophet, David B. 

ought not to be shared publicly, 

Apr, 22 

May, 17 

Haight, Dec, 26 

Craig Redding, June, 70 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

"Condescension of God, The," 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

"Them That Honour Me I Will 

Enders, Jan, 52 

Richard C. Edgley, Dec, 16 

Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 

Honour," James E. Faust, May, 45 

Lord's Timing, The, LeAnne C. Bunn, 

Couple Missionaries: A Time to 

Lost Pamphlet, The, Wenceslao 

RESPONSIBILITY 

June, 65 

Serve, Robert D. Hales, May, 25 

Salguero, Feb, 60 

Duty Calls, Thomas S. Monson, 

Miracle of Faith, The, Gordon B. 

Duty Calls, Thomas S. Monson, 

Mission Long Foreknown, A, 

Nov, 49 

Hinckley, May, 67 

Nov, 49 

W. Jeffrey Marsh, Jan, 30 

RESTORATION 

Sacrifice: An Eternal Investment, 

"First and Great Commandment, 

"Take Heed Continually": Protecting 

Carefully Schooled in the First 

Carol B. Thomas, May, 63 

The," Robert F. Orton, Nov, 81 

the Gold Plates, Andrew H. Hedges, 

Principles and Ordinances, 

"Who Shall Ascend into the Hill of 

Friend to Ease Our Burden, A, Janeen 

Jan, 37 

Richard E. Bennett, Mar, 50 

the Lord?" James E. Faust, Aug, 2 

Aggen, July, 57 

What I Learned at Carthage, 

Joseph Smith the Prophet, David B. 

SAINTS IN 

Fulfilling Our Duty to God, Robert D. 

Wayne F. Hull, Oct, 62 

Haight, Dec, 26 

Toowomba (Australia) University 

Hales, Nov, 38 

SMITH, JOSEPH SR. 

Joseph Smith's Susquehanna Years, 

Branch, Dec, 65 

Gift of Hands, The, Laura Belnap, 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

Larry C. Porter, Feb, 42 

Vanuatu: Gospel Growth in the 

June, 63 

Enders, Jan, 52 

Mission Long Foreknown, A, 

Islands of the Sea, Oct, 73 

Gratitude and Service, David B. 

Smith, Kerry Griffin 

W Jeffrey Marsh, Jan, 30 

Salguero, Wenceslao 

Haight, May, 70 

New Four-Year Programs Part of 

Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 

Lost Pamphlet, The, Feb, 60 

"He Would Have Bought It for You," 

Transition at Ricks College, Feb, 78 

RESURRECTION 

SALVATION (see PLAN OF 

Cheryl Boyle, Dec, 57 

SMITH, LUCY MACK 

Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus 

SALVATION) 

Heart to Fill, A, Ellen Dibble, Dec, 58 

Faithful from the First, Donald L. 

Christ, Ezra Taft Benson 

Samuelson, Cecil O., Jr. 

Helping Others, Helping Ourselves, 

Enders, Jan, 52 

(1899-1994), Dec, 8 

Our Duty to God, Nov, 41 

Mar, 38 

Smith, Wendy McLeod 

REVELATION 

SAMUELSON, CECIL O., JR. 

If Not for Our Home Teacher . . . , 

Why Was It So Hard to Learn 

Asking with My Heart, Edmundo E. 

News, Aug, 75 

David Wayne Child, Feb, 52 

Italian? Apr, 67 

Abelian, June, 66 

Sanchez, Emma Ernestina Sanchez 

Latter-day Saint Humanitarian 

Smoot, Mary Ellen W. 

Unfolding Restoration of Temple 

In the Palm of His Hand, Mar, 46 

Center, The, Mar, 60 

Steadfast and Immovable, Nov, 91 

Work, The, Richard 0. Cowan, 

SANCTIFICATION 

"Live in Thanksgiving Daily," 

Snow, Steven E. 

Dec, 34 

Justification and Sanctification, 

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sept, 6 

Gratitude, Nov, 43 

REVERENCE 

D. Todd Christofferson, June, 18 

News, Jan, 76; Apr, 74, 79; May, 112 

SNOW, STEVEN E. 

"Call the Sabbath a Delight," 

SCANDINAVIA 

Now Is the Time, Thomas S. Monson, 

News, May, 105 

Apr, 46 

News, Oct, 76 

Nov, 59 

Sorensen, David E. 

Enhancing Our Temple Experience, 

SCHULTZ, R. CONRAD 

"Please Help It Stop Bleeding," 

You Can't Pet a Rattlesnake, May, 41 

L. Lionel Kendrick, May, 78 

News, May, 107 

Janis Johnson Farrell, Jan, 69 

SPEAKING TODAY 

"Them That Honour Me I Will 

Scott, Richard G. 

Priesthood Power, John H. Groberg, 

First Presidency Christmas 

Honour," James E. Faust, May, 45 

First Things First, May, 6 

May, 43 

Devotional, Feb, 70 
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Remarks at Pioneer Commemoration 

Personal Preparation for Temple 

Power of a Strong Testimony, The, 

Wells, Robert E. 

Concert, Gordon B. Hinckley ; 
Oct, 70 

Blessings, Russell M. Nelson, 
May, 32 

Richard G. Scott, Nov, 87 

Peace on Earth, Sept, 30 
Wickman, Sheryle 

SPIRITUALITY 

Developing Our Talent for Spirit- 

Tonga: A Land of Believing People, 
LaRene Porter Gaunt, Sept, 42 

u 

Choosing Eternity, July, 36 
Wilkinson, Judith A. 

uality, Carol B. Thomas, May, 88 

Unfolding Restoration of Temple 

UNITY 

Their Service Opened Our Hearts, 

Increasing Our Spirituality through 

Work, The, Richard O. Cowan, 

It Is Not Good for Man or Woman to 

Mar, 47 

Fasting and Prayer, June, 61 

Dec, 34 

Be Alone, Sheri L. Dew, Nov, 12 

WINTER QUARTERS NEBRASKA 

Law of the Fast, The, Joseph B. 

"Who Shall Ascend into the 

Looking for William Moulton, 

TEMPLE 

Wirthlin, May, 73 

Hill of the Lord?" James E. Faust, 

Michele M. Meservy, Apr, 43 

News, July, 74 

STATISTICS 

Aug, 2 

Principle of Presidency, The, Joe J. 

Wirthlin, Joseph B. 

Statistical Report, 2000, F. Michael 

Work Goes On, The, Gordon B. 

Christensen, Mar, 16 

Law of the Fast, The, May, 73 

Watson, May, 22 

Hinckley, May, 4 

United in Love and Testimony, 

"Live in Thanksgiving Daily," Sept, 6 

Stephenson, Jonathan H. 

TEMPLE SQUARE 

John K. Carmack, May, 76 

One Step after Another, Nov, 25 

Singular Accomplishments, June, 40 

News, Dec, 67, 68 

Ure, Susan 

WIRTHLIN, JOSEPH B. 

STEUER, ROBERT R. 

News, May, 108 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 

"Call the Sabbath a Delight," 

No Boundaries, June, 72 

News, July, 75 
Witzel, Jackie 

Stoddard, Elizabeth 
Zachary and Sean, Apr, 38 

Apr, 46 

Giving Up My Graven Image, 

V 

Lessons Learned at the Bishops' 
Storehouse, Dec, 53 

STRENGTH 

Manuel J. Rosario, Mar, 49 

Vandagriff, G. G. 

WOMEN (see also MOTHERHOOD, 

Stand Firm, Virginia U. Jensen, 

TENNESSEE 

Need a Family Discussion? Try a 

RELIEF SOCIETY) 

Nov, 93 

News, Aug, 79 

Church Magazine, July, 62 

Are We Not All Mothers? Sheri L. 

SUFFERING (see ADVERSITY) 

TESTIMONY 

VanDenBerghe, Elizabeth 

Dew, Nov, 96 

SUSTAINING 

"To Bear Testimony of Mine Only 

Happiness, Health, and Marriage, 

It Is Not Good for Man or Woman to 

Sustaining of Church Officers, The, 

Begotten," L. Aldin Porter, May, 30 

Aug, 28 

Be Alone, Sheri L. Dew, Nov, 12 

Thomas S. Monson, May, 20 

Blessed by a Hymn, July, 21 

VANUATU 

News, Aug, 74 

Sustaining of Church Officers, The, 

Comforter, a Guide, a Testifier, A, 

Vanuatu: Gospel Growth in the 

Woods, Fred E. 

James E. Faust, Nov, 21 

Margaret D. Nadauld, May, 90 

Islands of the Sea, Oct, 73 

Seagoing Saints, Sept, 54 

Swaner, Ruth Harris 

Gratitude and Service, David B. 

Veliz, Heri Castro 

Woodward, Guy O. 

Very Experience I Needed, The, 

Haight, May, 70 

Rescued from the Darkness, Oct, 67 

One Last Carol, Dec, 7 

Aug, 61 

Hallmarks of a Happy Home, 
Thomas S. Monson, Oct, 2 

Vermeeren, Douglas J. 

Surrounded by Swearing, Oct, 65 

WORD OF WISDOM 

"Not for the Body," Harold G. Hillam, 

T 

Inseparable Witnesses of Jesus 
Christ, John M. Madsen, Jan, 18 

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

News, Jan, 79 

Oct, 18 

WORK 

TABERNACLE CHOIR 

Power of a Strong Testimony, The, 

VIDEOS 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for 

News, Feb, 75; Mar, 75; Sept, 73 

Richard G. Scott, Nov, 87 

News, Apr, 77 

Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Taylor, Rebecca M. 

Special Witnesses of Christ, Apr, 2 

VISITING TEACHING MESSAGE 

Jan, 2 

Beyond Shyness, June, 56 

TEXAS 

Blessing Our Lives and Homes with 

Teaching Children to Work, Alison 

LDS Family Services: Adopting a 

News, Sept, 75 

Sacred Music, July, 69 

Affeltranger, June, 68 

Noble Cause, July, 78 

THEATER (see ARTS) 

Blessings of Temple Worship, Dec, 64 

Workman, H. Ross 

Putting Basic Principles into Action, 

Thomas, Carol B. 

Building Unity through Family 

Beware of Murmuring, Nov, 85 

Feb, 38 

Developing Our Talent for 

History, Sept, 69 

WORKMAN, H. ROSS 

TEACHING 

Spirituality, May, 88 

Increasing Our Faith in Jesus Christ, 

News, May, 108 

Encouraging Parents to Teach Their 

Sacrifice: An Eternal Investment, 

Apr, 53 

WORTHINESS 

Children, Feb, 68 

May, 63 

Increasing Our Spirituality through 

Our Duty to God, Cecil O. Samuelson 

Hands-on Learners, Heidi Ashworth, 

THRIFT (see FINANCES) 

Fasting and Prayer, June, 61 

Jr., Nov, 41 

Feb, 66 

TITHING 

Living within Our Means, Feb, 69 

Personal Preparation for Temple 

Helping Those with Hearing Loss, 

Church in Oaxaca, Mexico, Kristine 

Putting on the Whole Armor of God, 

Blessings, Russell M. Nelson, 

Marlene B. Sullivan, June, 68 

Miner, Apr, 78 

Jan, 74 

May, 32 

Increasing Participation in Lessons, 

"Like a Watered Garden," Jeffrey R. 

Safety in Keeping Divine Covenants, 

Wright, Chris 

Jonn D. Claybaugh and Amber 
Barlow Dahl, Mar, 32 

Holland, Nov, 33 
Selections from Addresses of 

Oct, 57 

Strengthening Our Families through 

Cold Cereal or Hot Soup? Apr, 65 

Not Just a Lesson Manual, Pamela D. 
Johnson and Connie Rose, Dec, 62 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Apr, 73 

Family Home Evening, Aug, 70 
"That I May Heal You," Mar, 57 

Y 

Preparing Children for Baptism, 

Todd, Jay M. 

VISITORS' CENTERS 

YOUNG, BRIGHAM 

Carolyn M. Roche, Aug, 68 
"Set in Order Thy House," Russell M. 

Being Good Neighbors in the Valley 
of the Sun, July, 79 

News, Dec, 67 

News, Aug, 73; Sept, 75 
Youngberg, Kjirstin 

Nelson, Nov, 69 

Teaching Our Children the Plan of 

TOLERANCE 

Doctrine of Inclusion, M. Russell 

w 

Serving to the End, Oct, 45 

YOUTH 

Salvation, Robert England Lee, 

Ballard, Nov, 35 

Walker, Ronald W. 

Follow the Prophet and Strengthen 

Sept, 32 

Remarks at Pioneer Commemoration 

"We Must Keep One Another," 

the Youth, Mar, 68 

TELEVISION 

Concert, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

June, 44 

Lighthouse of the Lord: A Message 

One Family's Approach to TV-itis, 

Oct, 70 

WAR 

to the Youth of the Church, The, 

Geraldine Bartholomew, Apr, 70 

"We Must Keep One Another," 

Times in Which We Live, The, 

Thomas S. Monson, Feb, 2 

TEMPLE MARRIAGE 

Ronald W Walker, June, 44 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 72 

News, Nov, 110 

Choosing Eternity, Sheryle Wickman, 

Weightier Matters, Dallin H. Oaks, 

"Till We Meet Again," Gordon B. 

Overcoming Today's Challenges, 

July, 36 

Jan, 12 

Hinckley, Nov, 89 

Feb, 68 

TEMPLE WORK 

TONGA 

Warner, Mark G. 

Prophet's Counsel and Prayer for 

Blessings of Temple Worship, 

Tonga: A Land of Believing People, 

Things I've Learned from You, Sept, 40 

Youth, A, Gordon B. Hinckley, 

Dec, 64 

LaRene Porter Gaunt, Sept, 42 

Watson, F. Michael 

Jan, 2 

Church in Oaxaca, Mexico, Kristine 

Torres, Eliza M. 

Statistical Report, 2000, May, 22 

Real-World Finances for Teens, Jerry 

Miner, Apr, 78 

Church in Romania, The, LaRene 

Strong for the Sake of My Children, 
Feb, 61 

WELFARE (see also SELF-RELIANCE) 

Helping Others, Helping Ourselves, 

Mason, Feb, 66 

Porter Gaunt, June, 30 
Helping Each Other Succeed in 

TRADITIONS (see also HOME) 

Fun with Family Traditions, Marsha 

Mar, 38 

Latter-day Saint Humanitarian 

z 

Family History, Garrett H. Garjf, 

Sparhawk, Dec, 60 

Center, The, Mar, 60 

ZIMBABWE 

Sept, 48 

Our New Easter Tradition, Pamela 

Law of the Fast, The, Joseph B. 

News, June, 79 

TEMPLES 

Richardson, Apr, 71 

Wirthlin, May, 73 

ZION 

Building Unity through Family 

TRUTH 

Lessons Learned at the Bishops' 

From New York to Utah: Seven 

History, Sept, 69 

"Be Thou an Example," Thomas S. 

Storehouse, Jackie Witzel, Dec, 53 

Church Headquarters, Keith W 

Enhancing Our Temple Experience, 

Monson, Nov, 98 

News, Nov, 111 

Perkins, Aug, 52 

L. Lionel Kendrick, May, 78 

Life Founded in Light and Truth, A, 

Welfare Square: Service by the Bottle 

Lessons from the Experience, Max H. 

News, July, 76; Sept, 75; Dec, 66 

Henry B. Eyring, July, 6 

and Loaf, Oct, 58 

Parkin, July, 52 
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Family Times and Holidays 

• What would you do if 
your home were suddenly 
filled with unexpected 
guests who needed a warm 
meal and a place to sleep? 
See "Warmed and Fed," 

p. 56. 

• Most stories in Latter- 
day Saint Voices can be 
used for family home 
evening. To read about 
inspirational holiday 
experiences, go to p. 56. 

• What do New Year's 
Eve, birthdays, and the 
Fourth of July have in com- 
mon? For one family, they 
mean fun traditions. Turn 
to p. 60 to learn more. 

• Single? Empty-nester? 
Traditional family? 

Look on page 40 
to see how 
family home 
evening can 


Making th 

if Tkis 


o: 


e Most 
Issue 


Accountability, 46 
Activation, 56 
Adversity, 58 
Agency, 46 
Atonement, 8, 16, 46 
Blessings, 7 
Choices, 46 
Christmas, 2,7,57, 
58 

Church history, 34 
Doctrine and 
Covenants, 34 
Elderly, 58 
Family history, 64 
Family home 
evening, 40 
Gratitude, 53, 58 
Healing, 58 
Home teaching, 57 
Humility, 53 
Inspiration, 64 
Jesus Christ, 8 
Joseph Smith, 26 


Kindness, 56 
Love, 2, 57 
Love of God, 16 
Melchizedek 
Priesthood, 62 
Mercy, 16 
Music, 7, 58 
Parenthood, 40 
Pride, 53 

Priesthood blessings, 
58 

Relief Society, 62 
Restoration, the, 26 
Resurrection, 8 
Revelation, 34 
Second Coming, 8 
Service, 2, 16, 56, 

57, 58 

Teaching, 62 
Temples, 34, 64 
Visiting teaching, 57 
Welfare, 53 


The Power of Our Choices 

"Choices we make now 
will affect who and what 
we are in the future," writes 
Elder Harold C. Brown, 
Area Authority Seventy. 
Find suggestions for making 
righteous choices on p. 46. 


Home Teachers and 
Visiting Teachers 

Find the monthly mes- 
sages on pp. 2 and 64. 


Did You Know? 

Each December issue of- 
fers articles about the life 
and mission of the Savior 
in a month when the world 
commemorates His birth. 

For example, see, "Five 
Marks of 
the Divinity 
of Jesus 
Christ," by 
President 
Ezra Taft 
Benson, p. 8. 


work in families of 
any size and in any 
situation. 

• How can 
home evenings 
include family 
members who 
are less active 
or not members? Find 
common ground. See p. 61. 


Jesus Christ's Surpassing Gift 

Bishop Richard C. Edgley 
testifies of the Savior's of- 
fering in our behalf: "When 
I contemplate the magni- 
tude of this gift, the mag- 
nitude of His descent, and 
the extremity of His suffer- 
ing, the words of a song 
thunder through my mind: 
"0 Lord my God. . . . How 
great thou art!" (Hymns, 
no. 86). See p. 16. 


The Heartbreak and the Joy 

There was heartbreak in 
the baby's insurmountable 
physical challenges. Could 
he bring joy too? See p. 22 
for one mother's answer. 


"Do I Really Need This?" 

"Do I really need to buy 
this?" If you ask 


yourself this and 
a few other 
questions be- 
fore making 
holiday pur- 
chases (or 
any other 
purchases), you 
can learn to enjoy 
debt-free living all year- 
round. See p. 60. 


Joseph Smith: Instrument 
of the Restoration 

"I testify that the instru- 
ment through whom this 
divine revelation [the 
Restoration] came was 
one foreordained — the 
youthful Joseph Smith," 
declares Elder David B. 
Haight of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles. 
To learn his insights 
into the life and mis- 
sion of the Prophet, 





Winter in Zion, by Al Rounds 
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Snow blankets Salt Lake City of an earlier era, after the completion of the temple in 1893, in this view across Salt Lake Valley toward the mountains on the southeast 




7 n the whiter of 1845-46, with the need to leave Nauvoo 
hanging ominously over them, members of the Church 
still found time for healthy recreation. In the meantime, 
administration of sacred temple ordinances went on with 
some urgency. On 3 February 1846, as Church leaders were 
preparing to leave Nauvoo, President Brigham Young 
recorded: “ The House of the Lord was thronged all day. . . . 
Looking upon the multitude and knowing their anxiety, as 
they were thirsting and hungering for the word, we contin- 
ued at work diligently" (History of the Church, 7:579). 
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WINTER FUN IN NAUVOO, 1845-46, BY GLEN S. HOPKINSON 


